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AGENDA ITEM 901 WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION ( conefnued)  (A/45/137-E/1990/35)

AQENDA ITEM 92r IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROQRAMME  OF ACTION CONCERNING
DISABLED PERSONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS (cpnt.i.laued)
(A/45/470)

AQENDA ITEM 961 POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES INVOLVING YOUTH (ww) (A/45/225,
A / 4 5 / 2 2 7 ,  A / 4 5 / 2 0 0 ,  A / 4 5 / 3 3 0 ,  A / 4 5 / 4 2 2 )

AGENDA ITEM 99; QUESTIGN  OF AGING ( cantinue8) ( A / 4 5 / 2 0 7 ,  A / 4 5 / 4 2 0 )

AGENDA ITEM 1041 INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE FAMILY (m 1 (A/45/365!
A/C. 3/45/j)

1. Mr.  AL-W (Yemen) sa id  that  as  a  young State ,  Yemen bel ieved that the
w e a l t h  o f  a  na t i on  der i ved  f rom i t s  ab i l i t y  t o  deve lop  i t s  human  re source s . It6
accomplishments  would not  have been poss ible  without  the  part ic ipat ion oL the
people  working in  conjunct ion with  the  State . E v e n  w i t h  t h e  l i m i t e d  teclrnical  and
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  a t  i t s  d i s p o s a l , his Government had undertaken programmes and
m e a s u r e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  p l a y  a  c o n s t r u c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e
real i sat ion of  cohes ive  economic  and socia l  development .

2. Youth  cons t i t u t ed  e g r e a t  s o u r c e  o f  energy ,  and  s ince  i t s  e s t ab l i shmen t ,  t he
United Nat ions  had at tached enormous at tent ion to  the  young. The pr ior i ty  placed
on youth had been repeatedly emphasised by the General Assembly and the Economic
and Social  Counci l ,  and an internat ional  consensus  had been formed that  further
efforts  should be  made to  encourage young people.to  take part  in  the  social  and
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  i n  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e
and securi ty . Yemen had worked towards  the  object ives  of  the  Internat ional  Youth
Year and had at tached great  importance to  the  youth sector  with  a  v iew to
h a r n e s s i n g  t h e  c r e a t i v e  a b i l i t i e s  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .
Yemeni y o u t h  p l a y e d  a  l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  oE
the country.

3. Hi6 delegat ion had s tudied the  report  of  the  Secretary-General  on aging
( A / 4 5 / 4 2 0 ) ,  which  was  a  soc i a l  and  human i t a r i an  prob lem  re l a t ed  to  developmenl.  He
drew  a t t en t ion  to  paragraph  9  (f) o f  tha t  r epor t  i n  wh ich  enellring  community
i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  o l d  a g e  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  min o f  zalf-help  opp~~r~t.~lrllrie!:,
family  and community support, a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  was i d e n t i f i e d  R!: on0 rlT
the chal lenges  the  problem of  aging posed to  Governments . F a m i l y  suppor-t. UC t:llr!
aged was  one of  the  main principles  underlying the  approach tnksn by Yemeni.  !;ot:lr!ty
in  implementat ion of  the  teachings  of  Is lam. In Yemen each family was f.111  ly
tesponsihle  for  the  welfare  of  i t s  aged members  who temainecl  within  thoJ.r- famJ.ly
u n t i l  t h e y  d i e d .

/ . * .
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4 . The problem of  the  disabled const i tuted a  human burden shared by al l
coun t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s . w o u l d  b e  a  m i s t a k e  t o  i g n o r e
the  danger  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f f e r e d  d i s ab l ed  per sons  by  no t  a l l ow ing
t h e m  t o  p l a y  a h  e f f e c t i v e  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y .

MLSE (Japan)  noted tha t  w a s  e s sen t i a l  t o  make  fu r ther  e f fo r t s  t owards
t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  e q u a l i t y  f o r  t h e  5 0 0  m i l l i o n  d i s a b l e d
people  in  the  world. With regard to  the  agenda for  act ion from 1990 to  1992,  he
s a i d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  r a t i f y  s o m e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e rna t iona l
l e g a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  d i s a b i l i t y ,  t h e i r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  w a s  i n  f a c t  a
matter to be decided by the Government of each Member State. Second,  the  regional
c o m m i s s i o n s  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  o r  s t r e n g t h e n  un i t s  on  d i s ab i l i t y  w i th in
their  Socia l  Development  Div is ion, bu t  i t  mus t  be  under s tood  tha t  t he  co s t  o f  t ho se
unit6  should be absorbed within  the  exis t ing United Nat ions  budget . Regarding the
p r e l i m i n a r y  o u t l i n e  o f  a  l o n g - t e r m  s t r a t e g y , i t  wa s  sugge s t ed  i n  the  r epor t  o f  t he
expert  meet ing,  that  a  g lobal  conference to  draw up 8 convent ion on the  r ights  of
disabled people  should be  organised not  la ter  than the  year  2000. I t  w a s  a l s o
suggested that  the  regional  commiss ions  should be encouraged to  hold  regional
conEerences  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  p r e p a r i n g  r e g i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n s . Such suggest ions  should
be  s tud i ed  fur ther  and  carefully, and the views of Member State6 should be taken
into account . Japan was strilling to accommodate the aim of the World Programme of
Act ion Concerning Disabled Persons  and was  also  committed to  the  idea that  d isabled
per sons  shou ld  en joy  fu l l  par t i c ipa t i on  and  equa l  r i gh t s . It was  co -opera t ing
a c t i v e l y  w i t h  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  b y  ex tend ing  t echn i ca l  a s s i s t ance  fo r  tha t
purpose. The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, to
which Japan had contributed a total of $US 400,000 from 1980 to 1989 and was
planning another  contr ibut ion for  1990, had played an important  role  in  support ing
act iv i t ies  in  implementat ion of  the  World Programme of  Action.

6. The  fu l l  and  ac t i v e  par t i c ipa t i on  of- y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  s o c i e t y  w a s  c l e a r l y
crucia l  to  the  peace and development  of  a l l  mankind. He drew at tent ion to  the
act iv i t ies  carr ied out  by the  Japan Overseas  Co-operat ion Volunteers  Plan,  which
wati  an  integral  part  of  the  Japan Internat ional  Co-operat ion Agency. Under the
Plan,  young men alld women were dispatched to  developing countr ies  to  of fer  their
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o t h e r s . He urged Member States
to  maintain  the  momentum they had bui l t  up during the  Internat ional  Youth Year  in
19R5.

‘I . Uuestions  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e l d e r l y  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  the e f f ec t s
o f  t he  t r end  toward6  older p o p u l a t i o n 6  w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  ser.inu6  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g
coun t r i e s , a s  shown  in  the  r epor t  o f  t he  Secre ta ry -Genera l  (A/45/420). lli fi
de legat ion regret ted that .  the  document  had not  been distrihrlt,erl  in  t ime t.o n l lnw
for t h e  st\\dy i t  d e s e r v e d . T h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  programme  f o r  log;!
r egard ing  the  fu r ther  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t he  In t e rna t iona l  P lan  o f  Ac t ion  on Agi.nq
011 t h e  t e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  i t s  a d o p t i o n  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  f u l l y  :;\.udied  in t h e  capitol
of each Member State.

