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The meeting was called to order at 10,20 a.m.

AGENDA| TEM 90s WORLD SOCI AL SI TUATI ON ( continued) (ST/ESA/213)

AcENDA | TEM 915 TVEENTI ETH ANNI VERSARY oF THE procLaMaTioN OF THE DECLARATI ON ON
Sgdﬁ AL PROGRESS MD DEVELOPMENT (gontinued) (A 44/116-E/ 1989/15 and Corr.1 and
Add. 1)

AceNdA | TEM 92¢ NATIONAL EXPERIENCE | N ACHI EVI NG FAR- REACH NG SOCI AL AND ECONOM C
CHANGES FOR TEE PURPOSE OF SOCI AL PROGRESS ( gontinued)( A/ 44/ 79- E/ 1989/ 8,
A/44/86-E/1989/14, A/44/440 and A/44/499)

acenoa | TEM 93¢ POLI CI ES AND PROGRAMMES | NVOLVI NQ YOUTH ( continued) (A/44/387)

AGENDA | TEM 97: | NTERREQI ONAL CONSULTATI ON ON DEVELOPMENTAL SOCI AL VEELFARE
PCLI CI ES AND PROGRAMMVES (continued) (A/44/206-E/ 1989/69 and Corr.1 and add.1)

AGENDA | TEM 99: QUESTI ON OF AG NG ( continued) (A/44/3, A/44/420 and Add. |)

AGENDA | TEM 101: | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACTI ON CONCERNI NG
DI SABLED PERSONS anp THE UNI TED NATI ONS DECADE OF DI SABLED PERSONS (¢ontinued)
(A/44/406 and Rev,1)

AGENDA| TEM 102: CRI ME PREVENTI ON AND CRI M NAL JUSTI CE (gontinued) (A/44/400)
AGENDA 1TCM 113: FAMLIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS ( gontinued) (A/44/407 )

1. Mr._SALAZAR-SANCISI (Ecuador), commenting on agenda item 90, quoted a sentence
fromthe 1989 Reporton the World Social Situation, a8 fillws "In the 1g9s80s, the
i nprovenent of world social conditions has been slowed downoreversed in a large
nunber of countries, especially in Latin America and Afica. He noted, in that
connection, that .a theregion of Latin America and the Caribbean, there were now
165 mllion people living in poverty, ofwhom 65 million kckedthe neans to obtain
adequate nutrition. The figuresrefl ected the factthat in 1989, in absolute
figures, the number of people living in poverty had risen by 50 per centconpared
with 1960 and,what was even moredi sturbing, by 25 per cent conmpared with a nere
five years ago, What waa more shocki ng, 40 per cent of househol ds were not
consuning the minimum cal oric intake, 44 per centof wocking peopl e were unenpl oyed
and 68 per cent had inadequate housing.

2. The econom ¢ probl ems ofall devel oping countries were well known: decline in
primary commodity prices, deterioration in the terms of trade, increase in t he
external debt. The debt problem was especially worrisone because the Latin
American and Caribbean countries had become net exporters of capital since 1982 and
that flight of capital prevented them fombuil di ng more just and stable societies.

3. AsM, Rodrigo Borja, President ofEcuador, had pointed out, the external debt
was not theonly Latin Anmerican debt; it also had a social indebtedness to its
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people, 1Indeed, the effortstoservicethe external debt had considerably

I ncreased t hat social indebtedness. The international community 8hould therefore
adopt mechani sn8 enabling the Latin Anerican countries to repay that social debt.
[t shoul d takea political decision t0 endow those countries W th the necessary
financial resources toreet the needs Oft he most di sadvant aged sectors Of their
populations,

4, Forit8 part, Ecuador had worked out anew strateqgy baaed on social
participation and political consensus. Ecuador’8 Devel opnent Pl an waa aimed at
devel opnent ratherthan growth inasmuch as devel opnent waa a qualitative concept
encompassing the | deas ofgrowth, equitabl e incomedistribution and qual ity of
life, It wasthe result not Ofspeculation Dy private economic forces, but of
deliberate action takenby the State to ensure a fair distribution ofthe benefits
of progress.

5. |f the Latin American countries continued to experience the kind of growth
they had known thue tar, thetwenty-first century would findt hem reduced to a
society in which overhal f the population [ived in such miserya8 to provoke a
social explosion with unforeseeabl e consequences. Consequently it was inperative
to institute fundamental structural reformand gi ve serious study to the effects of
various econom c options which would beanintegral part ofthe Third Internationa
Devel opnent Strategy. Mechanisms had to be set up for financing priority projects,
reducing credit cost8 and releasing asubstantial portion oft he resources now
cunmittedto service the external debt in ordertopay the social debt.
Accordingly, econom ¢ devel opnment programme8 must be socially orientead.

6. That was not the course whichhad been followed, and accounted for the tragic
situation of the third world countries. It was not a matter of charitys; it wasnot
a matter of subordinating social policy to economc policy. Wat was needed was
political will manifested on the international |evel in the formofdecisionsbased
on equity, effectiveness and solidarity that could be converted imoconcerted
action which fulymetthe needs of today’ s economc and social situation and, in
particular, could cope with the probl em of poverty. Social policy should not
sinply be a welfare policy. Social expenditure nust benefit the poorest sectors of
the populations it nust appeal to people's initiativa and creativity, so often

m shandl ed by bureaucrats and technocrats; it nust allocate sufficient and durable
fiannci al resources; and lastly, it nust not allow prejudice to colour reality.
ouly in those conditiona could the peoples of Latin America live in dignity.

7. Mrs. CASTANO (Col onbia), speaking on agsnda item 90 (b), recalled that

Col onbi a was one ofthe oldest denocracies on the Anerican continent. It had been
organizing el ections forPresidentand parlianment for the peat 170 y=ars and, since
the adoption of the 1886 Constitution, it had been electing a President for a
four-year termand deputies t0 the departnmental 1egislaturesand nunicipal councils
every two years.



A/C.3/44/8R.19
English
Page 4

(Mra. Castano, Colomiba)

8.  Colombia had ® naated constitutional reforms and im 1988. for the first time,
the mayors of municipalities had been ® lectrd by direct suffrage. g Pce Fhen t he
muni ci pal ity played an important partin Colombian democratic 14fe. |1 €lect ed its
mayor and city counci | direectly; petitions signed by 10, 000 citizens coul d generate
legislative bills for consideration by the Congress. |t could also decide, by
referendum, the major 4ssues of nati onal iaterest, iNncludi ngconstitutionalreforns.

