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In the absence of Mr. Haniff (Malaysia),
Mr. Zelioli (Italy), Vice-Chair, took the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m.

Agenda item 65: Promotion and protection
of the rights of children (continued)

(a) Promotion and protection of the rights
of children (continued) (A/66/227, 228, 230,
256 and 257)

(b) Follow-up to the outcome of the special
session on children (continued) (A/66/258)

1. Ms. Bruell-Melchior (Monaco) said that both in
domestic policy and in international cooperation, her
country was guided by a concern for the rights of
children. Monaco supported the Secretary-General’s
call for equity-focused strategies to assist the world’'s
most vulnerable children, including girls and children
with disabilities. In addition to funding education
projects for parents and caregivers of visually impaired
children, her Government was collaborating with local
partners to adapt the physical environment in order to
make it easier for disabled persons, including children,
to function outside their homes. Princess Charlene of
Monaco was a Global Ambassador for the Special
Olympics.

2. Monaco supported microfinance programmes for
foster families and young parents, as well as
programmes to prevent mother-to-child transmission of
HIV/AIDS. Monegasque international cooperation
provided critical medical services for children in other
countries, and through a philanthropic partnership
organized by the Prince, since 2008 almost 140
children had undergone surgery in Monaco for cardiac
or orthopaedic conditions that could not be treated in
their home countries.

3. Monaco wished to pay tribute to the
comprehensive, child-centred approach of the Special
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution
and child pornography and to reiterate its
determination to assist in implementing protective
systems at the national and international levels. It
supported the work of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on Violence against Children on
behalf of children in armed conflict and endorsed the
Paris Principles and Guidelines on Children Associated
with Armed Forces or Armed Groups.

4. The Security Council’s adoption in July of
resolution 1998 (2011), which strongly condemned
attacks against schools or hospitals, was encouraging.
In that connection, she drew attention to the UNESCO
Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2011,
which called for documenting attacks on schools and
urged the Security Council to take appropriate
measures, including sanctions, to combat the culture of
impunity. In November 2011, Monaco would be
hosting the Conference on the Council of Europe
Strategy for the Rights of the Child 2012-2015, in
which the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General on Violence against Children would
participate.

5. Mr. Bamba (Céte d'lvoire) said that in addition
to having ratified the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and its two Protocols, his country was a party to
the Minimum Age Convention and Worst Forms of
Child Labour Convention of the International Labour
Organization (ILO) as well as to the African Charter on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child. It was also bound
by a multilateral regional cooperation agreement on
combating the trafficking of children. The recruitment
of child soldiers during the recent conflicts in Coéte
d’'Ivoire had stopped in the face of a groundswell of
opposition from every sector of society.

6. Cote d'lvoire's laws and regulations prohibited
female genital mutilation, humiliating or corporal
punishment of children at school, the worst forms of
child labour and the prostitution, trafficking or military
recruitment of children. To combat child labour on
cocoa plantations, it was implementing the Harkin-
Engel Protocol. However, child labour could not be
eliminated without eliminating the root cause: poverty.
With that in mind, in September 2011 the Government
had launched a programme aimed at community
mobilization against child labour, at the construction of
community dispensaries and education centres, and at
the creation of income-generating activities.

7. Ms. Sulimani (Sierra Leone) said that the
Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s
Affairs was undergoing functional review to make it
more effective in coordinating and monitoring child
protection issues. Sierra Leone was amending its
Adoption Act and had ratified ILO Conventions
Nos. 138 and 182 in June 2011. Her country had
instituted awareness-raising programmes to encourage
teenage mothers to stay in school. Its free health care
service, launched in April 2010, had already succeeded
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in lowering maternal and infant mortality rates, and
television campaigns were being used to promote birth
registration.

8. Sierra Leone was taking steps to increase
awareness of the importance of hygiene, nutrition,
immunization and mosquito nets for combating
diarrhoea, pneumonia and malaria, the three deadliest
diseases among young children. It had also set up
reception centres for child trafficking victims and had
completed development of the National Action Plan on
Gender-Based Violence 2011. Her Government had
made progress on implementing the Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography. It provided support to former child
combatants and had developed plans for paying
reparation to war victims. It had also endorsed the
Paris Commitments to protect children from unlawful
recruitment or use by armed forces or armed groups.

