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AGENDA ITEM 901 WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION (m) (A/45/137-E/1990/35)

AGENDA ITEM 92 t IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME  OF ACTION CONCERNING
DISABLED PERSONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS (-1
( A / 4 5 / 4 7 0 )

AGENDA ITEM 96; FOLICIES AND PROGRAMMES INVOLVING YOUTH (continued )  ( A / 4 5 / 2 2 5 ,
A / 4 5 / 2 2 7 ,  A / 4 5 / 2 0 0 ,  A / 4 5 / 3 3 8 ,  A / 4 5 / 4 2 2 )

AGENDA ITEM 99 : QUESTION OF AGING (continued ) ( A / 4 5 / 2 0 7 ,  A / 4 5 / 4 2 0 )

AGENDA ITEM 104! INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE FAMILY (continue8 ) (~/45/3651
A/C.3/45/3)

1. Mr.  Oa (Norway)  sa id  that  the  United Nat ions  Decade o f  Disabled Persons
h a d  h e l p e d  t o  f o c u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d .  A
major  ob j ec t i v e  had  been  to  i nc lude  d i s ab l ed  per sons  and  the i r  o rgan i sa t i on s  i n  t h e
dec i s i on -mak ing  proce s s  i n  o rder  to  s a f eguard  the i r  f undamenta l  r i gh t s .  Tha t  had
b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  t a s k s  o f  t h e  D i s a b l e d  P e o p l e ’ s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  w h i c h  h a d
been establ i shed in  connect ion with  the  Decade. Much remained to be done at the
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i n  o r d e r  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d  i n  s o c i e t y  a n d
accoun t  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  of  the i r  exper ience  when  p lann ing  fu ture  xtivities.

2 . The Universal  Declarat ion of  Human Rights  a lso  appl ied to  the  disabled. In
add i t i on  to  an  i nd i v idua l ’ s  r i gh t s  t o  f r eedom and  soc i a l  s ecur i t y ,  t here  was  a l so
the  r i gh t  o f  a l l  pe r sons  t o  equa l  oppor tun i t y  and  to  par t i c ipa t e  i n  soc i e t y . The
fa i l u re  t o  ob serve  tho se  r i gh t s  was  a  c r i t i ca l  p rob lem  for  the  d i s ab l ed .
A r t i c l e  2 5  of  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  l a i d  d o w n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e
e v e n t  o f  d i s a b i l i t y , Tha t  was  e s s en t i a l  i f  an  i nd i v idua l  was  t o  par t i c ipa te  on  an
e q u a l  f o o t i n g  i n  s o c i e t y . He also  s tressed the  importance of  environmental
cons idera t ions  i n  dea l ing  w i th  d i s ab led  per sons  and  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p o l l u t i o n  h a d  l e d  t o  n e w  f o r m s  o f  d i sab i l i t y .

3 . Norway supported the proposal by Sweden to establish an open-ended work:ng
group in  the  Crlrmmission for  Social  Development  to  draw up a document  set t ing forth
s t andard  ru l e s  f o r  the  equa l i za t i on  o f  oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  the  d i s ab l ed . It: was
important  to  focus  on the special  needs  of  d isabled w o m e n . The United Nations
s h o u l d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  n e w  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  e n t i r e
range o f  human r ights  problems and enhance the s tatus  of  disabled persons.
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  chi ldren and adults  had been disabled by war. Memhe r
S t a t e s  s h o u l d  i n t e n s i f y  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d
through the Commission on Human Rights and the Commission for Social Developfr,nt.
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4. Orqanisations  for  t h e  d i s a b l e d  b a s e d  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  equal
opportuni t ies  could be  achieved only  by compensat ing for  di f ferences . Disabled
p e r s o n s  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t o o l s  for
m a k i n g  progre s s . Such organisations should be strengthened financially and
a c c o r d e d  g r e a t e r  s t a t u s . Norway supported the proposal put forward at the Meeting
of Experts in Helsinki in May 1990 that the United Nations should draw up
g u i d e l i n e s  fo r  consu l t a t i on  and  co -opera t i on  be tween  the  va r iou s  S ta t e s  and
d i sab led  per sons ’  organiaations. L a s t l y ,  h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  e n d o r s e d  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e
end of  the  Decade of  Disabled Persons  should const i tute  an agenda i tem of  t h e
General  Assembly  in 1992 and that  disabled persons should  be  a l lowed to  part ic ipate
in  t h e  v a r i o u s  n a t i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n s .

5. Ms ( U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a )  s a i d  t h a t  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  r e q u i r e d  t h e
ac t i ve  par t i c ipa t i on  of  bo th  Government s  and  ind i v idua l s . W h i l e  Qoverrunents  c o u l d
n o t  p r o v i d e  a l l  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s , they  should  g ive  every  person an equal  opportuni ty
t o  a c h i e v e  a  f a i r  share  of a l l  t h a t  s o c i e t y  h a d  t o  o f f e r . Tha t  app l i ed
part icular ly  to  women and chi ldren. Earliot  i n  1 9 9 0 ,  P r e s i d e n t  Bush  h a d  s i g n e d
in to  l aw  the  Amer i cans  w i th  D i sab i l i t i e s  A c t ,  w h i c h  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  e q u a l
a c c e s s  a n d  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  o f  enAenvour t o  4 3  m i l l i o n  d i s a b l e d
Americans  and their  famil ies .