9. Obviously, a major effort had been required to educate voters and el ected
officials so t hat theywoul d be prepared forthat experienceinpopul ar
participation. The ai m war to generate a trend towards decentralization | n
Colombia so that i nport ant decisions affecting cach region or each muni ci pality
were taken |ocally and no | onger by the contral authority. An attenpt had al so
boon made to set up mechaniams for participation through associations of users
(especi al | y peasants)andagreements between communitiesand| ocal authorities
concerning, for example, the execution of public works. Moreover, adm ni strative
decisions had been taken to providemunicipalities with t he resources t hey needed
forgenui ne self - management , which they had ken unabl e to do before,

10. By launching that experiment, Colombia had committeditself to a novenent that
ai med at the full realisation of all human rights, particularly, the right to elect
and control and, thereby, te participate inthe country@B devel opment.

11. speaking on agendaitem 93, Miss MORTENSEN ( Denmark) saidshe was pl eased to
speak in the Third Committee as a young member of the Danish delegation to present
t he views of her young conpatri ot8 onissuesofparticul ar interest tothem  One
of t he chief objectives of the Danish Youtt Council| wastosee that the idea of
denocracy war passed from one generation to the nmext. Accordingly, since its
inception in 1940, it had been insisting that young peopl e be given the possibility
of i nfluencing Aecisionsaffectingthem. Politician8 responsible for r esol vi ng the
mul titude of problens besetting the world should 1isten to the young people because
they were the ones who would have to suffer the consequences of deci Si ons t aken

today.

12. The issue of probably the greatest concern toyouth all overthe world was
that of the protection oftheenvironment. Scientists had clearly denonstrated the
threats to the environnent posed by the depletion oftheozonel ayer, the

greenhouse effect and other f or ns of envi ronnent al degradati on, such as

def orest ati on anddesertification. Everybody must be aware that it was a

col l ective problemand not try to pushit onto hisnei ghbour. Those countries
which tried to solve their own problems byexporting themshoul d be condemmed. The
whol e world was faced wWith the commonresponsibility ofmankind. It was absol utely
crucial, for development and for the survival of mankind, t0 counter the threats

t hat weighed on the environnent. Dani sh youth was looking forwardto a big
international youth gathering to be held at Bergen, Norway,in 1990, within the
framework ofthe Brundtland report.

/eon
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13.  The industrialized countries shoul d foll ow theUnited Nations objective of
contributing 1 percent of their grossnational product indevel opment aid to the
third world. Atthe sams time, itwas i nportant to have adefinition ofthe term
[devel opnent aia", In the view of Dani sh youth, devel opment aid should not include
weapon deliveries or conpensation purchase agreements for the benefit of the
donor's industries. The debt crisiswas one oft he most serious probl ens fag
devel oping countries today. The establishnent ofamoreequitable world order
shoul d ensure a future stable devel opment within the frameworkof agreements based
onmut ual respect andcul tural understanding.

14, The North-South relation should be a true dialogue. The co-operation
established in 1986 between the Nordi ¢ Qovernments and the Governments of the
front-line States of the Southern African Devel opnent Co-ordinati on Conference was
an exanpl e ofsuch a dialogue. That governnental co-operation had beenfol | owed by
a youth declaration on cultural co-operation, which had enabled those young people
t o proceed to cul tural exchanges within the framework of visits, semnars and
conferences. The co-operationwW th the States menbers of the Conference al so
consisted in support foractivities agai nst apartheid in Sauth Africa, For Dani sh
youth, it was inconprehensible that the SouthAfricanréyime shou)2conti nue
flagrantly to violate fundamental human rights. Apartheid nust be abolished. The
International community should continue to put pressure -~ by econom ¢ sanctions
inter alia - on the South Afri can Gover nnent for the attainment of that obj ecti ve.
The Danish Yout h Counci |, which mai ntai ned cl ose rel ati ons with the South African
Yout h Congress, was seriously concerned by the fact that the youngleaders of that
organi sation were al ways persecuted. One ofthem Patrick Flusk, had just been
condemed for his activities and for expressing his opinions.

15.  Dani sh youth wel coned the progress made towards the granting of independence
to Nam bia and intended to co-operate with Namibian youth organisations. |t
launcned an appeal wall countries and organizations to assist Namibia. Thousands
of young people, who fornmed the basis for afree, democratic Nam bi a, needed an
education. The Nordic Namibia Action or gani sati on provi ded assistance in that
field. Young Danes Were pleased t0 note the inportant role that the United Nations
played in the process towards an independent Nambia and saw in it the proof that
the organization was capable of fulfilling one ofits principal functions.

16.  AllMenber States should pronote human rights. Unfortunately, human rights
were every day being grossly violated in mmycountries ofthe werid. Danish youth
vigorously condemmed those violations. It believed that freedomafexpression and
association was particularly inportant because it meant the right to exert an
influence on society. In thatregard and on behal f of Dani sh youth, she

unreservedly condermed the massacre of young Chinese students perpetrated bythe
Chinese authorities while the students were peaceful |y exercising their right to

f reedom of expression. The vi gorous reactions ofthe internatiwnal community to
those events sheuld be a lessonto all those who resorted to armed force agal nst
citizens expressing t hei r opi ni ons,
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17. Danish youth wel coned the factthat the General Assenbly would adopt in 1989 a
convention on therights ofthe child. Oneofthe fundamental objectives ofthe
draft convention should be to ensure that children and young people coul d not be

i nvol ved inarmed conflicts and thereby run the riskofbeing mained or killed. It
gaverise t0 concern in that regard that the present wording ofarticle 33,
paragraph 2, guaranteed children less protection in arned conflicts than the
existing provisions ofinternational humanitarian law. She hoped that the General
Assenbl y would reach a consensusont he need to raise the age limt provided for in
article 38, paragraph 2, from 15 yearsto 18, rrDani sh youth, that convention
wasaVery inportant step towards the protection of all children againstinjustice
and exploitation. They hoped that all Member States woul d soon becomeparties to
it.

18. Danish youth hoped that young people throughout the world would be able to
meet for a free ¢xchange of i deas on questi ons ofconce.ato them Itwas only

t hrough understanding that therisk of war could be elimnated, together with the
need to amass weapons. | n that reard the United Nations could be a platform for
the youth of the world, where it could meetand consi der conmon problems. That

m ght have a positive influence on international debate, for young people were
often open-mnded, unbiased and not affected by diplomatic considerations.