/ . . .
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(Mr.Geaaki.Jaaan)

8 . The family  was  a  bas ic  socia l  uni t  whose  importance to  the  heal thy development
o f  ch i ld ren  cou ld  no t  be  over-emphasised. The proclamat ion of  1994 as  the
Internat ional  Year  of  the  Family  would make a  great  contr ibut ion to  family
w e l f a r e . He noted that according to document the draft programme under
preparat ion by the  Secretar iat  would be submitted through the  Commiss ion for  Social
D e v e l o p m e n t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s  f o r t y - s i x t h  s e s s i o n . H i s  d e l e g a t i o n
hoped that  the  preparat ions  for  and implementat ion the  Internat ional  Year  of  the
Family  would be  both ef fect ive  and ef f ic ient  and that  fu l l  account  would be  taken
o f  i t s  s y s t e m - w i d e  budge tary  imp l i ca t i on s . He also  wished to  note  the  usefulness
of  the  report  of  the  Expert  Meet ing on the  Negat ive  Consequences  of  Alcohol  use
held  at  Oslo  in  August  1990 (A/C.3/45/3).

9. Wi th  r egard  to  the  wor ld  soc i a l  s i t ua t i on , h e  n o t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  r e p o r t
submit ted by the  Secretary-General  every  threo years  had been intended to  provide  a
comprehens i ve  de sc r ip t i on  and  ana ly s i s  o f  t he  wor ld  soc i a l  oituation, prob lem6  had
ar i s en  w h i c h  h a d  l e f t  t h e  o v e r a l l  a c c u r a c y  a n d  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  o p e n  t o
quest ion and urged that  great  care  should be  taken in  that  regard in  the
prepara t ion  o f  f u ture  r epor t s .

10. m. Pw ( M e x i c o ) ,  a f t e r  r e m a r k i n g  o n  t h e  l a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e
documents under review, sa id  the  1990s  had  begun  in  a  sp i r i t  o f  f ru s t ra t ion  b e c a u s e
o f  the  s t agna t ion  in  soc i a l  p rogre s s  i nher i t ed  f rom the  19806 ,  bu t  a l so  i n  a  sp i r i t
of  hope because  thinking with  regard to  developmtnt  was  undergoing a  real
r e v o l u t i o n . The need for the structural adjustment programmes embarked upon to
tha t  end  was  no  l onger  under  d i s cu s s ion ,  bu t  the i r  social covt was  a  ma t t e r  f o r
concern. D a t a  on  soc i a l  cond i t i on s  and  the  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  t he i r  wor sen ing  had  m a d e
t he  wor ld  soc i a l  s i t ua t i on  a  f ocu s  o f  d e b a t e . The main chal lenges  for  the  lY906
w e r e  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  s o c i a l  a d j u s t m e n t  a n d  s o c i a l  c o s t : ,  tr)
h a l t  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  standards o f  l i v i n g  a n d  t o  r e s t o r e  g r o w t h  i n  o r d e r  t o
a c h i e v e  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  f o r  a l l . Without  such progress , i t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o
achieve  the  object ive6  of  the  Third Committee.

11. T h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f  t h e  t a s k  o f  a c h i e v i n g  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  w a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  t h e
fac t  tha t  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  b i l l i o n  p e o p l e  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  a b s o l u t e  p o v t r t y  a n d  cl06e t o
9 0 0  m i l l i o n  a d u l t s  w e r e  i l l i t e r a t e , w h i l e  a n o t h e r  b i l l i o n  peop1.e  d id  no t  have
access  to  d r ink ing  wa ter . At the  recent  World  Summit  for  Chi ldren,  i t  had enerqed
tha t  150  m i l l i on  ch i ld ren  under  f i v e  year s  o f  age  su f f e red  f rom ma lnu t r i t i on  and
t h a t  1 4  m i l l i o n  children  d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e i r  f i f t h  b i r t h d a y . Of the large number of
measures  proposed for  overcoming those  problems,  some  required an internal  ef for t
by  coun t r i e s , w h i l e  o t h e r 6  c a l l e d  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t i o n . A l l  o f  t h e m  (lame  u p
aga in s t  two  obs t ac l e s . T h e  f i r s t  w a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  or.ir;iu ~1.
s o c i a l  problemc, the  r e l a t i on sh ip  be tween  them and  the  ac t i on s  and  methods nr?~rlnr.l
to  so lve  them. Second, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  n e e d e d  t o  p u t  a n  encl t o  t h e  6r)c:inl
i n e q u a l i t y  w i t h i n  c o u n t r i e s  w a s  l a c k i n g .

12. The preceding year, h e r  d e l e g a t i o n  h a d  n o t e d  that t h e  ~~9_89_J&~~r~t.  U!I t h e  Wocld
&,t&~l Situatiorl d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  a m e a n s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  g e n e r a l  t r e n d s  i.r~ t-he tnr7ir1
soc i a l  i nd i ca tor6  and  o f  viewj.ng  spec i f i c  p rob lems  i n  a  l a rger  con tex t . 1 t. llil~l
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gone on record as  favouring the  preparat ion of  a supplement  which would give
pr ior i t y  t o  an  ana ly s i s  o f  t he  ma in  ind i ca tor s  o f  soc i a l  p rogre s s  and  s t andards  o f
l i v ing  and  wou ld  cons ider  the  r ea sons  fo r  the i r  negative per formance  i n  r ecen t
years . She thanked the  Secretary-General  for  the  supplement  to  the  1989 report
(A/45/137), which had been prepared along the  l ines  indicated in  General  Assembly
r e s o l u t i o n  44156. H e r  d e l e g a t i o n  was p l e a s e d  t o  n o t e  t h a t  P p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  o n
the  work  done within  the  United Nat ions  to  improve socia l  indicetors would  be
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  f o r  i t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .

13. Referr ing to  some speci f ic  socia l  problems experienced throughout  the  world,
She noted that  1995 would mark the  tenth anniversary  of  Internat ional  Youth Year.
An appra i s a l  o f  t he  p rogre s s  ach i eved  in  the  i n t e rven ing  year s  was  no t  op t im i s t i c .
M o s t  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  h a d  s t i l l  n o t  a c h i e v e d  t h e  f u l l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  y o u t h  i n t o
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l , e conomic  and  soc i a l  l i f e . The momentum achieved during
International Youth Year had not been maintained, and new impetus was needed if
real achievements were to be made by 1995. Her delegation Supported the
recommendat ions  contained in  the  report  of  the  Secretary-General  (A/45/422)  and
also  endoroed the  preparat ions  for  the  programme of  act ion to  commemorate  the  tenth
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  y e a r .

14. The world  community  should prepare  i t se l f  for  confront ing the problem of
a g i n g ,  b e a r i n g  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  e l d e r l y  s h o u l d  p l a y  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c
a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y . H e r  d e l e g a t i o n  suppor:;ed  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e
Secre ta ry -Genera l  p repared  i n  tha t  connec t i on  ( A / 4 5 / 4 2 0 )  and  h i s  p roposa l6  for an
act ion programme on aging for  1992 and beyond to  serve  as  a  catalyst  for  Eurther
implementat ion of  the  Internat ional  Plan on Aging. T h e  g l o b a l  c a l e n d a r  oE e v e n t s
on aging during the  per iod 1991-1992 also  seemed very  useful .