6. The report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the World
Programme of Action concerninq  Disabled Persons and the United Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons  (A/45/470)  r ight ly  cal led  for  a  Shift in  emphasis  from awareness
t o  ac t i on . The problems had been ident i f ied. NatLonal  programmes m u s t  n o w  b e
designed to  address  them. E f f o r t 6  s h o u l d  f o c u s  o n  p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  a l l  w h o
s o u g h t  i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  f i e l d  of preven t ion  and  rehab i l i t a t i on . The young
people  of  the  world  were  i t s  future  and m u s t  be given the  keys  to  future  succe6sI
health  and educat ion. It  was  t i m e  t o  ass is t  nat ions  in carrying out  programmes to
e n a b l e  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  p u r s u e  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t . W a y s  m u s t
be  found  to  en sure  tha t  t he  wor ld ’ s  ag ing  popu la t i on  wou ld  b e  a b l e  t o  l i v e
mean ing fu l ,  d ign i f i ed  and  independen t  l i v e s . Proqrammes must be  developed to
p r o v i d e  t h e  e l d e r l y  w i t h  serv ices  and  h e l p  t h e m  cope  w i th  the  co s t s  o f  l o n g - t e r m
care. Referr ing to  the  note  by  the  Secretary-General  on the  Internat ional  Year  of
the Family (A/45/365), s h e  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l
d i f f e rence6  in  f ami l y  s t ruc ture s , tradi t ions  and values  throughout  the  world  and
underscored the  importance of  observing the  Internat ional  Year  at  the  nat ional  and
l o c a l  l e v e l . L a s t l y ,  i t  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  m a k e  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  u s e  o f  l i m i t e d
r e s o u r c e s  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  t a s k s  under  cons idera t ion .

7. Ms. DQ!J.K@JLM  (Alger ia)  speaking  on behalf  of  the  member State6 of  the  Arab
Maqhreb Union, sa id  that  the  supplement  to  the  1989 report  on the  World Social
S i t u a t i o n  ( A / 4 5 / 1 3 7 - E / 1 9 9 0 / 3 5 )  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f
d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e . T h e  s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c i n g
those COUntri96, compounded by the burden of foreign debt and the impact of
s t r u c t u r a l  a d j u s t m e n t  m e a s u r e s , had overwhelmed development  ef forts  and jeopardized
r e s u l t s  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e . L i k e  o t h e r  d e v e l o p i n g  countrier;,  t h e
Statea  of  the  Maqhreb had been severely  af fected by the  economic  cr is i s  and its
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socia l  consequences . D e t e r m i n e d  t o  m e e t  t h a t  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h e y  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e
Arab Maqhreb Union in 1989 in order to promote social progress for the peoples of
the region and to find common solutions to the most  urgent problem6 facing them,
part icular ly  young people .

8 . The growing gap between the industrialised  and the developing countries posed
a  eerioue  t h r e a t  t o  w o r l d  p e a c e  and  s e c u r i t y . T o  e s t a b l i s h  lastinq p e a c e ,  i t  w a s
essential to ensure social and economic justice both within and among nations. The
United Nation6 had a  c lear  role  to  p lay  b y  promoting internat ional  co-operat ion for
t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  p e o p l e s . I t  was  hoped that  the  consensus  reached at  the
e i g h t e e n t h  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  c a r r y
out  the  commitments  and achieve  the  object ives  re lat ing to  internat ional  economic
co -opera t ion . The chal lenges  fac ing the  internat ional  community  required
i n t e g r a t e d  a n d  g l o b a l  m e a s u r e s  based  on a  sp i r i t  o f  so l i dar i t y .  The  Arab  Maghreb
Union f irmly supported Economic and Social  Counci l  resolut ion 1989155,  which
s t res sed  t h e  n e e d  t o  inLeqrate s o c i a l  q u e s t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
s trategy for  the  f o u r t h  United Nations development  decade. T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a
m o r e  j u s t  w o r l d  e c o n o m i c  order  was  e s s en t i a l  i n  o rder  t o  en sure  p ro sper i t y  f o r
a l l . T h e  industrialieed  coun t r i e s  m u s t  m a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h a t
e f fo r t  by  prov id ing  add i t i ona l  r e source s .

9. ks. MI(3N03CTr  (Jamaica)  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  h a d
characteriaed  the pol ic ies  of  the  1980s  had had grave consequences  for  the  l iv ing
s tandards  o f  m o s t  o f  the  wor ld ’ s  popu la t i oa , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g
coun t r i e s . The 19906, however, i f  judged by recent  outs tanding developments ,  held
the  promi se  o f  po s i t i v e  changes  f o r  the  wor ld ’ s  peop le . In a growing awareness of
the  impor tance  o f  soc i a l  que s t i on s , a number of economic and f!,nancial  bodies had
considered that  topic  in  e laborat ing pol ic ies  for  economic growth and development,
The changing approach toward6 social  development  m u s t  b e  supported by concerted
a c t i o n  to  br ing about  concrete  change a imed at  improving the  l iv ing s tandard and
o v e r a l l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ 6  p o p u l a t i o n . The Jamaican Government had
i n i t i a t e d  a  f i v e - y e a r  p l a n  fct d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ 6  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  Et e v e r y
leve l  of  the  development  process . Spec i f i c  a t t en t i on  was  g i ven  to  the  par t i cu l a r
needs  of  v a r i o u s  social  groups  and special  programmes were being considered for  the
a g i n g ,  y o u t h , the  d i s ab l ed  and  f ami l i e s .

