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The meeting was called to order at 10.10.a.m 5. While it was a normal life experience to be young
and, for more and more people, to be old, to be disabled
was different. Disability could happen to anyone at any

Agenda item 106: Social development, including time and it could take any number of forms. Disability
questions relating to the world social situation and to  ca|led for specific responses within the broader framework
youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family set by the World Summit for Social Development
(A/54/3, AI54/56, AI54/57, A/54/59, A/54/61 and (Copenhagen, 1995) of advancing “a society for all”.
Corr.1, A/54/62, A/54/66-E/1999/6, A/54/98, e .
A/54/128-E/1999/70, A/54/256, A/54/268 and 6.  HisDivision regretted the late issuance of the report
A/54/388; AIC.3/54/L.2) of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the

_ o _ ~ World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons
1. Mr.Langmore (Director, Division for Social Policy (A/54/388) and hoped that the afth of information it

and Development) said that the report of the Secretaiygntained would be of value to Member States.
General on the implementation of the World Programme . _
of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond7: Q_ne out of eyerythree or four families experienced
(A/54/59) highlighted the efforts of Governments, thglsgbnlty at_ one time or another, and to the extent_that
United Nations system, regional and othefaring _f(_)r disabled persons was a burden, much of it fell
intergovernmental bodies, youth non-government§l families.

organizations and others to implement th8. Thereportofthe Secretary-Generalon the follow-up
recommendations of the World Programme of Action. Th® the International Year of the Family (A/54/256)
report alsoreviewed the outcome of the World Conferenbéghlighted the activities of Governments, the United
of Ministers Responsible for Youth, held in Portugal ifNation system, and non-governmental and academic
1998. institutions. It underscored the need to develop common
Iq.;(ound and common understanding among constituencies

2. Young people’s situation and their prospects we . o - :
g beop brosp ewing family issues from different perspectives.

closely linked to the general economic and socidf
conditions in their commutes, particularlyin developing 9.  Paragraph 8 of the report outlined the major
countries, where youth made up a large proportion of thecommendations, namely, improving the knowledge base
population. through research, data collection and collaboration at all
Il%vels, building local capacity in developing countries and

all societies had their rites of passage, the customd&fgHniries with economies in transition, and giving
methods of ensuring the transition from childhood tBlt€ntiontothe mostapproate way of observing the tenth

adulthood were often inadequate to the challenges pogéwiversaryofthe International Year of the Familyin 2004
by increasingly complex economies. Public policies mull 0'der to strengthen follow-up.

be centred outside the home in order to prepare youf. Lastly, the report of the Secretary-General on the
people for a productive life and enable social institutionstatus and role of cooperatives (A/54/57) contained the
to adapt to the needs of rising generations. results of the Secretary-General’s survey, carried out in

4. Thelink between currentand future generationswggt’jlt)perat'On Vtv'”; tge Comtmlttee fort':]he;rqm%t_llptn anccll
clearlyreflected in the theme for the International Year vancement of Looperatives, on the desirability an

Older Persons, namely, “a society for all ages”. The impa asibility of elaborating United Nations guidelines aimed

of the year was already evident in the expanded role Oftﬁ%creating a supportive environment for the development
United Nations programme on ageing, as described in filcooperatives. In response to the Secretary-General’s

report of the Secretary-General (A/54/268) Thfuestionnaire to Governments, replies had been received

programme priorities included the continued elaborati Kom _40 gqvernmental agencies in 37_ countries. _The
of the policy framework for a society for all ages th&uestionnaire had also been transmitted to national
' perative organizations, 56 of which had replied. The

further elaboration ofthe research agendaon ageingforﬁ%’ " ire had ked whether G A
twenty-first century, and the development of an InterneflUestionnaireé had asked whether Sovernments were

accessible database of innovative policy approaches 'ng to parti_cipate i_n ar_1d contribute to the elaboration
projects. Plans under way for the yea890, D01 and of United Nations guidelines. Among the Governments

2002 would promote a shift from a view of societal agein plylnt_g FOtTe quE_stlr?r;],_nog_e _hz_ad b?enkefspllcnlyu?r\]/vilml?
as a problem to a more positive but still realistic view. 0 participate, which his Division took 1o mean that a
supported the idea.

3. Young people also faced special challenges. Whi
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11. Mr. Legwaila (Botswana), speaking on behalf of theéheir utmostto provide assistance to refugees and displaced
Southern African Development Community (SADC), saigersons, and they called upon the in&ional community
that the countries concerned remained committed twsupport their efforts.

addressing C:j'_t'ca! |ssueshot$aldevelt_)pmen;, '”C'“dd'”g 17. SADC was committed to providing education for all
poverty eradication, the expansion of ProducliVg, o5 short a time as possible. Primary school enrolment

employment, education for all, women’sempowermentangd, 4 - ,creased substantially since 1995. Particular

socialintegration. Nevertheless, ifanyreal and SUStamaWﬁportance was attached to bridging the gap between boys’
impact was to be made on poverty, sufficient econom'&hd girls’ enrolment

growth must be generatedtofinance the variousinitiatives _ ) ) )
outlined in the Copenhagen Programme of Action. 18. If SADC wastotransformitselfintoan industrial and