9. To involve children in asserting their rights,
Sierra Leone had established a children’s advocacy
organization, the Children’s Forum Network, and had
produced a booklet, a children's radio project and a
children’s newspaper in cooperation with the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). Teachers were
being trained on children’s rights issues, and the
Government was negotiating with UNICEF to include
those issues in the curriculum.

10. Mr. Schroeer (Germany) called on Member
States to support two child-related draft resolutions
before the General Assembly. The first, of which
Germany was a leading sponsor, would formally adopt
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on a communications procedure, which
would finally give the Committee on the Rights of the
Child a communications procedure in line with the
other human rights treaty bodies. The second, tabled by
the European Union and the Group of Latin American
and Caribbean States in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 65/197, concerned the promotion
and protection of the rights of children with
disabilities.

11. As chair of the Working Group of the Security
Council on Children and Armed Conflict, Germany
collaborated with UNICEF and the Specia
Representative of the Secretary-General for Children
and Armed Conflict to strengthen the instruments
available to the Security Council to protect children
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from the effects of conflict. Its efforts had recently led
to the adoption of Security Council resolution
1998 (2011), under which recurrent attacks or threats
of attack on schools or hospitals were to be included
among the violations for which parties to armed
conflict were listed in the annexes to the Secretary-
General’s periodic report on children and armed
conflict. Germany’s support of all mandate holders for
children’s rights included financial support for the
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
Violence against Children.

12. At home, Germany had adopted two national
action plans: the first, to implement the objectives
agreed at the special session of the General Assembly
on children, and the second, to protect children and
young people from sexual violence and exploitation.

13. Mr. Mnisi (Swaziland) said that the Swazi
Constitution recognized the family as the fundamental
unit of society and acknowledged the right of children
to be brought up by their parents or legal guardians.
His country had ratified the Convention on the Rights
of the Child and was making efforts to accede to the
two Optional Protocols. In 2009, it had instituted a
national children’s policy in order to promote, protect
and fulfil the rights of all children. To protect children
in conflict with the law, it had established a
child-friendly children’s court but was prevented from
creating a network of such courts by a lack of
resources.

14. HIV/AIDS had decimated the traditional
extended family support structure for children,
resulting in a growing number of child-headed

households. To help those children, the Government
had set up Neighbourhood Care Points, where children
could come each day for a meal, basic health care,
recreational activities and psychological support.
While his country condemned violence against children
in any form, it did allow corporal punishment at
school, but only with the authorization of the Director
of Education and in accordance with the Education
Rules, which were designed to protect pupils from
physical abuse in the name of discipline.

15. Swaziland saw human trafficking as a
contemporary form of dlavery and was deeply
concerned by its proliferation. Alarmingly, it had
become possible to buy not just pornography but also
women and children on line for purposes of sexual
exploitation. Accordingly, he wurged increased



A/C.3/66/SR.18

cooperation, including technology transfers, among
States to put an end to such criminal activity.

16. Ms. Daniel (Botswana) said that her country was
a party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and ILO Conventions Nos. 138 and 182 and was
actively considering ratification of the Hague
Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction. With respect to domestic norms, it was in
the process of reviewing the Adoption Act of 1952 and
its implementing regulations in the light of the Hague
conventions on children and new developments in the
placement of children in alternative care.

17. Children with disabilities were prone to multiple
forms of discrimination. Children in areas of armed
conflict were more likely to be subjected to forced
labour, sale and trafficking, recruitment into armed
groups, early marriage and sexual exploitation.
Botswana supported all efforts to combat those
problems and safeguard the rights of all children.

18. Through various sectors, Botswana had
established programmes, policies and laws to protect
children against violence. It had strategies for
disseminating information on child abuse to
stakeholders, empowering children to identify and
report abuse and sensitizing families and communities
to child abuse issues. In addition, it had partnered with
stakeholders, including civil society organizations, to
address issues relating to abuse prevention and
protection, assistance for victims and perpetrator
intervention.

19. Botswana had improved the accessibility and
quality of education by building more primary and
junior secondary schools and had instituted policies on
early childhood development and readmitting school
dropouts. By implementing services for the prevention
of mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS and
scaling up programmes to provide full immunization of
children by age one, it had been able to reduce
maternal  and under-five mortality significantly.
However, despite those gains, strengthening
cooperation with the United Nations system and
development partners remained critical.

20. Mr. Gaspar Martins (Angola) said that his
country’s new Constitution had improved the legal
framework for protecting and promoting the rights of
its children. Angola was working with UNICEF to
implement the recommendations of the 2006 report of
the independent expert for the United Nations study on

violence against children (A/61/299). The mainstay of
those efforts was a network of non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), churches and government
institutions, supported by Angola’'s National Council
for Children.