15. H e r  d e l e g a t i o n  a t t a c h e d  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e
Internat ional  Year  of  the  Family  and was  pleased to  note  the  des ignat ion of  the
Director  of  the  Social  Development  Div is ion of  the  United Nat ions  Off ice  at  Vienna
as  Co-ordinator  for  the  Year.

16. t@.,JIAQE@j&  (Pak i s t an )  s a id  tha t ,  s i nce  she  was  her se l f  d i s ab l ed ,  her  p re sence
w a s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  h e r  GOVerXUIIent’S  d e s i r e  t o  i n c l u d e  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  i n  its
d e l e g a t i o n , and of  the  se l f -advocacy of  d isabled person6 who wished to  work for
their own advancement. Pak i s t an  had  fo rmu la t ed  a  na t i ona l  po l i cy  fo r  t h e  d i s a b l e d
at t h e  beginninq o f  t he  Un i t ed  Nation6 D e c a d e  o f  DiSabled  Per sons . I t  1~6~1  a l s o
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  n e w  d i v i s i o n  o f  i t s  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h  f o r  s p e c i a l  educatiou  OIKI
s o c i a l  w e l f a r e . Since the beginning of the Decade, the Pakistan Government had
col laborated with  United Nat ion6 specialized  agencies o n  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  and er7rl.y
d e t e c t i o n  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s . A  b r o a d  progr6nxne o f  c h i l d  immunization  h a d  been
implemented, and  d i agnos t i c  cen t re s  had  been  s e t  up  in  hosp i t a l s . Her Government
had also  worked %*ith non-governmental  organizations  to  broaden the publ ic ’s
awarene s s  oE the  s i t ua t ion  o f  d i s ab l ed  per sons  th rough  the  pre s s  and  the  Rlectronic
media, w i t h  recognizable  r e s u l t s . Television had been utilized as a community
ou t reach  med ium to  d i s s emina te  i n format ion  abou t  d i s ab i l i t i e s  and  the i r  Qrevention,
and abou t  the  care  and  we l f a re  o f  d i s ab l ed  per sons . A s  a  d i s a b l e d  persol), she
par t i c ipa ted  in  tha t  p roce s s  by  ac t ing  a s  a  med ia  adv i s e r .
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17. Pak i s t an  had  t aken  ano ther  po s i t i v e  s t ep  by  e s t ab l i sh ing  educa t iona l  and
t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n . The new specia l  ttducation  centres  had
increa sed  the  n e e d  fo r  qua l i f i ed  teaCher6, 60 special  tra ining programme6 for  the
teaching of  disabled persons  had been introduced. To date, thousands  o f  t eacher s
had been trained in Such programmes. In addit ion,  Pakistan had provided disabled
per sons  w i th  i ncrea sed  acce s s  t o  voca t i ona l  t r a in ing ,  60 tha t  t hey  cou ld  f i nd
skilled employment and thereby enhance their independence. In order to broaden
emplcyment!  OppOrtUnitieS  f o r  t h e  d i s a b l e d , a  1  per  cent  quota  of  d isabled persons
had been establ i shed for  a l l  employment  sectors .

18. Pakistan had made special  ef for ts  to  address the  need6 of  women with
disabilitfe6  b y  i n t e g r a t i n g  those n e e d 6  i n t o  i t s  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e
advancement of wome;n. Paki s t an  had  increa sed  i t s  suppor t  o f  t he  activities  o f
non-gOVernmenta  organi6atione by  co l l abora t ing  w i th  them and  a s s i s t i ng  them
f i n a n c i a l l y . H e r  d e l e g a t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  Nation6  s h o u l d  f o l l o w
Pak i s t an ’ s  example  by  cons ider ing  the  i nc lu s ion  o f  an  i t e m  i n  i t s  budge t  t o  fund
organieations  a n d  p r o j e c t 6  f o r  d i s a b l e d  persons.

M,~EB JUN.&Q ( P a k i s t a n )  s a id  tha t  t he  supp lemen t  tc, t h e  1 9 8 9  R e p o r t  o n  t h e
-demonstra ted  tha t  soc i a l  p rogre s s  was inseparable  f r o m
economic progress. More than 20 years  af ter  the  adopt ion of  the  Declarat ion on
Social Progress and Development, socia l  condit ion6 in  many developing countr ies
s t i l l  l e f t  m u c h  t o  b e  d e s i r e d . The s tagnat ion or  the  decl ine  of  the  economies  of
many developing countr ies  in  the  1980s  had been marked by negat ive  resource  f lows,
t rade  barr i e r s , c ru sh ing  deb t  burden  and  h igh  in t e re s t  r a t e s . T h e  s t r u c t u r a l
ad ju s tmen t  po l i c i e s  under taken  by  deve lop ing  coun t r i e s  had  o f t en  mean t  s ac r i f i c ing
h e a l t h ,  l i t e r a c y , housing and the  eradicat ion of  poverty  for  the  sake of  economic
development. However, the recent World Summit for Children was a reminder of the
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i t s  p o s t e r i t y .  T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
development  s trategy for  the  fourth  United Nation6 development  decade addressed the
essent ia l  l inkage between economic and sociel development  for  the  improvement  of
the human condition, and was therefore a promising mechanism of change.

20. The Secretary-General’6 recommendation6 on the implementation of various youth
programme6 and act iv i t ies  based on the  theme6 of  part ic ipat ion,  development  and
peace, pursuant to  General  Assembly resolut ions , were  worthy of  favourable
cons idera t ion . P a k i s t a n ’ s  y o u t h  p o l i c y  was  par t  o f  i t s  na t iona l  p l ann ing
framework, and was  intended to  improve the  educat ional  and employment  sitrration of
young people, t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  a s s u m e  a  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . lie1
d e l e g a t i o n  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  amelrvrata  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d
economic condit ion6 of  the  world'6  aging populat ion. P a k i s t a n  h a d  a<apt.ecl  it.s own
p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  a g i n g  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  e n j o y  fulfilliug,  h e a l t h y ,  .T;T?CII~C
l i v e s  i n  the i r  f ami l i e s  and  commun i t i e s . That  plan, involving both gover runent.nl
and non-governmental organizations, i n c l u d e d  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  fami I ies o f
t h e  e l d e r l y  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s , preparation for aging through a mass media
campaign, i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  g e r i a t r i c s  i n  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  aurl
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a r e  o f  t h e  e l d e r l y .

/ . . .
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2 1 .  m. Ow ( M a u r i t a n i a )  said t h a t  t h e  m o s t  c o m p l e x  s o c i a l
problem6 facing the  countr ies  of the  world  were  those  involv ing youth. The General
ASSembly’S  1965 Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideal6 of Peace,
Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples had recognieed the idealistic
nature  of  young people  and their  importance as  the  hope of the  world. Current ly ,
young people  were in  the  forefront  of  movements  for  socia l  and pol i t ical  change.
Through their  ef fort6  to  br ing about  reforms based on noble  ideals  such a6 freedom,
peace,  jus t ice  and the  defence of the  environment ,  young people  had set  an  example
of  courage and commitment  in  the  face  of  brute  force ,  notably  in  South Africa,  in
P a l e s t i n e  a n d  i n  a l l  o c c u p i e d  t e r r i t o r i e s .