19. She hoped that more Menber States woul d include representatives of their ﬁouth
organi sations in their delegtonst 0 the sessions of the General Assembly. The
1990s shoul d be a decade of action characterised by the participation ofyouth in
deci sion-nmaking and in the inplementation ofthe decisions,

20.  Mr. 2AWACKI(Pol and) said that, w thout extensive international co-opecation,
itwas inpossible to resolve mostofthe social problens of the contenporary
world. Wile the United Nations wasnot the only forumfor the discussion of
social issues, it was undoubtedly one ofthe mostinportant and most di versified
politically.. In that context, the_1989 Report on theWorldSoci al Situation
(ST/ESA/213) was a true mineofi nformation thatshowed that nany social problems
were of international significance and |ay at the centre of Gover nment s concerns.
Those problems could not Dbe resolved by States acting in isolation but by common
efforts oftheinternational comunity.

21.  The report indicated that, in spite of the normssetby the various
International instruments adopted under urited Nations auspices, the social
situation currently prevailing in theworid was unacceptable. That was
particularly true in areas such ashealth, enploynment, social security, housing,
ed: cation and many ot her aspects of daily life,

22. In hisdel egationlS view, the international devel opnent strategy for the
fourth United Nations devel opment decade shoul d be more concerned with social
objectives. Social questions had an inappropriately weak position in the United
Nati ons system. |n recentyears, many soci al questions - enploynent, youth, the
el derly and the disabled, drug abuse and crime- had become universal problens
transcending national frontiers. aAs the United Nations was having greater inpact
oninternational political affars, peopl e understandably expected it to play a
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larger role in social development. H's del egati on supported the decisiont 0 make
the United Nations Office at Vienna the nucleus of all United Nations work in
soci al policy.

23.  The _1989 Report was more comprehensive and more usef ul than provi ous reports.
The issues were presented in amoredetailed way, and that nade the publication as
a whole nore interesting. Some critical remarks expressed during the 1982 and 1985
debat es had beentaken into account bytheauthors. |n the opinionofhis

del egation, it was a good idea to base the report onan anal yai a of changes in
societylS structures, instead offocusing on econom c or technol ogi cal trends, as
inthe 10lds d&dg@ggat i on al so appreciated the inclusion of certain

probl ens connected with living conditions within societies, as well as the fact
that great social ills such as poverty. honel esaneas and hunger had been well
defined. Forthe first tine, the report dealt with the situation of mgrants and
refugees.

24. Al the same, someinportant problems had been disregarded. For exanpl e,
chapter X did not include sufficient information about the important trends in the
soclal and economc situation and structures of the socialist countries.

25, At atine when the United Nations was celebrating the twentieth anniversary of
the adoption of the Declaration on Social Progressand Devel opment, one coul d not
escape the inpression that the objectives of the Declaration were far from being
achieved, Furthernore, in someareas there nad been considerabl e regression. Mre
had to be done to inplement the Declaration at the international and nationa

levels. The best way to celebrate the twentieth anniversary would be to take it
into accountin the formulation ofthe international devel opnent strategy for the
fourth United Nations devel opment decade, International and non-governmenta

organi aations concerned w th devel opment should continue their efforts to utilize
the provisions ofthe Declaration inthe fornulation of strategies and programes
aimed at social progress.

26. Ms. CARMENATE (Cuba), referring to the world social situation, said it was
regrettabl e that social achievements were being seriously jeopardized by the
current economc crisis. The 1989 Ruport on the Wrld Social situation concl uded
that although food production had been raised to a level sufficient to feed al
people on earth, 10 to 15 per cent of the worldiS population still suffered from
undernouri shment.  The report highlighted the contradictions between incentives to
produce and capacity to acquire food, and concluded that food production and
distribution policies needed a thorough re-examnation.

27. Herdel egation endorsed the statenment by the Director-General for Devel opnent
and International Econom c Co-operation regarding the need for greater interaction
bet ween social and econom ¢ policies, and for closer co-operation between the Third
Committee and the Second Cormittee on such questions.

/ool
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28. Asthereport ofthe Secretary-CGeneral on the inplementation of the
Declaration on Social Progress and Devel opnent (A/44/116) pointed out,the
objectivea set forth in the Declaration - elimnation of unenploynent, hunger,
malnutrition, poverty and illiteracy] guaranteed access to culture, health care,
and free education at the elementary level; promotion ofhuman rights and socia
justice - were far frombeing realised fora |arge proportion ofthe worldis
popul ati on.

29. Cuba had adopted measures which, despite the :urrent economc crisis, gave the
cuban popul ation all the benefits referred to in the Declaration. The nation(s
budget for housing, public services, education and health had increased. Cuba
currently hadonedoctor forevery 366 inhabitants (as against 441 previously). In
1988 the bhirth rate had been 18.1 per 1,000, and the infant nortality

rate 11.9 per 1,000 live births. Life expectancy in Cuba was 74.6 years.

30. The co-operative movenent had grown, particularly in the agricultural sector.
That had permtted the introduction ofsophisticated nethods in tle agricul tural
and | i vestock sector, together with inproved organisation of production

activities. It had also resulted in better living conditions for the inhabitants
ofrural and renote a:eas. She stressed, in that regard, the active participation
of Cuban women inagricul tural co-operatives.

31.  Various governmental and non-governmental organi sations co-operated in

i mpl enenting youth programmes. Priority was given to general education on the sane
basis as technical and vocational training. The latter was tailored to the

country’s needs so as to ensure that every Cuban youth was in a position to choose
a job that matched his or her vocational skills or technical training.

32. Wth respect to health, she said that the Mnistry ofkealth and the Mnistry
of Educati on were conducting joint projects and using extension and gui dance
programmes in an effort to prevent such problems as teen-age pregnancy and the
spread of communi cabl e di seases. Young peopl e were encouraged to take part in
sports and cultural activities froma veryearly age.

33, Several public agencies were dealing with the question of aging. In Cuba, all
el derly persons were covered by the social security system and their health was
systematically nonitored by famly doctors. There were clubs where senior citizens
met for physi cal exercise and recreational activities.