21. He appealed to the specialized international
institutions for assistance in remedying a major
shortcoming: the lack of a database for collecting
systematic data on cases of violence against children.
Angola remained committed to increasing the
effectiveness of its national legislation, policies and
child protection systems, increasing the availability of
data on violence against children, accelerating access
to birth registration and reintegrating children involved
in armed conflict.

22. Ms. Gunnarsdottir (Iceland) said that the
Convention on the Rights of the Child was the
cornerstone of its international and national efforts to
protect and promote the rights of children. She wished
to highlight two issues. First, with wider access to new
technologies, female foetuses were increasingly being
aborted in the belief that daughters were worth less
than sons. The staggering potential consequences of a
world in which men outnumbered women included
increased crime, bride trafficking and sexual violence.
She caled on  Governments, international
organizations, NGOs and religious leaders to work to
reverse that trend.

23. Secondly, in conditions of poverty, adolescent
girls often found themselves prematurely forced into
the role of wife, mother or caretaker. It was crucial to
ensure that girls were educated, healthy and skilled so
that they could support the economic development of
their societies and contribute to advancing social
justice and eradicating poverty.

24. Iceland welcomed the increased emphasis of
UNICEF on reaching young people, particularly
adolescent girls, as demonstrated in its Sate of the
World’'s Children 2011. Having served on the Executive
Board of UNICEF, Iceland was aware of the colossal
tasks before it and had identified UNICEF as one of
four key multilateral partners in the Strategy for
Iceland’s Development Cooperation 2011-2014.

25. Mr. Charles (Trinidad and Tobago) said that his
country had undertaken a number of measures to meet
its obligations under the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and other relevant international instruments.
The new Government had established a Ministry of
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Gender, Youth and Child Development in 2011. His
country’s national plan of action for children focused
on quality education, health care, prevention of
HIV/AIDS and protection from abuse, exploitation and
violence. Trinidad and Tobago had enacted new laws to
protect children from discrimination and violence: the
Miscellaneous Provisions (Minimum Age for
Admission to Employment) Act of 2007 and the
Trafficking in Persons Act of 2011. An older law, the
Domestic Violence Act of 1999, allowed children to
apply for a protection order.

26. Trinidad and Tobago had attained Millennium
Development Goals 2 (universal primary education)
and 3 (gender equality) in primary and secondary
education. Primary, secondary and tertiary education
were free, and financial grants were available to
parents to defray the costs associated with school
attendance. It had taken various measures to assist
children with disabilities, implement inclusive
education and provide for early diagnosis and
intervention, including vision and hearing screening.
Children received free school meals and hedlth care,
and members of the Cabinet donated 5 per cent of their
salaries to a special fund for children needing
specialized medical treatment abroad.

27. Ms. Maduhu (United Republic of Tanzania) said
that her country had ratified the Convention, its
Optional Protocols and the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child. It was committed to
ensuring their implementation, thereby achieving the
goals of the World Summit for Children. Because the
problems afflicting children were closely tied to socio-
economic factors, her country’s poverty reduction
strategy incorporated child-related key outcomes.

28. To date, the United Republic of Tanzania had
achieved nearly 100 per cent enrolment at the primary
school level. Vaccination, improved nutrition,
distribution of insecticide-treated nets and prevention
of mother-to-child transmission of diseases had
significantly reduced neonatal, under-five and maternal
mortality rates. Through the Junior Council, the
Government continued to ensure that children were
consulted on and participated in issues of their
concern.

29. While the findings of the 2009 UNICEF Tanzania
Violence against Children Study were troubling, they
had provided an opportunity for breaking the silence
on that subject and would be useful to policymakers
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and practitioners alike. The Government had already
taken action by translating the 2009 National Child Act
into Kiswahili and disseminating it to communities,
establishing a child helpline and setting up a high-level
task force on street children.

30. Mr. Beleffi (San Marino) said that his country
had recently ratified the two Optional Protocols to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. San Marino had
been integrating all but the most severely disabled
children into the classroom for more than 40 years, and
it had been among the first States to ratify the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
He called for strategies and policies targeting children
with disabilities, which would be necessary to achieve
Millennium Development Goal 2, universal primary
education. His country pledged its support for all
initiatives aimed at promoting the rights of the child.