22. The search for  concrete ,  e f fect ive  and speedy ways  to  prepare  young people  for
the i r  f u ture  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  was  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c h a l l e n g e 6  c u r r e n t l y  f a c i n g  t h e
world. The observance of  Internat ional  Youth Year  in  1985 had led many countr ies
to renew their commitment to young people, and the recent World Summit for Children
h a d  g i v e n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m 6  o f  c h i l d r e n . However, those new
commitments must be followed by concrete action. The abatement  o f  ideological
con f ron ta t ion  in  the  i n t e rna t iona l  commun i ty  o f f e red  oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  g rea te r
at tent ion to  the  problem6 of  youth. E%MlpleS  of  i n t e rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  in  tha t
area on a  regional  bas is  included the  co-operat ion among the  States  of the Arab
Maghreb Union for  the  protect ion and educat ion of  chi ldren,  as  wel l  a6  the
par t i c ipa t ion  o f  Tunisia,  t h e  L i b y a n  A r a b  Jamahiriya, A lger i a  and  Maur i t an ia  i n
Arab  and  pan-Afr i can  you th  f e s t i va l s .

23. The economic  difficulties  of  the  19806 had had a  profound effect  on the most
v u l n e r a b l e  s e g m e n t s  o f  s o c i e t y  i n c l u d i n g  y o u t h , and the degradat ion of  the
environment  was  threatening the  future  of  young people . D e c r e a s i n g  attentiOn  t0
the problem6 of  youth  was  to  blame for  the  prevalence  of  juveni le  del inquency,
drug6 and cr ime in  developing countr ies  (as  a  resul t  of  weakened family  and
governmenta l  s tructures , and  the  f a i l u re  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  re source s )  and  in
industrialized c o u n t r i e s  ( a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w a n i n g  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  i n c r e a s i n g
egocentrcity  and widespread unemployment). Government.6 had halted their
development  of  an extra-curr icular  SOCiO-educative  infrastructure  (community  youth
programmes, v a c a t i o n  c e n t r e s ,  e t c . ) , and  the  cons t ruc t i ve  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  you th  i n
s o c i e t y  h a d  t h e r e f o r e  d e c r e a s e d . T h e  organization  o f  y o u t h  a c t i v i t i e s  h a d  d e c l i n e d
since the 1980 United Nation6 World Youth Assembly. The abandonment of young
people  to  the  temptat ions  of  consumerism had lef t  them wi thout  models  to  emulate ,
and  had  e roded  the i r  na tura l l y  s t rong  s en se  o f  m o r a l i t y . The world was therefore
l o s i n g  a  v a l u a b l e  m o r a l  r e s o u r c e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  i d e a l 6  o n  w h i c h  soc.iel  and
economic pol ic ies  must  be  based.

24. Since young people  were  the  world’s  most  precious  capi ta l ,  i t  was  t ime to
sound the  a larm for  the  problems of  youth. The Third Committee should s1I’1qest
ideas  for  youth pol ic ies  to  member States , to  nurture  the  mind and conscience of
the  world’6  youth. I t  wou ld  a l so  be  appropr i a t e  f o r  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ion s  t;o hold a
second World Youth Assembly.

/ . . .
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25. Bra. AtVAREZ (Dominican Republ ic)  sa id  that  because  the  United Nation6  had
efftablished s tandards  o f  d e c e n t  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  s e vera l  g roups  i n  soc i e t y ,  s uch  a s
women,  disabled persons  and chi ldren, i t  shou ld  a l so  adop t  a  dec l a ra t i on  on  the
r i g h t 6  o f  t h e  e l d e r l y . Like the  aforement ioned socia l  groups ,  the  e lderly  were
p a r t i c u l a r l y  V u l n e r a b l e  t0 d i s c r im ina t ion  i n  emp loyment ,  phys i ca l  abuse ,  poverty
and  the  deva lua t i on  o f  t he i r  d ign i t y .

26. It  could  not  be argued that  such a  declarat ion was  unnecessary  because  the
e lder ly  were a lready protected by the  Universal  Declarat ion of  Human Rights ,  since
other  socia l  groups  had already been deemed worthy of  specia l  recognit ion. Their
n u m b e r 6  w e r e  i n c r e a s i n g  s o  q u i c k l y  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  e l d e r l y
would outnumber infants two to one. It  was  a lso  unreasonable  to  assume that  the
right  of  the  e lderly  to  work was  detr imental  to  the  employment  s i tuat ion of  young
people , s ince  the  exclus ion of  ski l led,  experienced worker6 from the  labour  force
would lower  product iv i ty , t h e r e b y  d a m a g i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  p e o p l e  i n  a n y
economy. The pract ice  of  forced ret irement  a lso  lowered the  worker/dependent
r a t i o , creat ing di f f icul t ies  for  younger  worker6 who must  pay taxes  to  fund
re t i r emen t  bene f i t s . In  many poor  developing countr ies ,  where  socia l  securi ty
b e n e f i t 6  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  d e p r i v i n g  t h e  e l d e r l y  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  w o r k  o f t e n  h a d
lethal  consequences .

27. The United Nat ion6 had the  reSpOn6ibility  to  foresee  and act  upon the
impliCatiOn6 Of  fu ture  t r ends , including those  suggested by i t6  Own StatiStiCS  on
aging. T h e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  o v e r  6 0  p r e s e n t e d  s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l
and economic problem6 that  af fected the  relat ionship  between generat ions . The
p l a c e  o f  t h e  e l d e r l y  i n  a l l  s o c i e t i e s  w a s  c h a n g i n g  o r  w a s  a b o u t  t o  c h a n g e :
t h e r e f o r e , a  United Nation6 declarat ion on the  r ight6  of  the  e lderly  was  more
urgent  than ever .

28. Mr. WQQ (Alban ia )  s a id  tha t  a l though  in  some  ways  there  had  been
improvements  over  the  past  year , the  economic  and social  si tuat ion of the
developing countr ies  had worsened and the  gap between those countr ies  and the
industrialized countr ies  had widened. It  was  general ly  agreed that  o ld  methods
c o u l d  n o t  r e s o l v e  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s .

29. Albania,  having emerged from i ts  s tate  of  backwardness ,  was  progress ing on i t
chosen path of economic devulopment, d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b u i l d  a  l i f e  o f  w e l l - b e i n g  f o r
i t s  p e o p l e . I t  was  current ly  engaged in  a  new phase  of  development ,  call.ing  for
the  h ighe s t  possible produc t i v i t y  f rom i t s  ma ter i a l  and  human  re source s . That
required modern technology, educated and experienced personnel ,  the  promotion of
i n i t i a t i v e , good  soc i a l  r e l a t i on s  and  s t r eng then ing  and  expans ion  o f  co -opera t ion
wi th  the  r e s t  o f  t he  wor ld .