10. C o n c e r t e d  f o l l o w - u p  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y o u t h  Y e a r  s h o u l d  b e
promoted at  every l eve l . Jamaica supported the  v iew put  forward in  the  report  of
the  Secretary-General  on pol ic ies  and programmes involv ing youth (A/45/422)  that
the  tenth anniversary  of the  Year  in  1995 should be  commemorated to  focus  at tent ion
again  on youth iSSUeS. Jamaica a lso  supported the  approach out l ined in  the  report
aimed at  incorporat ing youth concerns  into  every part  of  the  agenda. J0m0iC0’  6
f i v e - y e a r  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  c o n t a i n e d  specie1  m e a s u r e s  t o  r e v i t a l i z e  y o u t h
programmes in  the  area of  tra ining,  educat ion,  employment  and c o m m u n i t y
p a r t i c i p a t i o n . T h e  a t t e m p t  t o  l i n k  a q r i c u l t u r w l  t r a i n i n g  programmer3  fo r  you th  and
the land divestment  proqramme was  a  part icular  innovat ion.
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11, The United N a t i o n s  Decade of Disabled Persons  was  increas ing world  awareness
o f  the  need6  and  r igh t s  o f  t ha t  spec i f i c  g roup . Jamaica would cont inue to  support
s tronger  m e a s u r e s  on behalf  of  d isabled persons during the  remainder  of  the  Decade
and afterwards. The report  by  the  Secretary-General  on the  quest ion of  aging
(A/45/420) contained a number of innovative and important proposal6 on the Action
Programme on Aging for 1992 and Beyond and the tenth anniversary of the World
Assembly on Aging. Jama ica  fu l l y  suppor ted  a l l  e f fo r t s  t o  addre s s  t he  needs  o f  t he
a g i n g  a n d  e n s u r e  t h e i r  a c t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  s o c i e t y . Her  Qovernment  a lso
supported the  observance of  the  Internat ional  Year  of the  Family  in  1994 to
increase  awareness  of  the  importance of the  family  in  bringing about  social  and
e c o n o m i c  change. She noted with  satisfact ion the  valuable  contr ibut ion by
non-governmental  organizat ions  a n d  advccacy  groups  in the social  area and supported
c o n t i n u e d  c l o s e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  G o v e r n m e n t s  and  the
United Nat iOn6. Jamaica commended the efforts of UNICEF to draw attention to the
p l i gh t  o f  t he  wor ld ’ s  ch i ld ren . Her country  was  committed to  protect ing the
welfare  of chi ldren and had drawn up measures  to  enhance family  l i fe  and the s tatus
o f  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .

12. h ZAW (Po land)  Sa id  tha t  t he  f ami l y  was  the  na tura l  and  fundamenta l  un i t
o f  s o c i e t y , where people  learned about  human r ights  and respect  for  b06iC va lue6
and peace. Yet  i t  was only  recent ly  that  the  internat ional  community  had bequn to
r e c o g n i z e  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e . In procla iming 1994 as  the  Internat ional  Year  of  the
Family,  the  Member States  of the  United Nat ions  had recoqnised that  the  family  m u s t
be  s t r eng thened  to  equ ip  i t  t o  f ace  the  cha l l enge s  and  pre s sure s  o f  p re sen t -day
t i m e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , rapid e c o n o m i c  development  and other
f a c t o r s . T h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  fami ly  s h o u l d  b e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a l l  a r e a s  of
po l i cy -mak ing ,  w i th  spec i a l  emphas i s  on  i nd i v idua l  f ami l y  m e m b e r s  and  the  need  to
improve  the  s t a tu s  o f  women  w i th in  and  ou t s ide  the  f ami l y .  Qovernments  shou ld  be
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  i m p r o v e  p u b l i c  p o l i c i e s  l e a d i n g  t o  b e t t e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  f a m i l y
v a l u e s  a n d  g r e a t e r  uupport f o r  d i f f e r i n g  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e s . The changing
compos i t i on  o f  t he  f ami l y  shou ld  be  s tud i ed  a s  we l l  a s  t he  f ac tor s  l ead ing  to
family break-up and ways of countering them.

13. The Internat ional  Year  of  the  Family  of fered a good opportunity  for
emphasiz ing the  importance of  the  family  in promoting development ,  g iv ing the
f a m i l y  i t s  t r u e  p l a c e  in  s o c i e t y  a n d  ensurinq tha t  no  member  was  d i s c r im ina ted
aga in s t . The most urgent, s h o r t - t e r m  i s s u e  was t o  p r o v i d e  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  t h e i r
ba s i c  needs  fo r  su rv i va l ,  i nc lud ing  food ,  hous ing ,  wa te r ,  med ica l  ca re  and  acce s s
to  f ami l y  p l ann ing . Medium-term strategies  should a im at  improving opportuni t ies
for  the  advancement  of  b06iC l iv ing s tandards,  through educat ion,  employment  and
s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  e l d e r l y . L o n g - t e r m  s t r a t e g i e s
s h o u l d  h e l p  t o  p r o m o t e  i n d i v i d u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  c u l t u r a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l
pursui ts  * I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  femily  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t r a d i t i o n 6  a n d
v a l u e s , t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y e a r  s h o u l d  b e  o b s e r v e d  a t  n a t i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  l e v e l s ,  t h e
r o l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nation6 b e i n g  t o  a s s i s t  n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s .

14. The success  of  the  Internat ional  Year  of the  Family  depended on adequate
preparat ion and widespread support . Poland accordingly  welcomed the  des ignat ion by

/ . l .
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the Secretary-Qeneral of a Co-ordinaLor for the Year and the establishment of an
organiaational  s e c r e t a r i a t  w i t h i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  f o r  S o c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  V i e n n a .
H i s  d e l e g a t i o n  h o p e d  t h a t  a l l  S t a t e s , re levant  United Nat ions  agencies  and
organ i sa t ions , non-governmental  organfeat ions , communicntions media  and the publ ic
would play  an act ive  part  in  preparing and observing the  Year.

15, Hi s  de l ega t ion  suppor ted  the  Co-ord ina tor ’ s  p roposa l  t ha t ,  f o l l ow ing  the
prac t i ce  i n  o ther  In t e rna t iona l  Year s , cons idera t i on  shou ld  be  g i ven  to  the
f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  v o l u n t a r y  t r u s t  f u n d .

16. A l l  S ta t e s  shou ld  e s t ab l i sh  na t iona l  mechan i sms ,  such  a s  co -ord ina t ing
committees ,  to  prepare, observe  and fol low up the  Year,  and in part icular  to  plan,
s t imulate  and harmonise  the  act iv i t ies  of  the  governmental  and non-governmental
agencies  and organisat ions  concerned.

17. As representat ive  of  the  country  which in 1986 had proposed the  proclamation
of  an Internat ional  Year  of  the  Family ,  he  f irmly  bel ieved that  the  Year  would
o f f e r  a  un ique  oppor tun i t y  f o r  mobilising e f for t s  t o  s t r eng then  the  f ami l y  and
emphasise i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w o r l d .