31. Mr. Aliyev (Azerbaijan), speaking as a youth
delegate, called on all leaders — heads of State and
international bodies, business leaders, youth leaders
and civil society leaders — to renew their commitment
to protecting children against all forms of violence,
abuse and neglect. In particular, it was necessary to
enact explicit legal prohibitions for every form in every
context. Emerging technologies such as the Internet
posed new threats to children and created new
responsibilities: for States, the responsibility to enact
new laws, for civil society, the responsibility to
educate the public; for the companies marketing new
technologies, the responsibility to incorporate abuse-
prevention mechanisms; for parents and all those who
touched the lives of children, the responsibility to be
able to recognize early signs of abuse and for, children,
the responsibility to protect other children, especially
younger children.

32. Theworld’s young people had an essential role to
play in attaining the Millennium Development Goals
and should be treated as equals, with equity and
tolerance. Education was pivotal, because it could
break poverty, lessen violence and empower women.
Moreover, in an information society, literacy had
become a basic need.

33. Because of Azerbaijan’s youthful population, it
policies and programmes considered the interests of the
young. However, it was difficult to help Azerbaijan's
many child refugees and internally displaced children.
During twenty years of conflict, it had not been
possible to educate all of the children living in camps,
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who had moreover suffered stress and psychological
trauma. He hoped that the conflict could be resolved
soon, so that those children’s children could enjoy a
better future.

34. Mr. Pham Binh Anh (Viet Nam) said that he
shared the view that the promotion and protection of
children’s rights should be integral not only to the legal
systems, policies and strategies of Member States, but
also to the plans and programmes of all of the United
Nations development agencies. Furthermore, to work
more effectively and avoid duplication, United Nations
bodies, treaty bodies and specialized agencies involved
in children’s issues should make further efforts to
improve coordination.

35. Viet Nam had been among the first countries to
ratify the Convention and its Protocols. Its laws and
programmes of action were a testament to its
commitment to protecting and promoting children.
More than 90 per cent of children under six received
free health care, and vaccination programmes had been
implemented nationwide. Micronutrient supplement
programmes had helped to reduce malnutrition and
infant mortality.

36. Viet Nam had closed the gender gap in schooling,
had achieved universal primary education and was
working toward universal secondary education. Its
National Action Plan on Children 2011-2015 aimed,
inter alia, to reduce the proportion of children with
special needs to 5.5 per cent and to provide assistance
and care for 80 per cent of them.

37. Ms. Bonkoungou/Kandolo (Burkina Faso) said
that, as a least developed country with a very young
population, her country took a keen interest in the
protection and promotion of children's rights.
Unfortunately, its economic and social policies in that
area were hindered by a lack of financial resources.
The least well-known and most commonly violated
children’s rights in her country were the rights to
physical integrity, special protection and education. To
increase awareness of children’s rights in general,
Burkina Faso had included them in the curriculum of
the relevant professional training schools, organized
educational conferences on children’s right for targeted
audiences and distributed the children’s rights guide,
translated into its seven main languages, in all regions.

38. To improve respect for children’'s physical
integrity, her country had enacted laws against violence
against children and exploitation, trafficking in persons

and all corpora punishment in schools. In addition to
operating a child violence helpline, it was
implementing a plan of action to combat female genital
mutilation and had undertaken projects to end forced
marriage. To afford special protection for children,
Burkina Faso had carried out birth registration
campaigns, resulting in a 92 per cent registration rate
in 2010. It had also established quarters for minors in
its corrections facilities and had barred children from
certain dangerous occupations.

39. A programme to provide education for street
children had been strengthened, and efforts were being
made to assist orphans and vulnerable children. With
respect to the right to education, Burkina Faso had
increased enrolment by more than one quarter at both
the primary and secondary levels and had set up
education centres for out-of-school children. It was
carrying out projects to promote girls' enrolment in
provinces where particularly few girls were enrolled
and had adopted norms for special education.

40. Mr. Séepanovié¢ (Montenegro) said that his
Government was working with UNICEF to
deinstitutionalize the child protection system. Together,
they had developed a draft master plan that was
compatible with Montenegro’s needs and goals and
consistent with the international instruments. As part of
the process of European integration, it had also
strengthened the capacity of the Council for the Rights
of the Child and created a network of day care centres
for children with disabilities.

41. Montenegro would continue to work with
UNICEF to achieve equality, inclusion and protection
for vulnerable children, including Roma children and
children with disabilities. With the Government’'s
cooperation, UNICEF had launched an awareness
campaign to promote a programme of inclusive
education for children with disabilities. In addition, the
deinstitutionalization of the child protection system
would allow disabled children to live in a normal,
caring environment.