. ._information-led region, attention should be paid to
12.  Many SADC countries had been unable to aCh'G’V‘ta)cational training and literacy campaigns, particularly

such growth, owing mainlyto external factors. An averagf ose aimed at women and youth. The Community noted
growth rate of from 3 per c_ent to3.5 percentwas predmt%ﬁth satisfaction the progress made by the United Nations
for the SADC countr_les n .1999' largely as a result ducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
sound macroeconomic policies. Such growth fell far Shor(tUNESCO) towards the goal of education for all by the year
however, of the 6 per cent needed to reduce poverty. 5404 (A/54/128). They also looked forward to the World
13. Despitethefar-reaching and often painful econom¥outh Forum to be held in Senegal in 2000.

_reforms undertaken byth_e SADC coyntrigs, foreigndiregyy  \yhile the lack of basic health care and nutrition were
mye_stmentwas only beglr_mmg to trickle m._RegrettabI)_(he most pressing problems facing the elderly, an
official development assistance had declined steadilygitiona| burden of caring for orphaned grandchildren
throughout the years. Those factors had strengthened (?reasingly affected elderly women in the SADC region.

resolve of the SADC countries to further mobilize theiﬁ-he Community was eager to benefit from the experience
own human, financial and technical resources fQf, pest practices of other countries in that area.

reinvestment in the region.

. . . 20. TheHIV/AIDS pandemic continued to take a toll on
14. Neverth_eless, the region's social transformanq e region, with serious implications for all sectors of the
process continued to_be impeded by the external_d_ nomy. The advances achieved, particularlyin the health
burden. The ch_annellmg of resources to debt SEIVICI ctor, would be reversed if the epidemic was not checked.
greatly undermined the efforts to provide basic socigl, o rqen on national budgets was unsustainable. Youth,

services. While SADC welcomed current internation . - .
omen and girls were disproportionately affected b
efforts to address the debt problem, such as the Heawv W/AIDS ¢ prop y y

Indebted Poor Countries Initiative (HIPC), it believed that

more could be done, not only to alleviate the debt burdéd- A protocol on health had been signed at the recent
but to cancel the debt once and for all. SADC summit held at Maputo, Mozamblque, Outllnlng

. regional health strategies with an emphasis on HIV/AIDS.
15. The_ 1998/1999 qgrlcgltural season had t?E’?"‘—rﬂjrthermore, a high-level conference on HIV/AIDS and
characterized by sporadic r_amfall owing to th,e El N'ngexually transmitted diseases in Africa had been held at
phenomenon. The well-being of the region's peoplg,,qay s zambia, in September. The SADC countries

particularly “poor rural women, had been furthep ., a4 for the support of the international community
undermined. Food security and a safe water supply in trheaddressing those urgent problems

more arid countries of the region could not be fully )

ensured. 22. Mr. Aarset (Norway), speaking as a youth

. . representative, urged Member States to implement the
16. _In the area o_f peace gnd security, the €914 uth Action Plan adopted at the third session of the
contl_nueq to experience serious se_:tbacks c_aused \K%rld Youth Forum of the United Nations system, held at
conflicts in Angola and the Democratic Republic of th%raga Portugal, in 1998. While the offer of the
Congo. The problem of refugees and imema”ydiSpIaC@over}]ment of éenegal to host the next session of the
persons posed a particular challenge to the Communilyy, 4 vouth Forum outside Europe was welcome, the
The plight of women and children was compounded _tﬁ/raga Youth Action Plan should be implemented further

sexual and other abuses perpetrated against them igg, o the fourth session was held. To hold it in 2000
chaotic and lawless environment. Despite financial ar\‘/\ﬁ)uld not give youth organizations sufficient time to

physical constraints, SADC member States were doing
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prepare. Accordingly, Norwegian youth organization®r Persons with Disabilities would end in August 2000.
believed that the fourth session should take place in 200he mandate of the Special Rapporteur on disability of the

23. The World Conference of Ministers Responsible fd®Mmmission for Social Development was expiring. It was
Youth. held at Lisbon in 1998. had called for thdime toevaluate what had been achieved and to consider

strengthening ofthe Youth Unit of the Secretariat. Withote" Initiatives. Athird monitoring period mightnotbe the

the necessary resources, the Youth Unit would not be aﬁ%St option.

to promote the World Programme of Action for Youth t80. Government funding had been weaker during the
the Year 2000 and Beyond, as envisioned by Membsecond period, and innovation was needed. The
States. Commission for Social Development should mainstream

24. His Government had included youth representativ&e_disabi“?ydimensmn Intoits work by implementing the
in its delegation to the General Assembly for almost 3Hn|ted Nations Standard Rules.

years, and it recommended that all Member States do tBe.  Attheregionallevel, good results had been achieved
same. Youth interests in the United Nations system couldrough the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons
be fully represented only by young people themselves. (1993-2002) under the auspices of the Economic and Social
ommission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). Recently,

25. AUnited Nationsreporton young peo Ie’sinfluencg
P youngpeop group of African countries had recommended the

on and representation in society, especially in politic ! X h :
decision-making, would be very useful. That should be tHaUnching of an African decade for the period 2000-2010.

theme of a United Nations Development Programm e great advantage of regional initiatives was that they
allowed plans of action to be targeted to the specific needs
(UNDP) human development report.