18. ML-MA&U  (Aus t r i a )  s a id  tha t  he  was  speak ing  a s  a  r epre sen ta t i v e  o f  t he
disabled community,  being head of  the  Youth and Culture  Centre  for  the  Deaf  in  Gras
and Pres ident  of  the  Austr ian Associat ion for  people  who were hard of  hearing or
deaf  or  af f l ic ted by t inni tus  and people  with  speech impediments ,  and having worked
for the deaf community for 21 years. He had himself  been wearing a  hearing a id  for
the  pa s t  year  and  there fore  knew  a t  f i r s t  hand  the  d i f f i cu l t i e s  f aced  by  the  dea f
i n  p r i v a t e , s o c i a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e .

19. H e  w a s  r a i s i n g  t h e  casa o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e
United Nat ions  Decade of Disabled Persons  because  they  had received l i t t le
a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t , s i n c e  t h e i r  d i s a b i l i t y  w a s  n o t  v i s i b l e . I t  was ,  however,  a
s e r iou s  d i s ab i l i t y  i n  r e spec t  o f  o n e  of  t he  mos t  impor tan t  e l emen t s  f o r  human  l i f e ,
namely communication. Despi te  cont inual  technical  development ,  a  hearing a id  was
not  an “understanding” a i d ,  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  k n e w  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m ,

20. Attendance at  the  recent  World Congress  of  Educat ion for  the  Deaf  in  Rochester
h a d  c o n f i r m e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  s i g n  l a n g u a g e  m u s t  b e  l e g a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e
o f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  d e a f  s o  t h a t  t h e  d e a f  c o m m u n i t y  w o u l d  h a v e  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s
to  wh ich  any  l i ngu i s t i c  m inor i t y  i n  t he  wor ld  was  en t i t l ed . Old educat ional
s t ruc ture s  m u s t  be  abo l i shed  and  the  pub l i c  mus t  under s t and  tha t  l i ngu i s t i c
m i n o r i t i e s  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  o w n  l a n g u a g e . Governments must
recognfee  that  s ign language was  the  pr imary language of  communicat ion for  deaf
persons  and should ensure  that  s ign language communicat ion was  made avai lable
within  the  educat ional  s y s t e m  and at  any Government-sponsored or  jo int ly  sponsored
meet ing, seminar  or  conference, Speech and s ign language must  exis t  together,  wi th
the  s ame  s t a tu s . He had published a book on the subject, and sign language had now
b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a s  t h e  1 3 t h  l a n g u a g e  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  f o r
in t e rpre t e r s  a t  Gra s  Un i ver s i t y .
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21. He appealed to members of the Committee to support the urgent request of the
people he was representing concerning the promotion of sign language and its
development throughout the world. Most deaf people were ready to learn to
communicate with the majority of hearing people, but hearing people must accept
tha t  s i gn  l anguage  was  the  ba s i s  for  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  education-.,  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e
for  an  in t egra ted  l i f e  i n  s o c i e t y . Sign language a lso  enabled deaf  persons  to  take
part  in  te lev is ion programmes, for both deaf and hearing persons, by means of
speech, sub t i t l e s  and  s i gn  l anguage .

22. With regard to the year 2000 and beyond, h i s  organization  i n t e n d e d  t o  s t a r t  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t  c a l l e d “Auric le  2000” to  increase  people ’s  awareness  of  the
problems of hard-of-hearing and deaf  people  and to  improve their l ives .  The
project would entail a world-wide campaign on behalf of persons with impaired
hearing,  with  annual  congresses  including lectures  on specia l  medical ,
p s y c h o l o g i c a l , teaching and accoustics problems, b y  expe;ts  and  by a f f l i c t ed
persons, as  wel l  as  musical  and other  performances  by art i s ts  with  impaired
hearing. The congress  could  be  fol lowed by act iv i t ies  throughout  the  world  to
increase  the  awareness  of government inst i tut ions  of the  problems of impaired
h e a r i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .

23. Mr. Gw (France), speaking on agenda item 92, welcomed the importance
that the Qeneral  Assembly attached to the problem of disabled people, who formed
10 per  cent  of  the  world  populat ion. For  cen tur i e s ,  hand i capped  peop le ,  l i f e ’ s
c a s u a l t i e s ,  h a d  n e v e r  p l a y e d  a  f u l l  o r  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s ’  s o c i a l
l i f e . Integration had been an illusiont indeed there  had never  been any quest ion
o f  t ry ing  to  i n t egra te  hand icapped  per sons : their  dependence from birth  had been a
f a c t  o f  l i f e . T h e y  h a d  m e r i t e d  o n l y  k i n d n e s s  a n d  c h a r i t y ,  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e  b e i n g
reduced to  eat ing, s l eep ing  and  surv i v ing . Today,  however,  parents ,  fr iends  and,
a b o v e  a l l , handicapped people  themselves , had begun to wake up and shake public
o p i n i o n  o u t  o f  i t s  i n d i f f e r e n c e , a l though all too often such FffDrts met  with  mass
inert ia  and egoism.

24. Government s  mus t  t ake  ac t i on  and  product  p o l i c i e s  f o r  i n t e g r a t i o n  a t  a l l
l e v e l s : s o c i a l , economic, e d u c a t i o n a l , c u l t u r a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l . That was the
urgen t  t a sk  tha t  France  had  s e t  i t s e l f . I t  w a s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  D e c a d e ,  b u t  i t
had  to  be  admi t t ed  tha t  r e su l t s  had  f a l l en  shor t  o f  expec ta t i on s . F o r  e i g h t  y e a r s
authori t ies  had been aware of  the  scope of  the  tasks  and the  complex and varying
s i t u a t i o n s  i n  o v e r  1 5 0  v e r y  d i f f e r i n g  c o u n t r i e s . The problem was how to find an
e f f e c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  a l l ,  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s . The
proposal  by  the  representat ive  of  Sweden to  set  up a  working group wds worth
cons ider ing , b u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s u c h  a  g r o u p  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d .  Ifi
h i s  op in ion , i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s p e c i f i c  r f g h t s  f o r  d i s a b l e d
p e o p l e  s i n c e  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  e n j o y
the  s ame  r igh t s  as  t h o s e  of  a l l  citisens. L i f e ’ s  c a s u a l t i e s  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t h e
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u l l  a c c e s s  t o  t h o s e  r i g h t s . H e  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s o u r c e s
avai lable  for  the  Decade were  so  meagre.