42. Mr. Kibret (Ethiopia) supported the Secretary-
General’s view that an equity-focused approach might
be the best way to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals. As a party to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, the ILO Worst Forms of Child
Labour Convention and the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child, Ethiopia had taken
steps to harmonize its legal framework with those
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instruments. Its Constitution guaranteed the rights of
the child, and its laws protected children from early
and forced marriage, female genital mutilation, rape,
abduction and trafficking in children.

43. Through a series of extensive immunization
campaigns against six deadly diseases, Ethiopia had
succeeded in reducing infant and under-five mortality.
To increase girls' enrolment and decrease the drop-out
rate, it had built low-cost schools and alternative basic-
education centres and had instituted programmes to
raise parent awareness of the need to send all of their
children to school. As a result, girls' primary school
enrolment had risen from 53 per cent to 93 per cent in
seven years, and there had been significant progress in
gender parity at both the primary and secondary levels.

44. Mr. Faizal (Maldives) said that, as a member of
the Human Rights Council, his country had been
instrumental in its adoption of the third Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on a communications procedure. The Maldives was
committed to  following through on the
recommendations of the universal periodic review
outcome report, adopted in March 2011. It was grateful
to UNICEF for its assistance in drafting new
legislation to fill the gaps identified during a review of
the legal framework for the protection of children.

45. The Maldives had increased the penalties for
sexual violence against children, had set up a
children's helpline and had undertaken a
comprehensive public awareness programme to help
remove the stigma associated with victims of sexual
abuse. To improve child-protection services, centres
had been opened on 20 outlying atolls, and the
Government was striving to strengthen cooperation and
collaboration with civil society. The Maldives had
actively participated in the South Asian Initiative To
End Violence against Children. Having achieved
universal access to primary education, his country was
working to improve access at the secondary and
tertiary levels. The Government had made fighting
drug addiction among young people one of its five key
pledges.

46. Mr. Nepal (Nepal) said that, although a least
developed country just emerging from conflict, Nepal
had embarked on a path to promote and protect the
rights of children, which were enshrined in its interim
Constitution. Its Children’s Act incorporated almost all
of the rights of the child set forth in the Convention.
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Other laws incorporated the provisions of the two
Optional Protocols and the ILO Worst Forms of Child
Labour Convention. His country was a party to the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
and its Optional Protocol, as well as to the Convention
on Regional Arrangements for the Promotion of Child
Welfare in South Asia and the Convention on
Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Women and
Children for Prostitution of the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation.

47. Nepal’s National Plan of Action for Children
covered children’s health and their protection against
abuse, exploitation and violence, combated HIV/AIDS,
and aimed to ensure that all children had access to free
and compulsory primary education. Its criminal justice
system prescribed child-friendly procedures and was
geared toward the rehabilitation of child offenders.
Nepal was building the capacities of children’s welfare
homes and had instituted programmes to identify and
manage street children and rehabilitate and protect
children at risk. It had also made significant progress
in reducing under-five mortality. Lastly, it had adopted
a zero tolerance policy on child recruitment into armed
conflict. Almost 3,000 minors had been released from
various cantonments and reintegrated into society.

48. Ms. Ivanovi¢ (Serbia) expressed the hope that the
General Assembly would adopt the third Optional
Protocol by consensus during the ongoing session.
Serbia was fulfilling its commitments under the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Protocols
and had recently endorsed the Paris Commitments and
Principles. For ten years, Serbia’'s domestic strategies
had focused on harmonizing its laws and regulations
with the acquis of the European Union. It had
developed a corpus of law to protect and promote
children’s rights, as well as numerous strategies in a
wide range of fields that contributed directly or
indirectly to the exercise of those rights. To address
violence against children in a comprehensive way, it
had adopted a national strategy and national action
plan and was participating in a regional project to
protect children from violence, launched by the
European Union and UNICEF.

49. Although encouraging, the preliminary results of
a multiple indicator survey conducted by the Serbian
statistical office showed disparities for various groups
of vulnerable children. Accordingly, the five-year
country programme action plan signed between Serbia
and UNICEF in December 2010 would focus primarily
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on the socia inclusion of vulnerable children and
families.