34.  Turning to agenda item 101, she stressed the inportance which Cuba accorded to
the Wrld Programe of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons. asa result ofcol | aboration between various
governnental and non-governnental organiaations, the disabled had been integrated
Into society. The establishment of craft workshops for the disabled had met with a
favourabl e reception. School s had been opened and cl asses organized f or persons
with visual or hearing inpairments, as well as for the mentally retarded. The

di sabl ed were encouraged to take part in sports and cultural activities. There
were speci al schools for children with certain inpairments, theaimbeing to ease

/.00
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their integration into society at a later stage. Cuba sttached great inportance to
preventive progr ammes, both for children and for adults, The conpetent government
agencies, such as the Mnistry ofHealth and the Labour and Social Security

Conm ttee, played a key role in that area.

35. Turning to agenda item 102, relating to crimeprevention and erimi.aljustcice.
she noted that her Governnent woul d beroating the Eijhth United NatjonsCoagress
on the Prevention ofCrine and the ireatment Of Offencsrs. =nat reflected the
importance whi ch Cubaaccorded to that topic, It was inviting all States Menbers
ofthe United Nations, as well as intergovernnental and non-governmenta
organizations, t0 participate in the Congress, which would beheld at Havana from
27 August to 7 September 1990. Al the necessary arrangenents were being mde to
ensure that the event went smoothly. Her del egation was gratefulto the United
Nations Office at Vienna forits assistance to the Covernment inthat matter

36. Mrs., NNKQLIC (Yugoslavia) said that, at the Ninth Summit Conference in

Bel grade, the non-aligned countries had expressed grave concern over the dramatic
deterioration in the economc and social situation in most devel oping countries and
had stressed the need to accelerate devel opment both in the interests of those

countries and in that ofthe world. In her view the 1989 Report on the worid
' was nore inclusive than thatfor 1985. It was inportant to

present the p-oblems of individual regions separately as had been done in the case
of Africa. It was also indispensable to include the majorprobl ens which had

dom nated the period covered bythe Report. Her delegation also attached great

i nportance to popul ar participation as aninportant factor in devel opment and in
the full realisation of all human rights. Such participation should be integral,
in other words it should be realised in all fields oflife, whether economc,
political, social or cultural.

37. Concerning agenda item 92, her delegation wished to point out that the

| ong-term programe ofeconom ¢ stabilization adopted by her country at the
beginning of the 1980s in order to deal with aprotracted economc crisis had

i ncluded social protection measures desi gned to hel p those popul ation strata that
were unnble to ensure basic famly needs. The new econonic policy measures adopt ed
recently were aimed at solving the social problens of society as a whole.

38.  Her delegation drew attention to docunent A/ 44/448 which contained data on the
general census of thepopul ation of A bania. According to those data, 4,797

members Of Yugoslav national mnorities lived in that country, including 4,697
Macedoni ana and 100 Montanegrina, Serbs and Croats. On thebasis of reliable
historical, statistical and denographic data, her delegation estimted that between
60, 000 and 80,000 Macedonians, 17,000 to 20,000 Montenegrins, 20,000 Serbs and
2,000 to 3,000 Muslimsettlers fromBosnia Iived in Al bania, so that the overal
nunber of menbers of Yugoslav national mnorities living in Al bania would be well
over 100,000. Herdel egation considered that the inaccuracy of the data provided
by Al bania represented an attenpt by that count.-y to distort the facts and to deny
the rights, and even the very existence, of those minorities: that was a matter for
serious concern,

/ooi
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39. Wth regard to agenda item 93, her delegation noted with interest the report
of the Secretary-General on policies and programmes involving young people
(As/44/387) which identified emerging youth issues and highlighted the problenms of
drug abuse. the environment and AIDS, which had seriously affected youth in recent
times. Her delegation fully supported the recommendations in paragraph 16 of the
report which were ained at encouraging youth programmes and activities at al
levels. Yugoslavia was in favour of the expansion of existing channels

conmuni cation between the United Nations and youth. The United Nations could
certainly do nore to bring young people together fromall over the world. In that
connection, the informal meetings at Geneva should be nore open and nore
representative. The United Nations could also play a role in reducing unenpl oyment
anong youth, particularly by inproving the circulation of |abour between regions
The organization shoul d al so pronote youth exchange programmes between Menber
States as they would be of value in termsof education and pronoting greater

t ol erance.

40. Concerning agenda item 100, she enphasized the conprehensive nature of the
report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the question of aging (A 44/420). She fully
supported the very pragmatic reconmendations regarding the participation of the

el derly.  She also supported the process started during the neeting of the group of
eninent persons, held in ®aw York in Septenber 1989, to explore international
fund-raising Strategies for aging. She stressed the inportance of the
establishment of training institutes and centres as advocated in the
Secretary-Ceneral’s report.

41. In connection with the report of the Secretary-General concerning disabled
persons (A 44/406), her delegation fully supported the convening of an
international meeting on national disability machinery in developing countries in
1990. The Yugoslav Board for the Decade of Disabled Persons promoted a nunber of
activities for the disabled, including inproved access to buildings, the reform of
| egal provisions regarding retirement and social security and of regulations
related to public transportation, the provision of appliances and the protection of
the living standards of disabled persons and their dependants

42.  Her delegation welcomed the report of the Secretary-General on crine
prevention and crimnal justice (As24/400). |t stressed the paramount role of the
Conmi ttee on Crime Prevention and Control which, at its eleventh session, would
consider inportant draft instrunents and recommendations to be submitted to the

Ei ghth congress .

43.  Yugosl avia accorded primary attention to the problem of crine, in particular
the relationship between various fornms of crinme and development. |n that
connection, her Covernment and the United Nations Social Defence Research Institute
had co-financed a project on the issue which could be applied in other devel oping
countries. In addition, a workshop on human rights in thelight of crime
prevention and crimnal justice would be organized by the Institute for Crine
Research and Social Studies.
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44, Yugosl avia was making systematic efforts ained at strengthening internationa
co-operation in the field of crimnal justice. It had concluded agreenents wth
Austria and Dennmark on the transferof sentenced persons. Simlar agrecments with
Czechosl ovaki a, Turkey and other countries were in the process of preparation or
negotiation. Yugoslavia was al so devel oping appropriate forns of co-operation
within the framework of international |egal assistance in crimnal matters, in
accordance with the United Nations draft model on the transfer procedure.