_ of countries in the region.
26. Many of the world’s poor countries spent more on

debt repayment than on education, health care and baaﬁ: ldRegional plansdwil;h a “fesgalg o_f a de_cade or less
services combined. Unsustainable debt should be cancel@3°Y'Y P€ Szppﬁrtlz y Unite _atlolr:s m_ter-aggnc%
the international debt-relief mechanisms should BBEENgs to be held once a year in all regions. Suc

strengthened and improved; and debtor and credif@¢€tings should be arranged by the respective United

countries should work together to find flexible solutions’.\l‘”"t_Ions regional office in close coopergtlon with the
regional development bank. The meetings should be

27. In aworld of increasing globalization, new threatgttended by regional and national non-governmental
to human rights, as well as new opportunities for thgganizations and by disabled persons. If representatives
implementation of human-rights instruments, wergom donor countries participated as well, such annual
emerging. Theincreased openness of Governments anddhgferences would no doubt be instrumental in promoting

private sector in many countries gave youth and consumetfial opportunities for persons with disabilities.
an opportunity to advance human rights and democracy. Ms. Mari d4 (D K i h
In his country, for example, some companies placed s. Mariegaard (Denmark), speaking as a yout

higher priority on ethical standards in investing in an[]epresentative,saidthatsustainable developmentrequired

trading with other countries because they had found tHA€ activeinvolvement ofyoung peoplein decision-making

ethical behaviour was advantageous to all in the long rui?d N the design and implementation of programmes.
Many youth organizations were ready to contribute their

28. Non-governmental orgamations formed the basis of experiences and ideas through pilot projects in cooperation

civil society in every country. They were importanijith Governments and international development agencies.
channels for democracy and vehicles for freedom

expression. Young people had often been at the forefr
of the fight for tolerance and human rights and again
racism and xenophobia. The involvement of young peo
and their organizations in the preparations for the Wor
Conference against Racism, Racial Discriminatio
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, was of gre
importance for the attainment of its goals.

29. Mr. Kallehauge (Denmark) said that the secon035' Mpre knowleqlge was needed about youth, their
monitoring period for the implementation of the United€rceptions andtheir hopes for the future. Such knowledge

Nations Standard Rules for Equalization of Opportunitidé@s also necessary if Governments and international

fz}. In order to involve young people in development,

eir rights must be guaranteed, including the right to

] ake their own choices regarding education and

ploymentand todetermine freelywhen to have children.

urrently, however, only a few young people enjoyed

’vbstantial freedom in making choices crucial to their
Ive
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organizations were to further the implementation of thef enabling older persons to live their lives in security and
World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 200@ignity, of maintaining a positive perspective on ageing
and Beyond. and of devoting attention to the issue of ageing in

36. Her Government and the Danish Youth CounCqeveloping countries and to needs of older women in

therefore encouraged UNDP to give special attention Pgrtlcular_ Her delegathn shared those concerns.
youth in its annuaHuman Development Repahd to Observance ofthe International Year of Older Persons had

consider making youth the theme of a future hum(,ﬁ{rengthenedthefoundationforinternationalef“fortsinthe

development report, for instance, in 2001, when tHe@ming millennium. Her delegation was particularly

conference to follow up the World Summit for ChildrenoIeased by the form_atio_n of a global network of non-
would be held. governmental organizations. The Government of Japan

would continue to collaborate with other Member States

37. Mrs. Wahid (Bangladesh) said that her country'syn 3 Jong-term strategy on ageing and a review of the
National Committee on Ageing had made comprehensi\g@ernational Plan of Action on Ageing.

recommendations for ensuring that older persons coult% With diothei ¢ ith disabiliti
lead dignified and fruitful lives. The Government had ™ Ith regard to the Issue of persons with disabilities,

introduced an old-age allowance, undertaken epto er delegation stressed the importance of policies aimed

provide social security to distressed and older persons aq,H)rovid_ing the disabled with accessibility, social ser\_/ices
built shelters for older persons who lacked family oﬁnd social safety nets, and employment and sustainable

community support. It had also finalized its national pla velihoods. _Rec_ent de\r/]elolpmer;]tsdl_n |||Imlt|c()jnmand
for older persons, which would address issues relating ecommun!catlpnng(_: nology had Increased thess
physical and psychological well-being economig persons with disabilities to information in all areas and

advancement and involvement in cultural activities ence facilitated their participation in social activities. As
" part of its efforts to build a society free of information