50. Mr. Giorgio (Eritrea) said that he welcomed the
steady increase in the number of ratifications of the
conventions and protocols on children. Eritrea itself
had ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and its two Optional Protocols and was up to date in its
reporting obligation to the Committee on the Rights of
the Child. It had also ratified the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child and several ILO
conventions.

51. Since poverty disproportionately  affected
children, Eritrea’'s long-standing policy had been to
achieve rapid economic growth and human
development, including by ensuring food security. The
introduction of salt iodization, food fortification and
therapeutic feeding centres had led to a decline in the
number of underweight children, which was expected
to continue. It had reduced under-five mortality to a
better-than-average 55 deaths per 1,000 live births;
mortality due to malaria by more than 82 per cent; and
HIV/AIDS prevalence, to near zero.

52. FEritrea had moved closer to its goal of universal
elementary education, with an 87.3 per cent increase in
enrolment between 1995 and 2010. Children from all
nine ethnic groups were instructed in their mother
tongues in primary school. There had also been
determined efforts to redress the gender and regional
imbalance in the education system. However, only 56.2
per cent of school-age children were currently enrolled,
and the Government was working with UNICEF to
increase attendance in nomadic communities.

53. FEritrea had banned female genital mutilation and
had provisions in its legal system to protect vulnerable
children. A plan of action to combat the commercial
exploitation of children took a preventive approach.
Orphans and other vulnerable children were also
reintegrated with their extended families. Eritrea had
endorsed the Paris Commitments to protect children
from unlawful recruitment and had joined with other
States to advance that agenda.

54. Mr. Alsubaiei (Bahrain) said that the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, to which Bahrain was a
longstanding party, had now gained international
consensus. In 1999, the country had established a
National Committee for the Child comprising
representatives of the public and private sectors. The
Committee worked towards the advancement of

children of all ages, provided legal protection,
proposed solutions to fundamental issues and prepared
national reports on the implementation of the
Convention. In cooperation with the United Nations
Development Programme and the United Nations
Children’'s Fund (UNICEF), the Committee was
formulating a national strategy in order to coordinate
efforts to protect the rights of the child.

55. Bahrain was also a party numerous other
instruments, including ILO Convention No. 182
concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for
the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour,
and had formed committees within each ministry in
order to examine the implications of those instruments.
In his country, every child received vaccinations at the
age of two months, and health workers visited homes
to ensure that the vaccinations had been administered.
Centres had been opened in order to ensure children’'s
physical, intellectual and educational well-being and to
combat abuse and neglect.

56. Mr. Ahmed (Bangladesh) said that his country
was committed to promoting the best interests of
children. Since ratifying the Convention in 1992, it had
implemented a long series of national action plans for
children, and its Suppression of Violence against
Women and Children Act dated back to 2000. At the
regional level, Bangladesh was actively pursuing
children’s rights issues and had endorsed the South
Asian Association for Regional  Cooperation
conventions on child welfare and combating child
prostitution.

57. There had been many recent initiatives on behalf
of children. Bangladesh’s ongoing, five-year
Empowerment and Protection of Children project
focused on providing life-based skills training for
teenage girls through adolescent clubs. The recently
formed National Committee on Women and Children
Development had agreed to take steps to strengthen
inter-ministerial cooperation on the rehabilitation of
street children, protect child labourers, formulate a
code of conduct for employers of child domestics and
prevent the use of children for commercial purposes. A
nationwide programme had been launched to raise
awareness about sexual harassment.

58. Private-public-NGO cooperation had resulted in
programmes for abandoned children, street children
and children with disabilities, and a specia hospital
had been established to meet the medical needs of
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autistic  children. In closing, he expressed
encouragement that, in recognition of the hardships
faced by children in areas of armed conflict, the United
Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations had
adopted a child protection policy directive on
mainstreaming the protection, rights and well-being of
children affected by armed conflict and had assigned a
child protection adviser to each peacekeeping mission.

59. Ms. Hassan (Djibouti) said that her country had
ratified all of the international children's rights
instruments, including most recently the two Optional
Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
It was in compliance with its reporting obligations
under the Convention and had withdrawn its
reservation. To combat female genital mutilation,
Djibouti had enacted a new law giving associations
active in that field the right to bring civil action on
behalf of victims.

60. The National Plan of Action for Children focused
on education, with special emphasis on early
childhood. A two-region pilot pre-school programme
set up under the plan had recently been expanded to
include four more pre-schools for children in rural or
disadvantaged urban areas. As part of its National Plan
of Action for Orphaned and Vulnerable Children, a
vocational training programme had been established
for them, and 700 children had received clothing, food,
school kits, access to tutoring and transport money. In
addition, the Ministry for the Promotion of Women
would be conducting studies and implementing
strategies to care for them in a protective environment.