45, Mss SAELZLER (Gernman Denocratic Republie), speaking on agenda item 91,

wel comed the fact that the twentieth anniversary of the proclanmation of the

Decl aration on Social Progress and Devel opnent offered the opportunity for an
exchange of views on the inpact of science and technology on social devel opnent.
The progress acconplished in those fields had created new social and humanitarian
probl ens of dimensions that went beyond the national |evel and which called for
regional and international co-operation if they were to be solved. Wile the
devel opment of science and technology was a driving force for social progress and
properly controlled, should make it possible to solve problens such as those
relating to the environment, it was also fraught with danger, particularly in the
fields of genetic engineering and biotechnology. It was essential not only to
identify the social consequences of the devel opment of science and technol ogy but
also to evaluate themso as to take into account the needs of the people without
having to restrict the scope of scientific know edge. Currently there was a
growi ng awareness of the interdependence ofscientific and social progress and the
safeguarding of international peace. That awareness was increasingly reflected in
international relations. Miltilateral co-operation within the franework of the
United Nations should seek to ensure a balanced rel ationship between technol ogi ca
progress and social devel opnent.

46. While the twelfth Report on the Wrld Social Situation gave a clear picture of
the current situation, it was regrettable that it did not focus greater attention
on the relationship between the devel opnent of the world econony and the energence
of social problems, all the moreso since the report furnished proof of the close
interrelationship between econom ¢ stagnation and the deepening of the socia
crisis in many countries in Africa and Latin Anerica.

47. Her delegation welcomed the fact that a separate chapter had been devoted to

the relationship between social developnent, security and disarmament. |t was
convinced that the diversion of resourcesaway frommlitary activities would
facilitate the pronotion of social progress. It was for that reason that her

delegation considered it WAS necessary to intensify disarmament and to pronote and
stabiliae social developnent.

48. Wl coming the place accorded in the 1989 Report on the Wrld Social Situation
to international trends in issues relating to wonen and fanilies, her Government
supported the proclamation of an international year ofthe fanily and was ready to
contribute %o preparations for such an event

/.-l
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49. Herdelegation proposedthat future reports on the world social situation
should provi dr a concrete definition ofthe term "social poverty" encompassing
social and regional differences, 80 that fundr could be allocated on the basisof
need.

50. Furthermore, futurereportswould profit by relying not Only on scientific
publication8 but alse onrmpotrand informati on comuni cated by countries to the
United Nation8 Secretariat, Lustly, she hoped that the activities al ready under
waywoul d continue on the basis ofherdelegation's draft resolution concerning
social wel fare, devel opnent, science and technol ogy.

51. Mra. WARZAZI (Morocco) said that 20 years af t er the adopti on oft he

Decl aration on Soci al Progress andDevel opment, economic and social prublems were
still inextricably | inked, with th8 forner impedingeffort8 to resolve the |l atter:.
The 1989Report on the World Social Situation was cause moref Or concern than for
optimism, above all| with respect to Africa and Latin America. Far from decreasing,
certainprobl ens - environnental degradation, drug abuse, crime, i nternati onal
terrorism, Al DS, migrants,refugees-were ON the rise. In spite ofthe Aetermined
efforts of international organioationr 8uch a8the General Agreements on Tariff8
andTrade (GATT) and the United Nations Conference onTrade and Devel oprent
(UNCTAD), multilateral economic co-operation had not reachedt he desired | evel .

Far from bei ng abl e to meettheir financial needs, certain countries were i n doubt
as to their own survivaland needed somerelief from or even cancelling oftheir
debt burden. The inprovenent of social conditions had fallen off inmrmny countries
and, gi ven th8 decrease inrevenuea, the nunber ofindividual 8 living in extreme
poverty coul d only increase. The CommissiononHuman Rights and t he Sub- Comm ssion
had deci ded to devote particular attention to those underprivileged popul ations,
and the General Assembly shoul d fol | ow suit.

52.  The relationship between peace, di sarnmanent and devel opnent no longer needed
to be demonstrated. The United Nations was finally taking onits proper role in

t he settlement ofconflicts and the restoration ofpeace, Nevertheless,the
inproved rel ations between the two super-Powers did not appear to be having any
effect On their arms sale policies. The third world countries, which were the
princi pal buyers, had notsignificantly reduced their expenditures in that area in
spite of their debt burden. That debt not only held back their economc

devel opnent, but also entailed increased militarizatior and political unrest, added
to poverty and hunger,

53. Against that conpl ex background, the solution to eocio-econom c problems

cal led fora marked inprovement in international relations, disarmnment which would
benefit all countries, unrestricted international co-operationandthe politicsl
will to put an end to non-mlitary threats such as the flagrant violation ofhuman
rights, disease, masspoverty, environnmental degradation, unenploynent, drug8 and
crime. The entire national and international comunity, including wonen, youth,
the el derly and thedisabled, should be abletoparticipate in such |ong-term
efforts. Mrocco supported a1l the activities undertaken bythe United Nations

/‘.0
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office at Vienna in support of t hose groups and regretted that tefinancial
resources allocated to social devel opment wore not conmensurate with the needs.

54, Under the guidance of King Hassan 11, her country wasendeavouring to emerge
from underdavelcpmant t hrough substantial refomsand restructuring ® xorcirerr
acconpani ed »y aosterity and budgetary stabilisati on measures, After a critical
econom C sitwzavicr in 1963, resulting principally from prolonged drought and the
cap on oil prives. the Government had consi derably reduced the anpbunt ofits

out standi ng dakt owed to public and private ® ntorprisos. The budget deficit had
been partly reduced, inflation was between 2 and 3 per cent and the nati onal
economy had experienced A growh . ate as high as 10 per cent. The austerity
measureshad not prevented the country from maki ng progress inot her donains:

i naugur ation ofa systemofhillsi de reservoirswithin the framework oft hr
national water resourcedrvel opnont plan; decrease inthe nunber ofshanty-towns
and unhealthy living quarters) vocational training and canpaigns to e radicate
illiteracy. Construction was expanding rapidly. Schools and universities were
opening in every regi on under the decentralization policy. The educational system
had been reformed to raisethe educational |evel andto produce better-qualified
teachers. The rura". exodus had occarioned a strenqthening oft he co-operative
novenent, which was a fundanmental factor in improving Soci 0- econom ¢ condition6 i n
rural areas. The O fice of Co-operative Devel opnent and the National Institute for
Agrononi c Research were playing an inportant role inthat efot Local

communi ties werwbenefiting fomquantitative and qualitative changes introduced by
the 1976 comunity Charter, and a devel opnment bank forl ocal communities had been
established in orderto provide themwth direct support.