38. Bangladesh had welcomed the adoption of the Wonlgriers, the Government of Japan in 1998 had established
Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 an@yidelines on accessibility of telecommunications
Beyond. Young people made up one third of Bangladesheguipment for persons with disabilities. It was also
population. The Government was updating its nationglomoting research and development for such systems,
youth policy to make it more relevant to the current angl ch as a graphical user interface which facilitategss
future needs of youth in Bangladesh. The policy focuseg multimedia information. In piects in developing

on measures to ensure grass-roots participation in yowuntries intended to provide equal opportunity to persons
programmes, the full integration of young people intgjith disabilities, Japan stressed capacity-building. Her
national development and the implementation of a selfelegation hoped thatinternational cogiem in the field
employment programme with microcreditfacilities. Othegoy|d be further enhanced through, for example, the efforts

programmes were being implemented to offer leaderstypthe United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability.

training to young people, especially in rural areas; tg hei . | _ led its eff

provide education and health services;andtopreventdr%‘ Astheinternational community redoub ed'tse orts

abuse. to enhance the momentum generated thus far, it should
take the human-centred approach reflected in the

39. Bangladesh had adopted a national policy fefopenhagen Declaration as a fundamental principle.
disabled persons and a plan for its implementation.

would work closely with non-governmental organization
in providing education, training, economic opportunitie
and rehabilitation programmes for the disabled.

ASII% Mr. Ka (Senegal) said that his delegation wished to
xpress its appreciation for the high quality of the
ecretary-General’s reports on the topics covered by the

o ) agendaitem. Although significant progress had been made

40. Ms. Nishitateno(Japan) said that 1999 had been gywards the goals described in the reports, many obstacles

year of great significance for social development, markedmained and had been magnified égent finanil and

not only by further initiatives to implement thenymanitarian crises and the challenges of globalization
Copenhagen Declaration, but by the observance of thgrrently facing developing countries.

International Year of Older Persons, which had raised h r .
global awareness on ageing. Its great impact on tﬁé The Secretary-General’s report on cooperatives

attitudes ofthe international communitywas evidentin th(@‘/54/57)_ underscored the diversity ofthe laws governir_wg
plenary meetings of the General Assembly devoted to tioPerativesandthe major changesthey were undergoing.
topic. Many delegations had emphasized the importanl&:senegal’ the positive role of cooperatives in achieving
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the Government’'s economic and sociajeghives was political life, and the need to address the problems that
recognized, and the law provided for their independenoegost affected them, such as unemployment, illiteracy,
and autonomy, whether rural or farm cooperatives, mutuadverty, drug use and juvenile delinquency — were at the
societies, production associations or housing cooperativieeart of national youth policy in Senegal. In collaboration
His delegation urged the need for Member States to arri@ad cooperation with the National Youth Council, the
at agreed general guidelines that would create &vovernment was in the process of implementing its
environment favourable to the development aifational youth programme of action and mainstreaming
cooperatives. To that end, they should exchangle youth dimension into all development jecis and
information and experience and encourage an internatiopabgrammes. Moreover, it was sparing no effort to make
partnership among cooperatives. the fourth session of the World Youth Forum of the United

45. Follow-uptothe Intertional Year ofthe Familyhad Nations System, tobe held in Senegal in the year 2000, an

not so far been as successful as hoped, owing to a lacilOgfStanding success. He invited the youth of the world to
consensus on terminology and basic definitions and tAE€Nd- His delegation would also advocate strengthening
absence of a global plan of action and indicators by whidf€ Youth Unit of the United Nations Secretariat and
to measure progress. Substantive progress had b &meg a second World Co_nferenc_e of Mln_lsters
hampered by economic difficulties, theemploymentcrisi§eSp°”S'ble for Youth under United Nations auspices.

limited social investment and lack af@ess to basic social 48. Ms. Arystanbekova (Kazakhstan) said that, since
services. Tomeetthechallenge, theresources ofthe United 1995 World Summit for Social Development, the
Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities should beommitments undertaken by the Member States had been
increased. Senegal had had a family code for sevetednsformedintoconcreteinitiativesinthe areas of poverty
decades and attached high priority to issues of parentiagadication, productive employment andiabimtegmation.

and promoting a partnership between men and womAnthe special session of the Genekakembly to be held
within the family. in 2000 to review implementation of the outcome of the

46. Senegalwastohavethe honour ofhostingthe Woﬁd‘mmi_t' priority should be given to key social is_sues, such
Education Forum in April 2000, the culmination point ofts family, health, safety and poverty. Of equal importance

the Education for All (EFA) 200@\ssessment, which In achieving the Copenhagen objectives was an emphasis

would review the education situation around the globe af§ _©ducation. The Education for All (EFA) 2000

devise newinitiatives to realize thgettives ofthe World ~‘SS€ssment should focus on planning future policy
Declaration adopted at the World Conference on EducatiBﬁ_t'at'VeS to address the challenges related to early
for All (Jomtien, Thailand, 1990). Among them, th ildhood education, primary education, literacy and better

L T . iving. Her delegation looked forward to the World
reduction in levels of illiteracy, particularlyamong wome ving. | ) . .
and young people, should be accorded highest priorifyf ucation Forumtobe heldin Senegal in April2000 asthe

Despite budget constraints, the Government of Senegal él(ljminat:con poin_t ofl_tfhel EFAI‘ 200_Assfessn|1|ent a?d a
made outstanding efforts in the area of education afifans of promoting lite-long learning for all people.

training; more than a third of the national budget wa49. On the threshold of the next century, young people
allocated to education. The national human resourbad a vital role to play in decision-making. In the light of
development programme introduced in 1995 with suppdtie detailed information contained in the Secretary-
from the World Bank had expanded access to element@gneral’'s report on implementation of the World
education and improved the quality of the educatiodArogramme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
provided. Special emphasis had been placed on reducBeyond (A/54/59), her delegation strongly believed in the
inequalities between urban and rural areas, containiimgportance of joint efforts to draw up new guidelines and
education costs and increasing the enrolment of girls. HiFengthen cooperation between Governments and other
delegation supported the declaration of a decade factors.

eradicatingilliteracyin Africa, including iIIiteracyamongsO_
older persons.