/ . . .



A/C.3/45/SR.l3
Eng l i sh
Page 8

(Mr.1

25. T o  ensure  t ha t  t he  l a s t  par t  o f  t he  Decade  produced  rea l  results,  a c t i v i t i e s
must  be  made as  operat ional  as poss ible  ant!  m u s t  be based on a  c lear  and precise
a n a l y s i s  o f  p r i o r i t i e s . A s  a  f i r s t  s t a g e , he would propose that Governments should
select  one or  more of  the  object ives  of  the  Decade, a s  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  b e  a c h i e v e d  b y
1993. For 1990, France had chosen the fu ture  of mentally handicapped persons,
i nc lud ing  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  new  specialised e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a n d  s p e c i a l l y  b u i l t
d w e l l i n g s  f o r  s e r i o u s l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  a d u l t s  o v e r  t h e  a g e  o f  2 0 ,  s i n c e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s
were  i ncapab le  o f  dea l i ng  w i th  the  s i t ua t i on . I t  had  a l so  chosen  the  f i e ld  o f
t ranspor t . T h e  p r i o r i t i e s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  1 9 9 1  w e r e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n
school  and univers i ty ,  and employment . Countries which had chosen the same
pr ior i t i e s  m igh t  co -opera te .

26. In the context of the proposed World Conference, i t  wou ld  be  u se fu l  i f ,  dur ing
the preparatory meet ings , e a c h  S t a t e  w o u l d  !.nUicate w h a t  g l o b a l  ap?roach i t  c o u l d
envisage,  bearing in  mind,its economic, s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  c o n s t r a i n t s . That
w o u l d  h e l p  e a c h  c o u n t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  g l o b a l  p o l i c y , taking into  account  the  whole
24 -hour s -a -day  ex i s t ence  o f  a  d i s ab l ed  per son .  D i sab led  per sons  had  the  r i gh t  t o
c h o o s e  f r e e l y  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  l i f e  of  the i r
country,  but  they must  be  g iven the  mear?s. The advantage of  that policy lay in
planning. In France, t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  S t a t e  f o r  D i s a b l e d  P e o p l e  a n d  L i f e ’ s
Casual t ies  had been working for  two years  to  g ive .  d isabled people  the  poss ibi l i ty
o f  l i v i n g  w i t h  d i g n i t y  a n d  a s  f u l l  citieens. T h e  k i n d  o f  s t r u c t u r e  c a l l e d  f o r  b y
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h a t  p o l i c y ,
involv ing a l l  the  members  of  the  Government , e l e c t e d  of f i c ia l s  a n d  p e o p l e  a t  t h e
g r a s s - r o o t s  l e v e l , un i t ing  in  a  consensus .

27. He hoped that the term “ l i f e ’ s  c a s u a l t i e s ”  w o u l d  g r a d u a l l y  r e p l a c e  t h e  w o r d
“d i sab l ed”  wh ich  had  a  nega t i ve  conno ta t i on ,  sugge s t i ng  an  ou tca s t .  The  t e rm
“ l i f e ’ s  c a s u a l t i e s ” w a s  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  anJ hotter  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  t r u e
s i t u a t i o n . Soc ia l  i n t egra t ion  shou ld  s t a r t  f rom b i r th ,  t h rough  pos i t i v e
informat ion given to  parents  and prevent ive  medical  fo l low-up. At  school ,  which
s h o u l d  b e  o p e n  t o  a l l , d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a l l  t o o  o f t e n  v i c t i m s  of  a t t i t ude s  o f
e x c l u s i o n . A constant  batt le  m u s t  be waged for  chi ldren who were di f ferent  to  have
the  bene f i t  o f  t he  educa t ion  prov ided  fo r  a l l ,  i n  o rd inary  sur round ings . Education
m u s t  b e  g i v e n  b y  f a m i l i e s  a s  w e l l . I n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w o r l d ,  s t u d y  g r o u p s  s h o u l d  b e
encouraged  so  tha t  d i s ab l ed  s tuden t s ,  l i f e ’ s  ca sua l t i e s  and  o ther s ,  cou ld  work
t o g e t h e r  t o  f i n d  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  inaccessability  o f  u n i v e r s i t i e s .

26. In the  world  o f  work, l eg i s l a t i on  mus t  p rov ide  fo r  d i s ab l ed  per sons  t o  be
integrated in  the  economy. V o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  g i v e  t h e m  the
pos s ib i l i t y  o f  f i nd ing  and  ho ld ing  emp loyment . Under French law employment of
disabled workers  was  compulsory in  f irms with  more than 20 paid s taff .

2 9 . The disabled had the  r ight  to  choose  whether  to  work in  a normal  environment
or  one with  specia l  equipment , b u t  t h a t  r i g h t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  e x e r c i s e d  u n l e s s  t h e
quest ion o f  persons  to  accompany them had been solved. In 1991, France would
embark on an experiment  by which s o m e  young people  carrying out their  mi l i tary
se-lvics would be  a l lowed to  act  as  escorts  Sor handicapped people  employed in
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A/C.3/45/SR.13
Eng l i sh
Page 9

(Mr.1

normal working environments, Transpor t  po l i cy  a l so  de t e rmined  the  po s s ib i l i t y  o f
communication between the handicapped and the outside world. The Government of
France had adopted a  programme relat ing to  transport  for  the  a isabled,  which
involved a commitment  of  60 mil l ion francs  a  year  for  the  land and &Jr transport
enterprises concerned.