61. In closing, she drew attention to Djibouti’'s
unprecedented drought, which made the support of its
bilateral and multilateral partners all the more crucial
for its ongoing efforts to assist its most vulnerable
groups, including, first and foremost, children.

62. Mr. Cabactulan (Philippines), expressing his
appreciation for the Secretary-General’s attention to
the rights of children with disabilities in his report on
the status of the Convention (A/66/230), concurred
with his position on the importance of international
cooperation for improving their living conditions in
developing countries. The rights of children were
enshrined in the Philippine Constitution and protected
and promoted by an arsenal of statutes in line with the
Convention, its Protocols and other international
instruments, including the Anti-Trafficking in Persons
Act of 2003, the Elimination of the Worst Forms of

11-54564

Child Labour Act of 2003 and the Newborn Screening
Act of 2004.

63. The Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act of 2006
raised the age of criminal responsibility from 9 to 15
and prohibited the detention of juveniles in jails.
Earlier, the Special Protection of Children against
Child Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination Act of
1992 had established penalties for sex-related crimes
involving children, as well as for the use of children in
armed conflict, and had provided for their protection
and evacuation in such circumstances.

64. The Philippines attached the utmost importance
to the issue of the recruitment and use of children in
armed conflict. During her visit in April 2011, the
Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict had expressed
satisfaction at progress in that area, including
programmes to rehabilitate and reintegrate children
used in armed conflict and the restructuring of
governmental oversight mechanisms. The Philippines
would continue to cooperate with the United Nations
and other stakeholders to promote and protect the
rights of children, especially in the context of armed
combat.

65. Ms. Zografska-Krsteska (the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia) stressed that the problems
confronting children required global, national, regional
and local action. At the national level, in 2007, her
country had created the National Commission for the
Rights of the Child to oversee implementation of the
Convention. It was also responsible for preparing and
monitoring national action plans on children’s rights,
on which it reported annually to the Government. The
Commission had been instrumental in focusing
attention on children’s needs and mobilizing decision-
makers. Its  diverse membership included
representatives of ministries, the Ombudsman’s Office,
the national UNICEF office and NGOs. NGO members
were selected competitively and had recently been
granted the same right of decision as other Commission
members.

66. The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia was
implementing the recommendations of the Committee
on the Rights of the Child for compliance with the
Convention and its two Optional Protocols. It
supported adoption of the third optional protocol on a
communications procedure. In cooperation with its
partners, including UNICEF, her country was taking
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steps to curb violence in schools and instil a culture of
non-violence among pupils, as well as to address
disparities between urban and rural children; promote
social equity and inclusion, particularly for Roma
children, and improve the quality of education.

67. Mr. Andrade (Brazil) said that, as one of the first
countries to enact a specific set of laws on the rights of
the child, the Statute of the Child and the Adolescent,
Brazil had been working for twenty years to shrink
poverty, improve access to primary education, reduce
child mortality and develop a legal and policy
framework on sexual exploitation and juvenile justice.
Despite significant achievements, many challenges
remained, particularly with respect to poverty.

68. The Government intended to expand socia
policies in order to beat back the extreme poverty
afflicting millions of Brazilian children and
adolescents. It also attached priority to ensuring that
pregnant women and babies received medical care
from the moment pregnancy was confirmed through
the first two years of the baby’s life. Brazil was a
strong supporter of universal ratification of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional
Protocols. As a co-sponsor of Human Rights Council
resolution 17/18 concerning the Optional Protocol on a
communications procedure, it looked forward to its
adoption by the General Assembly during the course of
the session.

69. Brazil welcomed the decision to focus the 2011
omnibus resolution on children with disabilities, who
constituted one of society’s most disadvantaged
groups. Poverty and disability went hand in hand. At
the international level, urgent action was needed to
address the plight of the more than 400 million
impoverished people with disabilities in developing
countries. At the national level, Brazil had for some
years been implementing integrated policies to
guarantee children with disabilities access to inclusive
education and social and economic integration. His
delegation would be submitting a draft resolution
entitted “World Down Syndrome Day”, which he
hoped the Committee would approve by consensus.