It was regrettable that the most vulnerable groups —
the unemployed, the disabled, the elderly, children and
47. Theprinciplesandrecommendationsemerging fromomen — suffered most from the recent international

the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for YoutBconomic crisis. The Government of Kazakhstan saw it as
held in Lisbon and the World Youth Forum held in Bragagne of its main tasks to create a broad and reliable system
Portugal — the right of youth to education and trainingofsocial protection aimed at raising the standard of living.

tohealth and employment and to partitipn in so@aland It had taken measures to stimulate self-employment by
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providing creditand organizing workshops on establishirigb. The experience of Cuba demonstrated that social
small and medium-size enterprises, in association witlevelopment was achievable even when obstacles were
United Nations agencies. The President’s programmaaced to major economic development, such as the
“Kazakhstan — 2030, identified siad harmony, political economic blockade against Cuba promoted by the United
stability and economic development as the country’s k&tates of America. It was to be hoped that the current
goals. Her delegation fully supported United Nationdebate in plenary meeting on the World Summit for Social
efforts to focus more closely on social issues. Development would reaffirm the need to address the
increasing poverty and unemployment, deteriorating

accordedspecialimportancetothevariousaspectsofso&ﬁ?lth_’ growing mal_nutntlon and decllnl_ng educa’qqn
development considered under item 106. In Cuba, equitalf¥€!S In many countries. The answers lay in more official
distribution of the wealth of society made it possible tgev_elopment qs&s_tance, f_qullm_ent bY the developed
meet the basic needs ofhealth, education, employment lons of their aid promises, inclusion of a social

cultural development to a degree not often possible fimension in economic adjustment policies and the
developing countries generation of an international environment favourable to

. ) social development.
52. Theintegrated development of youth was an issue of

specialinterestin Cuba. There was no sphere of economic, Mr. De_GrootI (Netgei)rlar;]dsl)ﬁ spial\?ing sséhe yo_lu':ch
political or social life in Cuba in which young people did €Presentative selected by the Dutch Youth Council for

not play a major role. Providing youth with opportunitie%lnter?h"’lt'(lmt‘""I Afftalrs, Isdald trla_tbhf V\;OUId “.kel tdo tal:< aboutt
to participate fully in society was a guiding principle o ow the Internet could contribute to social deveiopmen

government policy; youth were well represented, f nd y0L_|th empower_ment. Young people made up half of
example, in Parliament and in the executive branch. Cu on-line community, though they accounted for less than

had been applying the Programme of Action for Youth i) guarter of the world’s population, because they were

the Year 2000 and Beyond on the national level ar mersed in a process of I_earnlng and pe_rsonal
collaborating in international efforts. evelopment. The Internet provided an opportunity for

young people to invent and execute new projects, to form
53. InCuba, asatisfying old age was considered not oldy, on-governmental organization, for instance, or start up
a legitimate aspiration of any human being, but agsmall enterprise. An example of such gjgrbwas the
indicator of development and good health. Like the rest gfNderDOG project set up by the Council, which enabled

the population, older persons benefited from universal frzéuth to discuss United Nations issues on-line.
medical and hospital care and social security, one of the

chief reasons for the increase in life expectancy in Cu

51. Mr. Amor6s Nufiez (Cuba) said that his country

Despite the opportunities it offered, the Internet had
to age 75. Other programmes, specifically designed Iea_sttvyoshortcommgsthatdemanded urgent attention.
% e first involved the degree of access and related to the

provide social services to older adults or the elderly livin ; . b he develoned and developi
alone or to promote voluntaryassociations of older persot ,ormatlon gap between the developed and developing

further improved health and social service indicators f&CUniries. The second involved quality aicass and
the older age group. Among the activities conducted mlated to the difficulty ofﬂndmgt_hemformaﬂon d_esned
honour ofthe International Year of Older Persons, ofgre'z?[ the Internet cyberspr_awl » Which was suggestive of a
interest was the recent event, GERONTOVIDA 99. helgoorly planned metropolis. Young people themselves bore

in Havana, combining the third Latin American Congredd’/Mary responsibility for addressing the problem of

of the International Association of Gerontology and thE/Persprawl, but it was the duty of local authorities,