30. Al l  the  countr ies  of  the  world  should  work together  in  implement ing a  global
p o l i c y  for  t he  d i s ab l ed . Duriny his  travels  in many parts  of  the  world,  he  had
b e e n  a b l e  t o  observe  t he  cau se s  o f  t he  succe s s  o r  stagnation  o f  va r iou s  po l i c i e s .
Exchanges of  experts  between two or  more ccuntries should be arranged in order  to
s tudy  the  approach  t aken  to  the  disabled  in  o t h e r  coun t r i e s . France had
establ i shed bi lateral  working groups  with  Germany,  Belgium,  Ireland,  Finland,  the
U n i o n  o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c s , the United Kingdom and Tur.isia to study such
queetions  a s  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  e m p l o y m e n t ,  a l l o w a n c e s ,
med ica l  r e search  and  indus t r i a l  po l i cy  concern.Cng equ ipment  f o r  the  d i s ab l ed .  A s
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  v i s i t  p a i d  r e c e n t l y  to  h i s  o f f i c e  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Labour  a n d
Social Welfare of  Romania, he himself would soon go to Romania with experts in
var iou s  f i e ld s  t o  he lp  i n  the  t ra in ing  o f  med ica l  and  paramed ica l  per sonne l  and  in
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  f a c i l i t i e s . Fo l low ing  tha t  t r i p  and  a f t e r  a
number o f  s tudies  had been carr ied out ,  he  would present  a  humanitar ian plan for
d i sab led  ch i ld ren .

31. In November 1991, France would host a conference at which 23 Ministers of the
C o u n c i l  of  E u r o p e  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  j ob  acce s s ib i l i t y ,  equ ipmen t  and
in format ion  w i th  r egard  to  the  d i s ab l ed . T h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d  m u s t  a l s o  b e  m o b i l i s e d  i n  t h e
third world. His  Government  was  eager  to  launch a  campaign of  pract ical  act ion in
c o u n t r i e s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f i c u l t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e
t ra in ing  o f  medica l  and  paramed ica l  s t a f f . H e  a p p e a l e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  industrialieed c o u n t r i e s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  d i s a b l e d  i n  l e s s
fo r tuna te  coun t r i e s  d id  no t  have  the  spec i a l i s t s  and  t echno logy  to  be  found  in  t h e
developed world. The industrialined  countr ies  had the  duty  of forming working
groups  fo r  i den t i f y ing  d i s ab led  per sons  de s i r ing  to  overceme  the i r  hand icaps  and
f o r  c o m b a t i n g  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  s u f f e r e d  b y  t h e  i n n o c e n t  v i c t i m s  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s .

3 2 .  M r .  L I U  Xinshena (Ch ina )  s a id  tha t  t he  r i ch  coun t r i e s  were  g rowing  r i cher
while the poor ones were growing poorer. An enormous external  debt  and fa i led
structural  readjustments  were  among  the  problems that  made socia l  development  in
t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  o n e s ,  a n d  t h e
internat ional  community  must  take measures  to  help  the  former,  part icular ly  by
reducing their  debt  burden, so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  d e a l  w i t h  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s s u e s .

33. H i s  d e l e g a t i o n  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  p o s i t i v e  r o l e  p l a y e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  i n
a l l e v i a t i ng  the  p l i gh t  o f  t he  d i s ab l ed ,  mos t  o f  whom had  the  add i t i ona l
d i s a d v a n t a g e  o f  l i v i n g  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  h e n c e  r e q u i r e d  s p e c i a l  h e l p .  H e
drew at tent ion to  paragraph 6  of  General  Assembly  resolut ion 44170 and said that
Ch ina ’ s  own  progre s s  i n  p rov id ing  the  d i s ab led  w i th  j ob s ,  t r a in ing ,  r ehab i l i t a t i on
and  educa t ion  was  i n  par t  due  to  i t s  succe s s  i n  e s t ab l i sh ing  na t iona l  commi t t ee s
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and organisat ions  throughout  the  country. Another factor was government policy,
which incorporated help  for  the  disabled into the  country’s  social  and economic
development  s trategy.

3 4 . His  delegat ion welcomed the  work o f  the  United Nat ions  and i t s  agencies  in the
f i e l d  of  ag ing , including progress in the development of  regional training and
research  i n s t i t u t i ons . In te rna t iona l  e f fo r t s  had  he igh tened  awarenes s  o f  t he
problems of aging in individual countries and the world as a whole, China was
prepared to  increase  i t s  co-operat ion with  the  United Nat ions  and other
organ i sa t i ons  and  coun t r i e s  in  t ha t  f i e ld . D o m e s t i c a l l y ,  C h i n a ’ s  p o l i c y  w a s  t o
enable  ret ired persons  to  cont inue to  contribute to society. Among the various
pr ior i t i e s  and  recommenda t ions  pu t  f o rward  in t e rna t iona l l y ,  h i s  de l ega t ion
par t i cu l a r l y  suppor ted  tho se  tha t  gave  p r io r i t y  t o  the  par t i c ipa t i on  o f  t he  aged  i n
development and training and in !he development of community services.

3 5 . &r. Pm ( S p a i n )  s a i d  t h a t  w h i l e  s u b s c r i b i n g  f u l l y  t o  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n
made  on  beha l f  of  t h e  htelve b y  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  I t a l y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c l u s t e r
of  i t e m s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t , h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  w i s h e d  t o  r e f e r
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  i t e m  9 6 , “ P o l i c i e s  a n d  prograrnmes  i n v o l v i n g  y o u t h ”  e n d  t o  t h e
importance it attached to the work now under way regarding the integration of youth
i n t o  s o c i e t y . Hi s  de l ega t i on  was  p l ea sed  to  no te  tha t  dur ing  i t s  t h i r t y - s econd
s e s s i o n , the Commiss ion for Social  Development  would  g ive  pr ior i ty  to  the  quest ion
o f  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  in to  s o c i e t y  and t ha t  i t  had  organised an
internat ional  symposium on that  subject  in  conjunct ion with  the  Centre for Social
Development  and Humanitar ian Affairs  of  the  United Nat ions  Off ice  at  Vienna. His
delegat ion agreed with  the  other  members  of the  Commiss ion that  the  subject  was  of
v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  a l l  s o c i e t i e s  i n  b o t h  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  w o r l d ,
and  f e l t  t ha t  t he  Commis s ion  needed  to  f o rmu la t e  p rac t i ca l  reconrmendations  in  tha t
r e s p e c t .