55. In 1967, through a collective efot, 3 mllion children under the age of
five ?/ears had been vaccinated against the most|ife-threatening diseases, and

3 mllion womenofchild-bearing age had been vaccinated against neo-nat al
tetanus, During a new canpaign launched in1969, 1 mllion children and hundreds
oft housands of women had been vaccinated, |In those efforts, her country had
recei ved val uabl e assistance from UNICEF, Rotary International and the Agency f or
I nternational Devel oprent.

56, The attention paid to children mustnotovershadow the place occupied bythe
elderly in society. Mrocco was attenpting to ensure that elderly persons occupied
the pl ace habitual |y accorded to them by its social and famly traditions.

57. The Mroccan authorities were also concerned with the needs ofdi sabl ed
persons. That was why, over the past six years, more than 2,000 educators had
participated i N training or advanced training activities. Forthe first timein
Africa an3 in the Arab world, training workshops foreducatora oft he physically
di sabled and nmentally inpaired had been organized at Tangiers by an American
foundation, *“very Speci al Arts".

58. The enornous obstacles posed by the debt burden, theunjust and discrinnatory

character of the curreutinternational economicsystem, clinatological haaardr and
scourges such as locust and grasshopper infestations coul d notshake thew || and

/.I.



A/C.3/44/8R.19
Engl i sh
Paqs 14

(Mca, Warzaazi, Moroccgo)

determination of her Governnent to lead the country along the road to economic and
social progress. Nor did those factors prevent Morocco from taking its proper role
in expressing solidarity and providing assistance, in the spirit of brotherhood, to
thosr countries of Africa which called on it for support. International solidarity
was i N fact essential N order to realize the objectives set forth 20 years ago i n
the Declaration on Soci al Progress and Development. Third worl d countries were not
only affectedby natural disasters, they wore also victims of the nefarious desi gns
of transnational corporations which, by dunpi ng toxic products in them, conprom sed
ths health and survival of their populations. If the developing countries recei ved
assistanceinresol ving their problens, they could inreturn contribute to
preservation of t he world snvironment, which had become one of the major concer ns

of the dovel oped countri es,

59, Above all, developing countries needed security and peace, that peace Which
was the very symbol of Islam.,

60. Mr, ALQTAIBI (Kuwait) said that his country had incorporated the objectives of
the Declaration on Soci al Progress and Devolopment in its economic and soci al

devel opment programmes, taking into account its resourcesand traditions. It had
made available to its population all the basic servicesin the fields of education,
health and housing. At the same time, in ordrr t O ensure that the current
generation was not the only one to enjoy the benefits of prosperity, his country
had promul gat ed, in1977, a |aw establishing a reservefund forfuture generations,
to whichthe State annual |y contributed 10 per cent ofi tS revenue,

61. Progress and devel opnment wore the pro-em nent concemnoft he international
comunity, and especially ofthe devel oping countries, The devel oped countri -~ ,
must step up and rationalise their scientificand technical assistance, wth
proper regard fort he inportance ofthe human fctrin t he devel opment process,
The International Mnetary Fund andthe Wrld Bank shoul d reassess t he unduly harsh
conditions they were inposing on the devel oping countries, and the creditor
countries should take into account the situation ofthe debtorcountries,

(rj)agti cularly the poorest ofthem and the factthat theywereunable to pay their

ebt s.

62. Material support for the efforts of the developing countries to inprove their
economic and soci al circunstances was of particular inmportance as one of the ways
in which the social progress and devePopmant proposed int he Decl aration coul d be
fostered. Inthat regard, attentionshoul d be drawn to the work ofthe Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Devel opnent. That institution, which initially had been intended
for the benefit solely of the Arab countries and whose capital hao been no nore
than 50 mllion Kuwaiti dinars in the 19608, wascurrently providing assistance to
alarge nunber of developing countries, That trend had been paralleled by a
forty-fold increase in the fundS capital. The purpose oft he fund was to finance
the pl anning, inplenmentation and nonitoring of health, industrial and trade
infrastructure projects.
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63, In that connection, tribute should be paid to theyoung Kuwaiti vol unteers for
their increasingly active role in the voluntary organizations whi ch weraproviding
health services andassisting the victinms of natural disasters and wars and

I mpoverished people in many countries of Africa and Asia.

64, It was essential tocreateat theinternational |evel conditions favourable to
soci al progress and devel opnent. In particular, peace and security mustbe
established t hr oughout the world in ordor toendthe armsrace, since the |ack of
resources avail abl e for soci al devel opment was due to instability andtensions in

i nternational relations.

65, Mas. AL-ALAWI (Bahrain) said that, since independence, hercountryhad

I npl enmented economi ¢ and social plans which focused on the individual ecitizen, and
enphasi sed the interdependence and complementarity of the various sectors of
society. In Bahrain social security was based onancient traditions, andthe
famly, which was regarded as thebasis of society, was protected. Priority was
givent o young people, whose nental and physical capabilities enabled themto play
an essential role. It was for that reason that her country att ached gr eat
inportance to all issues relating to young people, and endeavoured to promote their
wel | -being andto provide themwth the opportunity to participate inthe life of
society, wth a view to preparing themfor their responsibilities, The National
Conm ttee established for the International Youth Year continued to endeavour to
ensure inplenentation ofthe rel evant witiNati ons recomendations. The tenth
anniversary of International Youth Year, in 1995 would provide anopportunity to
ensure t hat world-wide activities on behal f of young peopl e were accorded greater
prom nence indevel opnent programmesand activities. In that connection, her

del egation supported the Secretary-General 3 recommendation in his report
(A744/367), which called for the planning and inpiementation of youth-related
policies for the yoar 2000 and beyond.

66, Hercountry was giving high priority to the question of aging, and was
establishing institutions for the elderly and endeavouring, through the National
Conmi ttee for Assistance t0 the Elderly, established in 1985, to provide the
elderly Wi th the aervices they needed. |n addition, as a followup to United
Nat i ons decisions, her country had drawn up programres ai med at integrating the
question of aging in the countrylS major progranmes. Bahrain supported the
Secretary-CGeneral [S recomendations, which were amedat giving elderly people the
opportunity to contribute to devel opment by participating inthelife of society,
and it considered that the best way to achieve that end wasto raise the general
standard of living of the population, particularly in rural areas.