Ibero-American Meeting of Older Persons. Governments and the international community to enable

young people to realize their potential for change.
54. With regard to persons with disabilities, the The | hould be developed b K
Government zealously applied policies that include%?’sr'ceS a?onn;erpﬁ; SY(;)uuth B(r)]tit gf tﬁ\e/:el(jr?ﬁed ﬁg;rnset
support to organizations of the disabled and initiatives ) ) i . :
upp g acretarlat,theUnlted Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

the areas of health, education, employment, sports a‘ﬁ . o
artistic and cultural activities. Special educatiof_f?‘nd UNESCO should cooperate with youth organizations

programmes ensured a school enrolment of 85 per cen Q)iiaki”ng acéiqn]; Firstl,l younﬁ pe;cl)plz_sholul_d fbe trai_ned,
persons with disabilities, and integrated rehabilitatio rmally and informally, to handle digital information

programmes had saoeeded in returning thousands Oproperly. Second, the pr_oblem O.f Iangugge Sh.OU|d be
disabled persons to work. addressed; most Internet information was in English, and

translation initiatives were needed to make it available in
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other languages. In those efforts, young people shouldédoption of legislation, the dissemination ofrules on equal
involved not only as objects but also as subjects of actioopportunities for disabled persons, training foeegh
that affected them. For example, the World Youth Forutherapists, and the signing and ratification of the
of the United Nations System and its outcome should bgreement establishing the African Rehabilitatiotituiz.
taken more seriously. Its proceedings could be imprové&those many valuable initiatives would yield results only
by a training programme for non-governmental youti afavourable economic environment, in which sustained
organizations, with the help of the Youth Unit, on usingrowth increased purchasing power, enabling families to
the Internet to maximize their efforts. care for all their members, young, old or disabled.

59. Ms. Elisha (Benin) said that Benin was committed63. Mr. Desai (Under-Secretary-General for Economic
to establishing institutional mechanisms and mobilizingnd Social Affairs) said that, during the global economic
the political will and resourcesenessary to combat crisis ofthe pasttwo years, growth had fallen dramatically,
underdevelopment. Special efforts were being made éepecially in developing countries. The number of
address the problems of young people, older persons amdintries with negative per capita growth had doubled,
disabled persons. while the proportion of the population living in countries

60. In African society, those groups had traditionall%{’| affected had increaseq _sevenfold. A disproportionate
enjoyed the love and support of families, of which theyha are of the cost of the crisis had thus been I_aorne bY the
been anintegral part. As African countries sought to buififorest c_ountrles_ andthe poorest people. The |r_1ternat|o_nal
modern nation States, the economic foundations of tﬁgmmumtymustmfuture_addres_sthelssues (_)fmtegratlon
family were being continuously eroded. With agriculturgncllj_:_nterSe:oer;dence _\f[v'tt: a wzw to tsgcutr)llng not onl_y
oriented towards meeting the needs of the internatiorgfP!Ity, but also equitable and sustainable economic

market, farmers were unable to generate sufficientincordEPWIN-
and lacked the time to groiwod products for their own 64. The quality of growth was also important. The

consumption. Young people were abandoning their villagagernational community had made acommitmentto halve
and swelling the ranks of the urbaaop. The decline of the number of people living in absolute poverty, with

official development assistance had reduced the Stateisomes of less than $1 per day, by 2015. Studies had
capacity to provide education for young people, too marspown that, with growth rates at their past levels of 3 to 4
of whom were forced to enter the labour markgbter cent, that goal could not be achieved. However, if
prematurely. Poverty and unemployment were preventimgowth strategies incorporated the concepts of equity and
many Africans from caring for their families, and only thesocial justice, that goal could be achieved before 2015.

increase of purchasing power in both urban andrural areas Poverty was linked

. : to unemployment. The
would reverse that situation.

International Labour Organization (ILO) estimated that at
61. In order to address the problems of the moktast 140 million persons worldwide were unemployed.
vulnerable groups in society, her Government ha8ome groups were exceptionally disadvantaged. A large
established a Ministryfor Social Protection and the Famifyroportion of poor households were headed by women,
with a service specifically responsible for meeting thenhile young people aged 15 to 24 represented almost half
needs of older persons, who represented only 7 per cenbbthe unemployed globally. The problem of poverty among
the population, reflecting their low life expectancy. Otheolder persons was especiallyalarming, since the proportion
initiatives included the establishment of care facilities, th&f the population aged over 60 was rising sharply. In
provision of assistance to older persons living in povertgieveloped countries, older persons remained active for
the promotion of solidarity among the generations, tHenger but were unable to find work, while in developing
adoption of legislation to protect older persons, theountries they had to work too hard for too long because
strengthening of their capacity to meet their own needsf the absence of social security. The international
and the implementation of measures to combat isolaticommunity could not address the issue of the growing
among the elderly, including the creation of day centresumber of older persons without considering their
tittementtoincome, employment and social protection.