3 6 . His  d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and  o b s t a c l e s  w h i c h  s t i l l
p e r s i s t e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Youth Year I Part ic ipat ion,  Development ,  Peace. That problem should be viewed from
two aspects : the  de s ign  o f c o m p r e h e n s i v e  y o u t h  p o l i c i e s  a t  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  a n d  t h e
strengthening or  creat ion of  nat ional  youth machinery. By comprehensive  pol ic ies ,
h e  m e a n t  p o l i c i e s  i n v o l v i n g  a l l  s o c i a l  a g e n t s  a n d  g i v i n g  c o h e s i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s
of  Governments  in  connect ion with  youth. I n  s u c h  p o l i c i e s , a t t en t i on  shou ld  be
paid to  the  youth component  of  every  aspect  of  government  act iv i ty ,  including
support for autonomous and democratic young people’s associations. The act ion
c a l l e d  f o r  w o u l d  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  y o u t h  as
i n s t rument s  f o r  p l ann ing  the  i n t egra t ion  o f  you th  po l i c i e s  i n to  na t iona l
development  plans . His  delegat ion hoped that  the  quest ions  he  had raised would be
taken  in to  accoun t  by  the  Secre ta ry -Genera l  i n  d ra f t i ng  h i s  r epor t  on  the
app l i ca t i on  o f  t he  gu ide l ine s  f o r  f u r ther  p l ann ing  and  su i t ab l e  f o l l ow-up  in  the
f i e l d  o f  y o u t h  ( A / 4 0 / 2 5 6 ,  a n n e x ) .
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37. Hs. GE& (Denmark) said that the young people of the world were growing
impatient and wanted immediate action on vital issues such as the environment,
human rights, world peace, the debt crisis, poverty and development in the least
developed countries. They wanted real and not merely formal influence and were
ready to accept the attendant responsibilities. At the local level, they were very
concerned about environmental issues, and were the group that was most ready to
change its living habits to improve the environment. At the national level, youth
organisations all over the world urged their countries to become party to the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and encouraged its
implementation, especially in the areas of health and education. The youth of the
world hoped that the good intentions expressed at the World Summit for Children
would be realised. At the international level, youth co-operation was promoting
the human contact and understanding that were the basis for a peaceful world.

38. Young people wanted freedom and democracy and urged the international
community to intensify pressure on countries that did not observe human rights.
The welcome improvement in international relations unfortunately had not bean
accompanied by any reduction in the growing gap between the rich countries and the
poor ones. The relative position of the least developed countries in particular,
whose very number was increasing , was deteriorating, and young people were among
those m o s t  affected by that  s i tuation.

39. Another area of young people’s concern was the ecological deterioration of the
planet, and developed countries had a special responsibility to show the necessary
political will to solve environmental problems. Young people must be kept informed
and encouraged to help save the environment. Youth must be involved in the
solution of problems both locally and internationally and must participate in
decision-making processes. Unfortunately , very l ittle had been accomplished to
ensure young people’s participation at the United Nations, where only 3 of the
150 delegations to the General Assembly included youth delegates. Young people
should participate in the preparation of United Nations youth policy and all
countries should allow young people to be represented in their official
delegations. Youth representation at the United Nations should be given priority
and consultative status for non-governmental youth organisations should be reviewed.

4 0 . Ms. ORE6  (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that natural and
man-made disasters were among the factors that had often had destructive effects on
the social structure of countries and regions. In the Byelorussian SSR, t h e  s o c i a l
and other problems of her 11 million countrymen had to be understood in the light
of the Chernobyl disaster, which affected not only her own region but, through
unmanageable radioactive waste, other regions as well, and to an extent not yet
fully understood. The biological effects of radiation on the human organism had
produced a catastrolrhe  comparable to AIDS. Fami l i e s  f ea red  hav ing  ch i ld ren  w i th
birth defects and people were even afraid to go swisuning or take a walk in the
woods. Most parts of the country suffered f rom radioactive contamination but still
had to grow agricultural products because the uncontaminated portion was too
s m a l l . The result was a decline in the quality of food products and failure to
decontaminate them fully. Thyroid disorders in children and adults threatened to
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become a national tragedy. An increased incidence of leukemia and malignancies
could  also b e  expected. The problems of the aged had also been exacerbated by the
disaster  b-scaus6 fiany older  people  c h o s e  to  return to  the  contaminated areas ,  where
the i r  g randch i ld ren  cou ld  no t  l i v e ,  i n  o rder  t o  d i e .

41. The Chernobyl  d isaster  al60 had terr ible  psychological ,  economic  and socia l
consequences  for  young people ,  part icular ly  those  who had taken part  in  the
clean-up operat ions  af terwards. Many young people  had sacr i f iced not  only  their
heal th  but  even their  liveu to  save  the  world  from a  nuclear  catastrophe and many
were now inval ids  with  reduced l i fe  expectancies . She drew at tent ion to
paragraph 6  of  General  Assembly resolut ion 44170 and said  that  the fate  of those
young people  must  not  be  forgotten in  complying with  i t s  provis ions . T h e  p o s i t i v e
r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  e c o l o g i c a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  y o u t h  t o  C h e r n o b y l  r e f l e c t e d  i t s
commitment to international co-operation for a better world.

42. For four  years  her  country  had not  asked  for  help, but  i t  could  no longer  cope
w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r - which had caused mater ia l  damage equal  to  e ight
annual  nat ional  budgets - and  i f  t he  nece s sa ry  s t ep s  were  no t  t a k e n  i m m e d i a t e l y ,
mi l l ions  more would suffer , r e su l t i ng  i n  an ilrevereible  t ragedy  fo r  a l l  mank ind .