67. The attsntion her country paid to the disabled derived from the f undament al
values of Musl i m soci ety. The country had prepared |ong-term plans on behal f of
the disabled in accordance with the Wrld Programme of Action concerning Disabled
Persons s those plans were intended to provide disabl ed people with aconprehensive
range of services to meettheir specific needs. In addition, studies hadbeen
carried out with s viewto meeting future requirenents in that field. Finally, the
National Conmttee forthe Disabled, established on 19 May 1984, was participating
in activities at national, regional and international levels within the framework
of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons.

/l..
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68. Ma. COOMBS (New Zeal and), speaking onagenda item 100, said thathercountry
attached particul ar inportance to thr question ofcrine prevention and control. A
New Zeal ander, wr. Roger Clark, wascurrently amember of the Commttee on Crine
Prevention and Control, and her country wel conmed tha opportunity to uphold through
him a principlet 0 which it was deeply attached. namelythe principle of afair and
justsociety. Such a society presupposed a credi bl e system ofj usti ce, accessible
to all its members of t he soci ety, which protected the ri (Tzlht S of disadvantaged and
mnority groups, which punished humanely and which was politically independentand
free from corruption.

69.  The United Nati ons had greatly contributed to the introduction of such systems
by establ i shing standards agai nst which the conduct of States coul d be measured.
Those standards related on the one hand t 0 crine prevention andcontrol, in
particul ar through international co-operation andtheenforcenent of sentences, and
on the other hand tothe protection of human rights. Guided by the concern to
protect the econom c, social and cultural rights which constituted the basisof a
decent SOCi ety, the commiteeon Crinme Prevention and Control had drawn up draft
guidelines fort he prevention ofj uvenil e delinquency (the RiyadnhGuidelines).

Wth the same object in view, the Cormittee was currently preparing, in
anticipation ofthe Eighth congress, standard m nimum rul es for non-custodial
measures, anmodel bilateral treaty onmutual assistance oncrimnal matters,draft
basic principles on the use offirearns byl aw enforcement officersand draft basic
principles onthe role of lawers. Those texts would provide a useful basis for
the deliberations of the Eighth Congress, whichwasto be held in Havana. However,
there was N0 point in adopting newinstruments unless efforts were made to

inplenent them  Herdel egation sawitas an ® ncouraging sign that particular
attention wasbeing prid by the Conmttee on Crime Prevention and Control to the
followup ofthe O ganisationlS standards.

70. Her country wel comed the fact that the Econom ¢ and Social Council had
requested the Secretary-Ceneral to prepare, forthe Ei ghth Congress, a report on
violence in the famly, and in particular onthe role of crisis intervention and
protection, and the delivary ofsocial and ot her services. V\iolence within the
fam |y was aphenonenon which showed the extent to which econonic andsocial
policies were linked. It also illustrated the tragic effects of drug and al cohol
abuse, andthedegree to which the victins ofthat type ofviol ence - al nost always
women, children, elderly or disabled people - weredeprived.

71.  Her Government had established acentral agency, the Famly Viol ence
Prevention Co-ordinating Conmittee, which wao responsible for co-ordinating the
activities of the various mnistries involved. A canpaign had been|aunched to
make the public aware of the problem of donestic violer-e, and to encourage the
famlies concerned to seek hel p.

72. In addition, taking as its basis the Declaration ofBasic Principles of
Justice for Victins of Crime and Abuse of Power, her Government had enacted

| egislation in 1987 with the ai mof ensuriung that such victins wereproperly
treated, that they had access to services and information, and that their property
was returned to them
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73, In that connection, nention should be made ofthe Vi Cti NB of torture, for Whom
avoluntary fund had been established. Her country was contributing to the Yund.

In the longer term, New Zeal and took the view that the effortsof the United

Nati ons in the field of crime preventi on andcontrol were of concern not merely to
specialistsi N criminology: Wwhat was at stake were the hunman rights andthe

welfare of society that wer e the i ndi spensabl e conditions fora fair and justworld.

74.  Mr, BORG OLIVIER (Malta) saidthatin his country great efforts were being
made t0 inprove the legal andsocial situation of less privileged groups, The
European Conference Whi ch woul d take place in Malta from1 to 5 November 1989t 0
commemorate the fortieth anniversary oft he Council|l of Europeand the twentieth
anniversary ofthe Decl arati on on Soci al Progress and Development reflected that
concern. Ihe Conferonce, whichwoul d focus onintegrated socic) andfam |y policy
for the 19908, had been organised by the Maltese Mnistry for social policy and the
Counai | of Zurope, in co-operation with t he Centre for Soci al Devel opnent and
Humani tari an Afarsi n Vienna. Its main aimwould be to encourage an® xchange of
i deas and experience, and col | aboration between European Governments and

non- gover nment al organi sati ons inrespect of i Ntegrated social and famly policy.

75, Onthe question of aging, he said that his country,as a new menber ofthe
Commi ssi on for Soci al Development, had actively participated in fornulating the
t)Jnl t(ej:d Nation. programmeofactivities in the field ofaging for theyear 1992 and
eyond.

76, In Malta, where the elderly constituted an inereasing proportion oft he
popalation, as they did in other European countries, the Government had est abl i shed
a Mnistry responsible forproviding services to the aged. The Ministry's approach
to the problem of aging was thatofthe elderly thenselves: it tried to keep them,
as long as was humanly possible, in familier surroundings. A home-help service had
been established in orderto relieve el derly people ofthe burden of domestic t asks
they found difficult, Those anmenities, forwhich the elderly nade a token
contribution from their pensions, were provided by suitably trained social-services
staff.

77, Simlarly, the Government was inthe process of establishiug hostels forthe
elderly in various places, The aim was toprovide theelderly, andparticularly
t hose who were on their own, with the opportunity to |ive wth othersenior
citizens in the region in which they had spent mostof their lives. The hostels
were generally located in the mddle ofthevillage in order to ensurethe
continuing participation of the elderly in the life of the commnity,

78, In additionto a residential complexfully equipped with hospitsl facilities,
Mal t a had many ol d people's homes run by the Cat hol i ¢ Church, The Government was
particul arly concernedt 0 ensure that staff wereproperly trained to look after the
elderly, andit had recently initiated a series of courses specifically intended
for such staff.
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79. The primary purpose of t he Internatirnal Institute on Agiug, established jp
Mal t a pursuart to an agreement between t he Secretary-Qeneral of the United Nations
and the Government of Malta, was t0 further the inplenentation ofthe International
Pl an of Action on Aging, particularly withregard to training, inordertomeetthe
urgent needs of countrier, and more specifically those of the devel opi ng

countries. Thelnstitute was designing innovative training progranmmes and
techniquea, and providing nultidisciplinary instruction in the fieldsof
gerontology and geriatrica for everyone Wh0 was currently concerned with the

elderly or who intended to workin the field of aging, The InstitutelS principal
activitiesrelatedt 0 trai ni ng, research anddata-collection, in addition to
publicationa and technical co-operation, Programmer Were carried out in clone
co-oposation with United Nationsbodies, the specialized agencies and the regional
commissions,and also withgovernnent institutiona, non-governmental organizations
and research centres, The Institute had a governing body which reported ona
periodi c baaistothe Secretary-Qeneral of the United Nations with regard to its
activities. The Inatitute had also established an interdisciplinary network of
national, regional and international institutea and organiaationr from devel oped
and devel oping countrier, with a view to pronoting the exchange of information on

aging.