Disabled Persons in 1981, a number of steps had b i|§abled persons, too, accounted for a disproportionately

taken to enhance the socio-economic position of disabl Egh ?umber _Of”th.e (;Jner;ﬁpl_oyed an?_those living in
persons in Benin, including the establishment of trainin%over Y, especially in developing countries.
centres, support for associations of disabled persons, the

62. Since the proclamation of the International Year
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66. The plight ofthose underprivileged minorities must0. Mr. Kalache (World Health Organization (WHO))

be addressed through a social philosophy promotisgidthatthe International Year of Older Persons had given
inclusiveness, equity and justice. At the national level, thR/HO the impetus to consolidate its Ageing and Health
concerns ofthose groups must be integrated into every aRer@agramme established in 1995. The Programme’s title
of policy, instead of being addressed in aeflectedashiftfromearliercompartmentalizatiatives
compartmentalized fashion through special programm#é®mt had focused on the elderly to a new approach
administered by ministries of welfare. In order to remedgmphasizing ageing, rather than old age, and based on the
unemployment, national growth strategies mustemphasidea that, since life was a continuum, the best way to
labour-intensive sectors such as agriculture and textilesisure health in older age was to highlight the ageing
while the international community must ensure that thdimension throughout the life cycle. The Programme’s five
commitment to eradicate poverty was reflectetieralia, key elements, namely health promotion, gender, cultural
in trade policies that increased access for producers fr@arspective, community and ethics, reflected the reality
developing countries to global markets and financidhat women and men aged differently, the importance of
policies that emphasized micro-credit. understanding the settings in which individuals aged, the
67. The Third Committee played a strong role irrpeed to find affordable solutions for older persons within

promoting the themes of gender equality, equityand socti€!l communities, and the ethical dilemmas related to

justice in the work of the United Nations, and its concerrfI€IN, including suchissues as undue prolongation oflife

were very close to those of his Department. He urged it 6 Undue hastening of death.

focus on those themes not as the province of speciél. The Programme’s conceptual framework was based

programmes for special groups, but as priorities that must the idea of functional capacity. The functional capacity

be central to all development strategies. of human biological systems reached its peak in early
p g

68. Mr. Mofokeng (South Africa) asked whether theadulthood and declined naturally thereafter. The rate of

United Nations funds and programmes had tailoredthénat_ decline was 'afg‘?'Y d_etermmed by__llfestyle,
priorities to the needs of the world's 60 mi”ionenwronmentandsuchdeﬂmenmesaspoornutrltlon.Much

Id be done to slow the rate of decline, and, for
unemployed young people, and whether there were aﬁ% ! N
plans to strengthen the United Nations Youth Unit, whictdividuals who hadreached the threshold of disability, hip

was severely understaffed. He expressed concern that&ﬁelacem_ents, cataract operqtlons and other_s_uch
follow-up to the World Conference of Iv”nistersmterventlonscouldrestorefuncnon.Wheretheregammg

Responsible for Youth (Lisbon, 1998) was neteiving of functional capacity was no longer possible, maximum

the same attention within the Secretariat as tr?é'a“ty of life should be gnsgr_ed within the limitations
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and tngosed by the level of disability.

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and asked@2. Drawing on the Programme, WHO had developed a
whether the Conference had not been disadvantaged in tGiaibal Strategy for Active Ageing consisting of four
respect bythe decision notto designate ita United Natiooemponents, namely gathering and disseminating
conference. information on healthy ageing to target groups ranging

69. Mr. Desai(Under-Secretary-General for Economiérom policy makers _to ageing individuals; - raising
and Social Affairs) replied that, while his Departmen@Wareness of population ageing as one of the greatest
recognized that more needed to be done to assist {?HP“C_ hea_lth_ ch_alleng_es .Of the _twenty-ﬂrst century;
world’s youth and was seeking to raise awareness of tHPacity-building, includingidentifyingresearch needs and
problem, it was not a field-oriented body and lacked tHg2ining for primary health-care workers; and policy
budget to deliver services at the country level. Thatwas tHEVElopment with particular emphasis on multi-sectoral
responsibility of such institutions as UNDP and UNICEI'—f."ppro'g_‘CheS and cost-effective strategies for developing
Youth unemployment was a social time bomb that must gauntries.

defused. ILO was undertaking a number of initiatives t63. The work of WHO on ageing and health was carried
that end, but much remained to be done. As to the Lisbont in partnership with other United Nations agencies,
Conference, the General Assembly had decided on a forrgaternment agencies, non-governieorganizations and
that would, in its view, be most conducive to interactioacademic institutions. The 1999 World Health Day had
between Governments and youth groups. His Departmdigien dedicated to the theme of healthy ageing. On 2
took the outcome ofthe Conference very seriously and w@stober 1999, WHO had launched the Global Movement
working to disseminate it. for Active Ageing by organizing the Global Embrace, a
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series of walk events in which millions of people in over7. The Bank sought to address the problems of human
3,000 citiesand townsin 97 countries had participated oveend social development through various approaches, such
a 24-hour period. The Global Embrace had been tlas the creation of “coalitions for change” involving
largest-ever simultaneous health-promotion event in tikeoperation among the United Nations, Governments,
world. The momentum generated by the WHO initiativesiultilateral organizations, the private sector and civil
to celebrate the International Year of Older Persons wowdciety. It had launched a new poverty strategy under
be consolidated througimter alia, the establishment of which a poverty reduction strategy paper interlinking
a programme for research on ageing and health andrmacroeconomic and social issues would be prepared for
initiative to expand programmes to train healtleach country to guide the efforts of the Bank, the
professionals in caring for older persons. International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Government
74. Efforts to promote active ageing must bgoncerned. The Bank had deepened and broadened its