30. Albania  was  a  young and inexperienced 6ocie.y  - abou t  7 0  per  cen t  o f  i t s
populat ion was  below the  age of  30. It  was  undergoing changes,  such as  the
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l a n d  a n d  c a t t l e  t o  t h e  p e a s a n t s , t he  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a  p r i va t e
sec tor  fo r  s e rv i ce s  and  c ra f t  worker s ,  f o re ign  i nve s tmen t ,  and  the  c rea t i on  o f
j o i n t  e n t e r p r i s e s , all of which brought new problems. T h e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  w a s  t o
r e v i t a l i s e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  f i n d i n g  jrlst
so lu t i on s  f o r  ex i s t i ng  and  new  soc i a l  p rob lems .

/ . .
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31. In connection with agenda item 96, A lban ia  s e t  g rea t  s t o r e  b y  i t s  y o u n g
p e o p l e ,  w h o  w e r e  p l a y i n g  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  democratieation  and  in  s t r eng then ing  pub l i c
opinion. They real ized that  progress  required hard work,  d isc ipl ine,  knowledge and
ski l l s  and that  as  democracy grew, s t andards  o f  l i f e  wou ld  improve . They were
encouraged  to  be  i n  the  fo re f ron t  and  to  show  in i t i a t i v e  and  de te rmina t ion . It was
also  recognised that  the  needs  of  young people  must  be  met  and that  they must  be
g i v e n  a c c e s s  t o  a l l  s p h e r e s  o f  l i f e , including decis ion-making and contacts  with
the  outs ide  world.

32. Regarding agenda item 92, Albania  recognized that  sustained and harmonious
economic  and socia l  development  required the  act ive  part ic ipat ion of  the  whole
popu la t i on ,  i nc lud ing  d i s ab l ed  peop le . It supported the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons and, as  far  as  i t s  means  would permit ,  had taken
v a r i o u s  m e a s u r e s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  i n  var iou s  s ec tor s
o f  a c t i v e  l i f e . A de te rmined  e f fo r t  was  r equ i red  to  improve  the  s i t ua t i on  o f
disabled people , a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t he  i n t e rna t iona l  commun i ty ,  i n  t he
framework of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. Such ass is tance was
u r g e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h e r e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s
de te r io ra t ing .

33. A lban ia  a l so  suppor ted  the  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ions  and  the
specialized a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  a g i n g . Regarding the  Internat ional  Year  of
the  Fami ly ,  A lban ia  a t t ached  par t i cu l a r  impor tance  to  p ro tec t ing  and  s t r eng then ing
t h e  f a m i l y  a s  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  o f  s o c i e t y .

34. Pr. H0Dlj.B  ( N o r w a y )  s a i d  t h a t , w i th  democracy  and  in t e rna t iona l  r e spons ib i l i t y
f o r  t h e  e a r t h  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n d a ,  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  t h e
f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  t o  d e a l  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e
s e r i o u s  t h rea t s  t o  mank ind ’ s  ex i s t ence . A c t i o n ,  o r  f a i l u r e  t o  a c t ,  t o d a y  w o u l d
decide the  l iv ing condit ions  for  people  tomorrow. Unless  act ion was  taken now to
slow down populatjon  growth, at tack poverty  and protect  the  environment ,  future
genera t i on s  wou ld  i nher i t  a  dy ing  ear th . Vast  resources  could be  saved through
disarmament  and used to  promote  the  development  of  a  susta inable  society . Young
people  had led demands  for  environmental  protect ion and would have  to  l ive  with  the
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  m a d e  t o d a y . I t  was  impor tan t ,  t here fore ,  t ha t
y o u t h  organizations  shou ld  par t i c ipa te  i n  the  prepara t ion s  fo r  the  Conference  on
Environment and Development to be held in Brazil in 1992.

35. A recent  conference for  youth organisat ions  in  the  European Community  region,
h e l d  i n  B e r g e n  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r , h a d  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l
countr ies  of  the  European Community  must  assume a  leading role  in  act ion t.o creel-e
a s u s t a i n a b l e  s o c i e t y . Norway bel ieved that  Governments  should  adopt ,  through t.he
United Nat ions  system, a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a r t e r  t o  i n c l u d e  a  s e t  o f  rights
prov id ing  fo r  the  pub l i c ,  on  a  we l l - i n formed  ba s i s ,  t o  make  dec i s i on s  on
envi tonmental questions. A l l  p e o p l e  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e c e i v e  f u l l
i n format ion  on  the  env i ronmenta l  imp l i ca t i on s  o f  p roduc t s  and  s e rv i ce s .
Susta inable  development  depended on act ion across  nat ional  borders  to  save  a  common
environment, which in turn depended on understanding and knowledge and hence on
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educat ion about  the  environment  and the  dangers  of ecological  cr i s i s . Only the
rule  of law could  secure  a  susta inable  global  society ,  and the United Nat ions
Decade of  Internat ional  Law (1990-1999)  should  help  to  s trengthen internat ional
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  l e g a l  instrursents, a s  t h e  mos t  e f f i c i en t  way  o f  en forc ing  the
act ion needed to  avoid  an environmental  d isaster .

36. There were two precondit ions  for  securing a  susta inable  environment . F i r s t ,
t h e  indusirialised  c o u n t r i e s  m u s t  h e l p  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  t o  o b t a i n  steble
source s  o f  i ncome ,  t o  en sure  the  e f f i c i en t  u s e  o f  r e source s  and  a  f a i r  clistrihution
of  weal th. T h a t  m e a n t  a  dra s t i c  change  i n  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  a n d  p a t t e r n  of consumpt ion
in  the  developed countr ies . Secondly,  populat ion growth  in  the  developing
countr ies  must  be  control led. You th  organ iea t i on s  had  a  r e spons ib i l i t y  in c rea t ing
awareness  of  the  need for  those  changes, i n  order  t o  a vo id  t en s ion s  and develop  n e w
a t t i t u d e s . Most  industrialized countr ies  neglected their  commitment  to  devote
0.15 per  cent  of  their  GNP to  the  least  developed countr ies .

37 l Young people had an important part to play in democracy, although ~II many
c o u n t r i e s  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  n o t  f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s ,  and
were even denied the  r ight  to  organise . Youth organieations were good scl~c~ols  Cor
d e m o c r a c y ,  i n s t i l l i n g  i n  y o u n g  p e o p l e  p o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s ,  t o l e r a n c e ,  r e s p e c t  f o r
o t h e r  p e o p l e ’ s  o p i n i o n s  arid a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e . In order to safeguard new
democracies  i t  was  important  to  faci l i tate  exchanges  between youth organisat ions  in
dif  fersnt  countr ies . Communication within the United Nations framework was
impor tan t  and  grea te r  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  you th  organ i sa t i on s  i n  the  Un i t ed  NatJons
s y s t e m  was  e s s e n t i a l . For many years, the  Norwegian delegat ion to  the  United
Nat ions had included two youth delegates , and as  a  representat ive  of  Norwegian
yo!tth,  he  apprec i a t ed  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  par t i c ipa t e  i n  the  Genera l  As semb ly . Only
t h r e e  d e l e g a t i o n s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e s s i o n - Denmark, Netherlands and Notwwy -
i n c l u d e d  y o u t h  d e l e g a t e s  c,ad t h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  )rad t h e r e f o r e  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  o n  t h e
s u b j e c t  t o  a l l  d e l e g a t i o n s  in  t h e  C o m m i t t e e . He hoped that more Governments wotilcl
i n c l u d e  y o u t h  d e l e g a t e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

36. :-:illions  af young  peop le  i n  bo th  i ndus t r i a l i s ed  and  deve lop ing  count.ries
l a cked  j ob s  and  educa t ion&l  oppor tun i t i e s  and  thu s  f e l t  t ha t  soc i e t y  d id  no t  need
them. I t  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  b u i l d  u p  e d u c a t i o n a l  etructurqs fn d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,
minimise  youth unemployment  and protest  against  the  c los ing of  schools  Rtlrl
u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .

39. It  was  important  for  young people  to  be  given the  opportuni ty  to  take  part  jn
internat ional  youth exchanges , s i n c e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t a c t s  f o s t e r e d  mutual
recpect, c u l t u r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y  b e t w e e n  p e o p l e s  of d i f f e ren t .  rare,
co lour  and  na t iona l  o r ig in  and  thu s  coun tered  the  i gnorance ,  f ea r  a n d  mist t  11s:)  ttt;It-
l e d  t o  e t h n i c  c o n f l i c t s . Contacts between ,ultures  w e t e  t h e  b e s t  weapotl~:  against.
xenophobia.

4 3 .  Hr. Al-J- (Qatar)  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  attached  great.  import.anr:p  t 11 the
y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  ancl depanded o n  t h e m  tar t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  i t s  ohj~cc~..ive!;.  I’.
had e s t ab l i shed  a  Counc i l  f o r  You th  Af fa i r s  i n  1979 ,  under  Ltle chairmanr.tlill  of
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His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, w h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  incluc7ed t r a i n i n g  i n
co-operat ion, s o l i d a r i t y  and  l eader sh ip  and  prov fd ing  facilltfes  for  hos t ing
students  from other  countr ies , I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s p o r t s
f a c i l i t i e s , a n d  fostered a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r t s ,  t h e a t r e  a n d  m u s i c . The Qatar
Olympic  Committee  had part ic ipated in  internat ional  and regional  meet ings .
including meetings of the International Olympic Committee.

41. Qatar w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  i t s  Rim b e i n g  t o
bring up a  generat ion of  v ig i lant  and responsible  young people ,  who would be  useful
t o  s o c i e t y  b o t h  natic,nally  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . His country followed and greatly
appreciated the  act iv i t ies  of th3 Centre  for  Socia l  Development  and Humanitar ian
A f f a i r s  QC the United Nat ions  Off ice  at  Vienna and looked forward to  co-operat ing
I n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  the  t en th  ann i ver sa ry  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y o u t h  Y e a r .

42. H.!s country  was  deeply  concerned about  the  problem of  drug addict ion and
s t re s sed  the  v i t a l  need  fo r  i n t e rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  and  mon i tor ing . His
Government  ful ly  supported a l l  the  plane put  forward by di f ferent  authori t ies
within  the United Nat ions  framework to  encourage young people  to  tack le  the
prob lems  and  f ace  up  to  the  va r iou s  d i f f i cu l t i e s  t ha t  hampared  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s o  t h a t
t h e y  c o u l d  p l a y  a n  a c t i v e  par t  i n  their own and  in  i n t e rna t iona l  soc i e ty .

43. Mr.,.SA!&E  (YugoR  lavia)  said t h a t , despi te  the  recent  improvement  in  the
p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e , t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  s e r i o u s  problems. Development in the 1990s
mur;t be  a  di f ferent  kind from past  development ,  to  ensure  a  decade of  world
progress , and to  that  end Governments  must  adopt  ef fect ive  nat ional  pol ic ies  as  a
creative response to the changing world economy, The measures and pol ic ies  adopted
by the Yugoslav Government in the past year, a imed at  transforming the country  into
a modern, market-or iented and ful ly  democrat ic  society ,  had alreedy  shown
remarkable results.

44. His  delegat ion had noted with  interest  the  report  on pol ic ies  and programmes
involv ing young people  (A/45/422)  and supported the  ef forts  to  promote  the  ideals
of  peace,  mutual  respect  and understanding among youth,  as wel l  as  s tudent  and
y o u t h  exchclnges  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s . Yugoslav ia  had a lready s tarted
activities  i;, connect ion with  the  Internat ional  Year  of  the  Ftlmfly and welcomed the
clesignation  of Mr. Henryk Sokalski, Di.rector  of  the  Socia l  Development  Div is ion of
f.he IInited  Na t ions  Of f i ce  a t  V ienna ,  a s  co -ord ina tor . His  country  agread with  the
wt.ion o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  u n i t  and  soc i a l  g roup  w i th  an
Hct.ive a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y , bu t  t hough t  tha t  more  a t t en t i on  shoulcl  h e
paid t-o the impact  o f  s o c i a l  c r i s e s  a n d  s u d d e n  s o c i a l  chanqes  o n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h i n
the E m i l y . A t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  else b e  p a i d  t o  t h e  reletionship  beLween  t h e  f a m i l y
a n d  thp var iou s  soc i a l  g roups surrounding i t  which could play an important  role  and
h e l p  o f f i c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s o c i a l  c a r e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .

45. With reqard to the report on the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled
P~rcons  ( A / 4 5 / 4 7 0 ) , h i s  de l ega t ion  agreed  tha t  d i s ab l ed  per sons  m u s t  b e  enebled  to
hcome active, contr ibut ing part ic ipants  in  the  social .  and economic development  of
t.:hr  I I. comn:*lnit ier;, Rnd t-hat they  represented R great  human resource pott?nt.ial. HlR

/’
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delegat ion at tached great  importance to  the  recommendat ions  on improving
oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  and  the  s t a t u s  of  d i s ab led  per sons  na t i ona l l y ,  and  suppor ted  the
proposed  s t ep s  f o r  r ev i t a l i s i ng  the  Decade .

45. Regarding the  report  on the  Quest ion of  Aging (A/45/420) ,  he agreed with  the
view that  the  act ive  older  populat ion represented a  development  force  and supported
the pract ical  recommendat ions  in  that  connect ion.

47. Lastly, he informed members of the Committee that preparations were under way
for  e s t ab l i sh ing  a  r e search  and  t ra in ing  in s t i t u t e  i n  Be lgrade ,  wh ich  he  hoped
would  soon be avai lable  for  use  by  the  United Nat ions .

48. Kiss !IJU&U,WJ.&  (Veneeuela) s a i d  that t h a  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  o f
d e v e l o p m e n t  w e r e  insepnreble and  s t r e s s ed  the  need  f o r  a  s o l i d  s o c i a l  ~RSC)  i n  o rder
to  bring about  true economic progress . In response to the basic economic! changes
re su l t i ng  f rom the  fo re ign  deb t  c r i s i s , the Venezuelan Government had undertaken a
s e r i e s  o f  m e a s u r e s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  s o c i a l  g r o u p s ,  f ocus ing  a t t en t i on
o n  t h ree  h igh -pr ior i t y  a rea s r nu t r i t i on ,  hea l th  and  educa t ion . Almost  hnlf of  the
nat ional  budget  for  1991 had been al located for  that  purpose. Determinecl to
r e s t o r e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  l e v e l  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  19808,  h e r  c o u n t r y
had implemented a number of social programmes aimed at mitigating the impact OI
economic adjustment  pol ic ies .