43. M r .  Sm (Phi l i pp ine s )  expre s sed  hi6 d e l e g a t i o n ’ s  satiefactJon tha t  t he
United Nations Office at Vienna was continuing to deal with social development
issues  in  an integrated way. The supplement to the 1989 Report on the  World Social
S i tua t i on  (A/45/137) was  a  r e f l ec t i on  o f  t he  e f fo r t s  be ing  made  w i th in  the  Un i t ed
Nations system to develop a comprehensive approach. H i s  d e l e g a t i o n  a g r e e d  t h a t
po l i cy  shou ld  focu s  no t  on ly  on  gro s s  domes t i c  p roduc t  per  cap i t a  bu t  aloo on t h e
hwnanieation  of  development . T o  t h a t  e n d ,  i t  r e i t e r a t e d  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  e f f o r t s  t o
strengthen the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs.

44. N o t i n g  t ha t  t he  c l u s t e r  of i t e m s  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s
the disadvantaged and vulnerable  socia l  groups - you th ,  t he  ag ing  and  the
d i sab led - he  reminded the  Committee  of act ion i t  had ini t iated in  the past  in  such
areas  as  the  United Nat ions  Decade of  Disabled Persons,  the  Internat ional  Plan of
Ac t ion  on  Ag ing  and  the  gu ide l ine s  f o r  fu r ther  p l ann ing  and  su i t ab l e  fo l l ow-up  in
t h e  f i e l d  o f  y o u t h . He expressed grave  concern at  reports  that  those  endeavours
hed not been fully implemented.

45. His  coun t ry ’ s  1987  Cons t i t u t i on  p l aced  grea t  emphas i s  on  soc i a l  j u s t i c e ,
recogniz ing the  v i ta l  role  of  youth and women in  nat ion-bui lding and making special
prov i s i on  fo r  soc i a l  j u s t i ce  and  human  r igh t s . Concern for  the  welfare  of  d isabled
persons  in  the  Phi l ippines  had begun in  1917 with  the  adopt ion of  a  revised
admin i s t ra t i v e  code . The 1987 Const i tut ion had accelerated recognit ion of  the
p l igh t  o f  d i s ab l ed  F i l i p inos  b y  prov id ing  fo r  the  e s t ab l i shment  o f  a  na t iona l
c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e i r  w e l f a r e  a n d  f o r  a n  e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c y ,  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n
procedure s  and  f ree  hosp i t a l i za t i on  fo r  d i s ab l ed  per sons , Ihe P h i l i p p i n e
development  plan for  the  per iod 1988-1992 also  addressed t h e  needs  of  the  disabled,
providJng for  welfare  programrnes  for  them in  113 regions of  the  country,  including
serv i ce s  and  workshops  i n  the  f i e ld s  o f  s e l f - r e l i ance ,  human  d ign i t y ,  t r a in ing  and
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employment. Dif f icul t ies  stemming from poor economic condit ions ,  a  lack of
enabl ing laws, meagre resources for information campaigns and widespread apathy
had, however, been encountered in  the  implementat ion of  that  pol icy. His
d e l e g a t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e , attached great importance to the principal recommendations
contained in  the  feesabi l i ty  s tudy on a l ternat ive  ways  to  mark the  end of  the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons (A/45/470) and would join other
delegat ions  in  introducing a  draft  resolut ion on the  need for  act ion-oriented
ac t i v i t i e s  f o r  t he  r ema in ing  year s  o f  t h e  d e c a d e .

46. Young people  comprised a  large sector  of  the  populat ion of the  Phi l ippines .
The fact  that  that  sector  had i t s  own congress ional  representat ive  had encouraged
the adopt ion of legis lat ion and programmes  re lat ing to  youth. The Phi l ippine
Pres ident ia l  Counci l  for  Youth Affa irs  had recent ly  worked with  other  youth
organizat ions  to  formulate  a  nat ional  youth development  plan in  accordance with
United Nat ions  guidel ines . The  Counc i l  f unc t ioned  a s  the  na t iona l  co -ord ina t ing
committee  for  the  Internat ional  Youth Year . His  country  was  ful ly  committed to  i t s
obl igat ions  as  a  party  to  the  Convent ion on the  Rights  of the  Chi ld.

47. With regard to the aging, h i s  coun t ry  suppor ted  g loba l  e f fo r t s  t o  imp lemen t
the provis ions  of the  Internat ional  Plan of  Act ion on Aging and the  Phi l ippine
medium-term development plan made provision for appropriate privileges and benefits
f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y . His country therefore supported the Action Programme on Aging for
1992 and Beyond, which, i t  b e l i e v e d ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  c a t a l y t i c  e f f e c t  o n  t h e
implementat ion of  the  Internat ional  Plan of  Action.

48. The Phi l ippines  welcomed the  proclsmation  of  the  Internat ional  Year  of  the
Fsmily. In  the  Ph i l i pp ine s  t he  f ami l y  was  recognised  a s  the  founda t ion  o f  t h e
nat ion, and a  new family  code a imed at  s trengthening the  family  as  the  bas ic  social
institution and ensuring equality between men and women had been promulgated. The
Ph i l i pp ine s  suppor ted  the  e s t ab l i shment  o f  n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y e a r  of t h e  F a m i l y :  h o w e v e r ,  i t  f e l t  t h a t  i n  l o c a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d
n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s , the  focus  shou ld  be  on  d i f f e ren t  i nd i v idua l s  compr i s ing  the
f a m i l y ,  i . e . ,  w o m e n ,  t h e  e l d e r l y ,  y o u t h , the disabled and chi ldren and on problems
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s . H i s  d e l e g a t i o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o
many  soc i a l  p rob lems  lal* i n  cohe s i ve  f ami l y  f ounda t ion s  and  p l edged  i t s e l f  t o
support  every  ef fort  oE the  internat ional  community  to  promote  family  welfare  and
Yolidarity.

The mmkiru rose at 12.50 sun .