complemented by policies to reduce social inequities ag@mmitment to debt reduction through a revitalized
poverty, and should be integrated into all developmeh'teav'ly In_debted Poor Countries (HIPC) Det_)t In|t|at|ve._
programmes. The maintenance of health and quality of IRECENtY. ithad produced a paper on managing the social
for all ages would help to build a harmonioug'mens'ons of crisis, in which it had pointed out the need

intergenerational community and a dynamic economgrﬁ'mm'zethe'mpad Okf crises on theap. (I)dnt;hzbaslls g
Healthy older persons were a resource to their familied, that Paper, a new work programme would be develope

their communities and their societies as a whole. to identify good practices in that area. The Bank was

] ) strongly committed to investing in human development,
75. Mr. Doryan (World Bank) said that the widespreadyhich was the foundation for long-term economic growth
visibility of recent economic reversals andiabsetbacks and povertyreduction. Accordingly, it had earmarked over

had highlighted the human costs of financial crises i§7 pillion for lending in the areas of social protection,
emerging markets and had shown that the globgkaith, nutrition and education.

community had not fully understood the meaning and

measure of development. It had become clear thzcﬁ' The_ B_anks broad soual_agenda was ba5|c_ tc_> Its
%verall mission of povertyreduction. The Bank and similar

separating macroeconomic policy-making from human = = S : .

development was a recipe for failure. Women and gir gsntutlons must bear in mind their accountabilityto those

were particularly vulnerable to the effects of financiaf VN9 " poverty and exclusion, particularlyin view ofthe
iodrlthcoming five-year review of the World Summit for

crises, since theyoften bore the burden of food and medi i Devel | ime for the qlobal .
shortages by putting their families’ needs beforetheirowr?‘,OCIa evelopment. [twas time for the global community

and were the first to lose jobs and educationé‘l’_“Sten carefully to the voices of the poor and respond

opportunities. One of the most disruptive aspects of tN\%‘h rte_newecicomrr:*n_ltment, deeper understanding and more
financial crises had been the unravelling of the promise% ective partnersnips.

a better future for young people and their families. The9. Ms. Olszowska (United Nations Educational,
crises had strained the capacity of the affectécientificand Cultural Organization (UNESCO)) saidthat
Governments to prevent basic social services frothe Education for All (EFA) 200B.ssessment exercise,
collapsing and had illustrated the importance of effectivdescribed in document A/54/128, would provide an
governance in key social areas and public confidenceapportunity for each country to take stock of its progress
government officials. and shortfalls, consult with neighbouring countries and
76. The World Bank had conducted a series of studisggmorS and reshape i_ts eo!ucational strategies _at the
entitted “Consultations with the Poor”, irWolvmgthreshold of the new millennium. Gre_ater emphass was
approximately 20,000 poor men and women in fjéurrentlybe{n_g pla(_:ed onthe presentatlpn ofdlsaggregated
countries. Five main dimensions of concern to poor peo €ta FO facmtate In-country gnc_l regional educational
had emerged from those studies: material well-beinlg,an_n'n_g'AI'St of 18 core EFA indicators and other, more
physical well-being, security, freedom of choice and actio ualitative means of reviewing EFA progress had been

and good social relations. The concept of well-bein eveloped. Undoubtedly, there would be a huge demand for

included the ability to acquire education, information', ternational agencies to assist countries in collecting,
ocessing and interpreting quantitative data. It was

services and resources, toenjoyadecent standard of livif ) M )
to avoid slipping further into poverty and even to hel portantto stress that each indicator must be interpreted
In relation to others, rather than in isolated fashion. The

others in need. . .
EFA 2000 Assessmentwould also involve reporting on the

10
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status of implementation of Commitment 6 of the
Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social
Development, in terms of universal and equitaloieeas
to quality education.

80. Although some 3.3 billion people had bectiteeate

in the past four decades, progress had been uneven and
there were still some 875 million illiterate people in the
world, two thirds of whom were women; the illiteracy gap
between men and women had not narrowed. Consequently,
a 10-year programme on girls’ education, based on the
premise that national partners must take the lead, was
about to be submitted to the Secretary-General. The
proposed United Nations decade to eradicateilliteracy was
aimed at creating a literate world in which societies and
individuals promoted their own literacy geots. UNESCO
would welcome the adoption of a General Assembly
resolution on the subject.

81. Beforetheendof1999, UNESCO would organize an
international meeting on youth and older persons, in the
framework ofthe International Year of Older Persons. The
Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and Paogmes and
the Braga Youth Action Plan had inspired the UNESCO
strategyfor action with and for youth. The next conference
of ministers responsible for youth affairs should be held at
the same time asthe nextngovernmental organizations’
forum in order to enhance the dialogue among youth, the
United Nations system and decision-makers. She hoped
that Member States would make efforts in that direction.

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m
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