49. VeneZUela  WRB C o m m i t t e d  t o  enab l ing  d i s ab l ed  per sons  adap t  t o  the i r  immediate
s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  and  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d e v o l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s . A number oL
programmes were  being carr ied out  at  the  nat ional  level  to  meet  the  basic needs of
tha t  s ec tor  o f  t he  popu la t i on . One such programme provided the children of
d i sab led  per sons  w i th  s cho lar sh ip8  for  h igher  educa t ion . A recent ly  conducted
nat ional  population  census  would make i t  poss ible  to  determine the  number of
diuabled p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d 8  in  o r d e r  t o
r e o r i e n t  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h a t  f i e l d .

50. With regard to ways to mark the end of the United Nation8 Decade oE Disabled
Persons, h e r  d e l e g a t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  c o n v e n i n g  a  m i n i s t e r i a l - l e v e l  w o r l d
confererxe  i n  1 9 9 3 . In  order  t o  improve  the  s t a tu s  o f  d i s ab l ed  per sons  it1
developing countr ies , V e n e z u e l a  a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n t e g r a t e  specific:
componentfi  t ha t  addr~88ed  t h e  n e e d 8  o f  disabled  per sons  i n to  fioclial and  er!onnmi(*
p r o g r a m m e s  wi th in  the  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  Rt.rategy  fr)r t:llr>
fourth United Nations devnlopment decade. II: a l s o  supper-tmcl t h e  generR.l
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  fi i o n g - t e r m  s t r a t e g y  t o  the yenr 2000 8nd hoyotrrl. He r
d e l e g a t i o n  r e i t e r a t e d  i t 8  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  thf3 f a m i l y  a 8  a  l~nnic urllt
o r  s o c i e t y . V e n e z u e l a  h a d  suplwrt.ed  t h e  proposal to pro(:lRCm  tu94 t h e
international  Year of. the Family. T h e  organizational  m e a s u r e s  s e t  fort.ti i.11  t.ho
noto b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  irl t ha t  r egard  (A/45/3G5)  w e r e  v e r y  u s e f u l .

51. Mr-LRCi&ON-Qy  (IlkrainiRn  Sovie? S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c )  Rtresfied  t h e  new1  f o r
e f f e c t i v e  wayc t o  p r o v i d e  socinl p r o t e c t i o n , ilnprove  l i v i n g  8tandards  and f infl
optimum  so lu t i on s  t-0 p rob lems impeding stable development. T h e  s o c i a l  r!r)mpont?nt.  of
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United Nations activities must be strengthened in order to combine bilateral and
multilateral eEforts in tackling those problems. Increasing the role of the
Economic and Social Council in that field, inter alh through the holding oE
ministerial-level conferences, offered interesting possibilities.

52. The Ukrainian SSR supported the basic recommendations in the feasibility study
on alternative ways to mark the end of the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons (A/45/470). The anniversary programme for 1992 in the report of the
Secretary-General on the question of aging (A/45/420) was very important as a
catalyst for continued implementation of the International Plan of Action on
Aging. His delegation also supported efforts to strengthen the position of the
family and its role in the development process, including preparations for the
International Year of the Family.

53. In recent years it had become clear in the Ukrainian SSR that without
qualitative changes in social policies it would be impossible to achieve the goals
of perestroika. Unfortunately, measures taken to increase productivity and ensure
adherence to the principle of social justice had not improved the living standard
of the Ukrainian people. Serious economic and social problems were cause for
concern. Practical steps taken to increase pensions for the disabled and the
elderly, allowances for temporary disablement, assistance to families, and the
salaries of teachers, medical workers and other civil servants had been largely
undermined by inflation. The possibility of unemployment and the need to change
one's type and place of employment because of the transition to a market economy
had caused alarm.

54. The crisis in the social and economic field was further aggravated by
environmental problems. The entire territory of the Ukrainian SSR had been
declared an ecological disaster area as a result of the Chernobyl accident. Today,
approximately 1.8 million citizens of the-Republic were exposed to direct atomic
radiation. The international community had provided large-scale assistance to help
cope with the effects of the disaster. Medical institutions, social orqanizations
and business circles in a number of countries had sent hundreds of tons oE
medicine, foodstuffs and equipment for the benefit of children in the
Ukrainian SSR. The United Nations and its specialized agencies played an important
role in organizing international co-operation to overcome the effects of the
Chernobyl accident. Resolution 1990150 of the Economic and Social Council on
international co-operation to address and mitigate the consequences of the accident
at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant demonstrated the support and concern of the
international community.

55. At the current time, the Clkrainian  SSR was taking measures to bring about
concrete improvements in living conditions. A decision had been taken to close
down the Chernobyl nuclear power station and a moratorium had been declared on the
construction of new nuclear power stations. The declaration of sovereignty adopted
by the Ukrainian Parliament would enable the Republic to increase its participation
in international life at a level commensurate with its political, economic and
cultural potential. The Ukrainian SSR attached great importance to the

/ . . .
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establ ishment  and development  of  mutuall; a d v a n t a g o o u s  e q u i t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h
European and other  countr ies  that  were prepared to  co-operate .

56. The recently adopted law on the economic independence of the Ukrainian SSR
guaranteed legal  protect ion for al l  forms of ownership and provided various
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  a l l  f o r m s  o f  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  a c t i v i t y .  A t  t h e  s a m e
t ime,  the  Ukrainian SSR considered i t  extremely  important  to  observe  the  pr inciple
of  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  a n d  e n s u r e  social p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  g r o u p s  oC
the  popu la t i on  - children and young people, t h e  d i s a b l e d ,  t h e  e l d e r l y ,  t h e
unemployed and the needy. In  accordance  w i th  i t s  de s i r e  t o  p romote  s t ab i l i t y  on
the  Lasis of  balanced economic  development  and socia l  jus t ice ,  h is  delegat ion would
submi t  a  d ra f t  r e so lu t i on  on  ach i ev ing  soc i a l  j u s t i c e  and  was  p repared  to
c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  a l l  d e l e g a t i o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h a t  t e x t .

57. Me. ( U r u g u a y )  s a i d  t h a t , a l t h o u g h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  h a d
s ign i f i can t l y  improved , the  increas ing gap between developed and developing
countr ies  had aggravated the  economic  s i tuat ion in  the  developing world,
par t i cu la r l y  i n  A f r i ca  and  La t in  Amer i ca . The s lump in  the  prices  of  raw mnter-iols
and  the  d i f f i cu l t i e s  exper i enced  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  coun t r i e s  i n  expor t ing  the i r
produc t s  had  cons iderab ly  i ncrea sed  pover ty  i n  the  wor ld ,  wh ich ,  i n  the  case oI:
Lat in  America,  af fected 183 mil l ion people  or  44 per  cent  of  the  populat ion.