70. Mr. Kohona (Sri Lanka) said that his country’s
Constitution specifically made allowance for special
provisions in favour of women, children and disabled
persons. The Penal Code (Amendment) Act of 2006
had strengthened legal provisions on the sale of
children and child prostitution, widened the definition
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of human trafficking to conform with international
standards, criminalized the soliciting of children for
sexual purposes and their recruitment into armed
conflict, and included mental trauma in the definition
of compensable injury. It had aso addressed
cybercrime against children. Under that new
provisions, the courts had recently issued a landmark
decision shutting down a service provider used to
transmit child pornography. Sri Lanka had actively
participated in the South Asian Initiative To End
Violence against Children and under it, in conjunction
with NGO partners, was developing an action plan on
issues such as corporal punishment, sexual abuse and
exploitation, child trafficking, child labour and early
marriage.

71. Violence against children, especially disabled and
migrant children, was tragic. Sri Lanka particularly
condemned the practice of child recruitment for armed
combat. In cooperation with UNICEF, it had
implemented a Paris Principles-based rehabilitation
and reintegration process for former child soldiers and
in 2010, as part of that process, had released almost
600 rehabilitated children from institutions for
continued rehabilitation in the community, where they
remained under the purview of the Department of
Social Services. It had also succeeded in tracing and
reuniting more than 600 children with their families.

72. Among its other duties, the National Child
Protection Authority was implementing a programme
to provide livelihood support to foster families of
conflict-affected children, alongside a number of
similar programmes run in collaboration with NGOs
and United Nations partner agencies. More than 900 of
the 1,020 schools abandoned in the North during the
civil war had been rehabilitated and were functioning
normally. Children in conflict with the law also
required special care and protection. The Government
took the need to prevent institutionalization seriously
and was cooperating with civil society partners on de-
institutionalization programmes.

73. Mr. Mohammad Pour Ferami (Islamic Republic
of Iran) said that in a changing world it was necessary,
first and foremost, to increase awareness among
children and adolescents of the role of the family and
the importance of moral and ethical values. As the
basic unit of society, the family held primary
responsibility for the protection and upbringing of
children, and a happy parent-child relationship was
imperative for a child to realize his or her innate
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potential. That belief formed the cornerstone of the
Islamic Republic’s national plans and strategies for
children, as well as its position on international
children’s issues.

74. In the view of his delegation, the comprehensive
report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography
(A/66/228), with its coverage of issues such as existing
and expanding markets in developed countries, could
provide a basis for addressing the problems in
guestion. He urged the international community to give
paramount attention to the plight of children living in
difficult situations of armed conflict, foreign
occupation and dire humanitarian crisis, including, in
particular, the children in Somalia and the Occupied
Pal estinian Territory.

75. In recent years, the Islamic Republic of Iran had
achieved a consistently downward trend in child
mortality and a sharp increase in primary school
enrolment. New measures on behalf of children
included a comprehensive bill addressing all aspects of
the protection, promotion, development and survival of
children; increased budget allocations to child-related
areas at the national and local levels; and a policy
document on the security of women and children.
Lastly, a databank on the rights of children and
adolescents had been set up as an essential component
of arights-based child protection system.

76. Ms. Borges (Timor-Leste) said that, with half of
its population under 19 years of age, Timor-Leste was
keenly aware of the importance of protecting and
encouraging young people. Every year since 2004, it
had celebrated Universal Children’'s Day, with special
festivities on the twentieth anniversary of the
Convention in 2009. It had ratified not only the
Convention and its Optional Protocols but also the ILO
Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention and the
Trafficking Protocol to the Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime. It had also worked to
further children’s rights in other forums, such as the
East Asia and the Pacific Ministerial Consultation on
Children and the Regional Conference on Violence
against Children.

77. In coordination with UNICEF, Timor-Leste had
developed a draft Children’s Code, released in March,
that would establish and safeguard the rights of
children in conflict with the law. Through improved
health  services, information campaigns and
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immunization strategies, it had reduced under-five
mortality from 115 deaths per 1,000 births in 2001 to
64 deaths per 1,000 births in 2010. It had tripled its
education budget since 2006 despite scarce resources
and, with the assistance of Cuba, had launched a
national project to eradicate illiteracy by 2015. The
Education Base Law of 2008 implemented the
universal right to education guaranteed in the
Consgtitution by opening schools from the primary to
the tertiary level to anyone between the ages of 6 and
37. Enrolment rates had increased by almost a quarter
between 2004 and 2009 and even more steeply since.

The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.
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