58. E igh ty  per  cen t  o f  t he  d i s ab l ed  per sons  i n  t h e  w o r l d  l i v e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g
coun t r i e s . External  ass i s tance was  necessary  in  order  to  compensate  for  reduct ions
in  social  programmes resul t ing from the foreign debt  burden in  order  to  reach t+e
goals  set  for  the  World Programme of  Act ion concerning Disabled Persons.  Uruguny
attached great  importance to  the  quest ion of  the  disabled and had recent ly
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s y s t e m  t o  p r o v i d e  o v e r a l l  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  f i e l d
of medical  care,  educat ion, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  en&lo
them to  func t i on  i n  soc i e t y  on  an  equa l  f oo t ing  w i th  o ther s . The objective was Lo
e n s u r e  e q u a l i t y  of  oppor tun i t y  t o  d i s ab l ed  per sons  so  tha t  t hey  cou ld  participnte
f u l l y  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e . Her Government had set up R
na t iona l  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  d i s ab l ed  per sons  made  up  o f  r epre sen ta t i ve s  o f  7ov3runerrL
agenc i e s  and  organ iea t i on s  for the  d i s ab l ed  in  o rder  to  d raw  up ,  evaluat-e  and
implement  at  the  nat ional  level  measures  to  promote  the  development ,  rehahJ.lit.aF.ion
a n d  s o c i a l  integration ot d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s .

59. I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r s  oE e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  WoI Id, thetf? WHK  HI)
u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  b r o a d e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  procclnr; :rr~rl
e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  l i v e  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v e s . In Uruguay, a n  interministerial  f!omtnj  I:L; iun
d e a l t  w i t h  p o l i c i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e l d e r l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Interrln!.ionirl
Plan of Action on Aging. Her delegat ion at tached great  importance to  1.11~ I.ec~l11~  i I’+\ I
a ss i s tance provided by the  Unit--d Nat ions  Youth Fund and expressed regret.  \.tlnl.
l imited resources  impeded i t s  work. In Uruguay, a  s p e c i a l  committee co-01 11i 1ii3t.~~l
e f fo r t s  t o  dea l  w i th  p rob lems  a f f ec t ing  y o u n g  p e o p l e . A t  t h e  c u r r e n t  t: i.nn, i t wnl;
cons ider ing  var iou s  p ro j ec t s  a imed  a t , inter&, i m p r o v i n g  t-he E0rma.l  1.1 ni rli IICI  of
young people  to  fac i l i ta te  their  access  to  employment  and pruvid.i  f ig  a  tnir~inlllw
income to  young people  f r o m  pour famil ies  during training.
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60. Uruguay f irmly  supported the  proclamat ion of  the  lnternat ional  Year  of  the
Fami ly ,  wh i ch  shou ld  i n c r e a s e  awarenes s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  r s l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  a s  t h e
b a s i c  u n i t  o f  s o c i e t y . Her  delegat ion at tached part icular  importance to  measures
to  improve protect ion for  low-income famil ies , i nc lud ing  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f
housing and the  promotion of !  smal l -scale  family  bus inesses  in  order  to  reduce
unemployment among young people. Such projects  would require  technical  and
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .

61. Mr. Pfm (Caechoslovakia)  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  jcint a c t i o n  b y  t h e  e n t i r e
in t e rna t iona l  commun i ty  i n  t a c k l i n g  s e r i o u s  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
had  a  v i t a l  ro l e  t o  p l ay  i n  co -ord ina t ing  i n t e rna t iona l  a c t i on  to  dea l  w i th  such
problems as  malnutr i t ion,  hunger,  i l l i teracy,  substandard housing,  unemployment  and
p o l l u t i o n . T h e  supplament t o  t h e  J.989  &m& o n  the Would  So-n
(A/45/137)  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  s e r i o u s . He agreed that the
economic and social  d imensions  of  development  were inseparable  and that  economic
progre s s  was  impos s ib l e  w i thou t  a  so l i d  soc i a l  ba se . Fundemental  changes had taken
place i n  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ’ s  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  p u b l i c  l i f e . The new Government sought to
ensure that  the  adverse  impact  of  such changes  were minimised and was  developing a
new system of  socia l  securi ty  to  enable  a l l  citiaens to  care  for  themselves  and al- ,
the  same t ime to  guaranLee  a  minimum l iv ing s tandard for  ~11.

62. The Internatiorlal  Year  of  the  Fami ly  would help  focus  greater  at tent ion on
q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f a m i l y . The organieL\tional  arrangsments  undertaken by
the Secretar iat  in  preparat ion for  the  Year  wero commendable. H i s  d e l e g a t i o n
supported the recommendation put forward at the Expert Meeting on the Negative
Consequences  of Alcohol  Use  held  in  August  in  Oslo  to  incorporate  a lcohol-use
related themes  in  the  preparatory  work of  the  Year. The Internat ional  Plan of
Act ion on Aging promoted better  understanding of  the  problems of  the  aged and ways
to  so lve  them. The measures  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary-General  on
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  aging ( A / 4 5 / 4 2 0 )  shou ld  be  g i ven  care fu l  cons idera t i on . In deal ing
wi th  the  p rob lems  o f  t h e  e l d e r l y  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e , as much as  poss ible ,  in  economic, s o c i a l  a n d  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s .
A t t en t ion  shou ld  a l so  b e  g i v e n  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  a g e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  s o c i e t y .

63. M u c h  s t i l l  h a d  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
Decade of Disabled Persons. Although there  was  greater  awareness  of  the  problems
0C d i sab led  per sons , f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  w e r e  n e e d e a  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e m  f u l l y  in
society. T h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  o n  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a y s  t o  m a r k  t h e  e n d  o f  the Uecacle
( A / 4 5 / 4 7 0 )  p r o v i d e d  u s e f u l  m a t e r i a l  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  disohled
persons. C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  s h a r e d  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  a  m i n i s t e r i a l - l e v e l  w o r l d  confetence
should be convener1 to adopt a long-term strategy in that regarcl. The  menta l ly
tli+nilicapped  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  s p e c i a l  g r o u p  o f  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  ar,cl  should he regc7rcled
;\G a  s p e c i f i c  v u l n e r a b l e  s o c i a l  g r o u p . He supported the  authorization  by the
Econcm 1 C: and Sot i al Count 11 , under resolution 1990137, of the Commission on Human
H i.qht.s to  cont inue i t s  work on a  draft  body of  Principles  and guarantees  Cor the
prot2ec:t.ion  of t h e  m e n t a l l y  i l l  p e r s o n s  a n d  f o r  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h
l!i3l‘F!,

/ . . .
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64. T!;.t p o t e n t i a l  o f  y o u t h  muet b e  taken in to  acco’unt  in  bo th  na t iona l  end
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  strstegiec. T h e  t e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  Internct!onal
Y o u t h  Y e a r  p r e s e n t e d  B s u i t a b l e  occe.sion  fo r  f ocu s ing  g loba l  a t t en t i on  agRin on
y o u t h  i s s u e s . Preparetory work should begin on a draft programme of action tr? mark
the tenth anniversary of  the  Yoar and on a  draft  world  youth programme of  act ion to
the year 2000 and beyond.