80. Among the Institutel§ activities in the year 1988-1989, nention should be nade
of the gl obal sucvey Of social services for the el derly indevel opi ng countries,
the ai m of which had been to estimate t he needs of those countriesw th regardto
training, a neeting concerning long-termtraining in social gerontol ogy and
geriatrics, held in February 1989, a neeting of specialists in social gerontology,
held in May 1989, ani the expert group meeting on shorttermtraining in
geriatrics, social gerontology, work, retirement and incomesecurity, due to be
held in Cctober 1989.

81. 1ne appealed to Governnents, che Specialised agencies ofthe United Nations,
and non-governmental organizations t0 provi de technical and £ir.ncial support to
the Institute, toenableit to strengthen its role and axpand its activities. As
in the peat, his delegation had actively participated, with other delegations,

i ncluding those of Austria and the peminicanRepublic, in preparing a draft
resolution onthe question of eging, and it hoped that the text would be adopted
unani nousl y.

82. Mr. CABRAL (Cuinea-Bissau) congratul ated the Secretary-CGeneral onhis twelfth
report on the world social sltuation, but noted that the report would have been
better ifit had dwelt moreont he soci ol ogi cal and socio-political aspects. The
requi rements were twofold! on the one hand, an effort to deepenthe analysis and
know edge of social realities, particularly in the devel oping countries, as a
prerequi site for anobjective evaluation of the problens to besolved or the

chal | enges tobe metyon the other, greater CO-oOperati on among Menber States in
respect of the information to be provided on the social situation at the national
| evel .
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83. The report demonstrated the decisive influence of economic factors on the
evol ution ofsocial |ife, particularly in thedeveloping countries, where obstacl e8
to the devel opnment effort - deteriorating terms of trade, indebtednear and
declining financial £lows from outri de - wereincreasingly nmaki ng themselves felt.
The effort wasactual | y bl ocked by the slowing down of domestic inveatment, the
rapid decline innati onal i ncome and the decrease in funds for the soci al rector,
the consequences of whichwere reflected ia the fact that there was a grow ng
segnent of the popul ation tiving in poverty int hoae countries where average

per capita income was less than 3 per cent of what it was in the developed
countries. Such a situation war bound to be accompanied by a widening of t he gap
between the poor and the rich countries. While half of the world's popul ation
possessed 4.5 per cent of world QNP, 9 per cent possessed 43 per cent, or 10 times
more.

84. In addition, pepulation growth inthe underdevel oped regions wasan omex of
t he aifficulties that would inevitably face t he social and econom ¢ devel opnent
efforts of the countries of those regions, unless vigorous steps were taken in the
near future. Even as needs were increasing, the resources t 0 meett hem were

di m ni shi ng.

85. In such a context, the systematic inclusion of social goals and objectives in
adjustment programmes, together with mechanisms for evaluation and fol | ow up, was
an indispensable condition fortheir e ucceaa. Where devel opment was concerned,
econom ¢ performance alone war seldomatrue measure of progress achieved, In
Guinea-Birsau, a special programme entitl ed “Programme of social and
infrastructural actionl hadbeen instituted to cope with the constraint8 inposed on
social devel opnent by the inplementation of the structural adjustment programme.

86. Concrete and active solidarity wasnecessary, in keeping with the spirit of
the Decl arati on on Soci al Progress and Development, the twentieth anniversary of
whi ch was bei ng celebrated in 1989. 1n that connection, his delegation shared t he
concerns expressed i N their respective reports byMiss MArgar et Anstee,
Director-CGeneral of theUnited Nations Office at Vienna, and M. Henryk Sokalsky,
Director of that office"s Social Development Division, i n the faceof the

tendency - unfortunately a widespread tendency- to give priority to political and
econom ¢ consi derations over andabove social and humanitarian concerns.

87. Atatimewhenthe question oft he human conditi on was bei ng posedawith a new
sense Of urgency, it was essential forspecialattention to be given to the
position of the most vul nerable groupr of the population, inparticular the

el derly, children, womenand young people.

88. In the case of the latter:, although the results obtai ned encouraged
perseverance in the initiatives taken within the framework of | Nt ernati onal Youth
Year, it woul d nevertheless hO necessary i N future { O emphasize t he difficulties
that renained incertain areas, suchasthe operati onal definition ofthe notion of
youth, the conpilation of statistics or the processing ofi ndi cators on the
situation of young people, as well as thr financi al constraints that exiastedboth
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atthe national |evel and anong United Nations bodies, Those natters would have to
be given t heir due inportance, inview of the rapid rate of population grow h,

which woul d bring the nunber of young peopl e throughout the world tomorethan
1.2 billion by the year 2000, thus aggravatingthe al ready critical situation In
the education and t rai ni ng, enploynment, heal th and housing sectors. Young people,
whowere Parti cularly vulnerable to drug trafficking and such di seases as acquired
| munodeficiency syndrone (AIDS), must receive increasirg actention.

89. Hisdel egation wi shed to thank the United Nations Youth Fund for financi n% t ho
Qui nea- Bi ssau project [Support to Youth Associationd Wwhich was a response to the
country’s search for ways of trai ni ng young people and bringing themintothe

devel opment process. His del egation w shed to congratul ate UNESCO on the pertinent
initiatives it had taken during the biennium 1988- 1989 as part of its activities on
behalf of youth, initiatives which had net Menber Stat eslexpectati ons.

90. In conclusion, his delegation expressed the hope that social questions would
be given an appropriate place and treatment in the framework of the I nternati onal
devel opnent strategy for the next decade.

91, Mr. USWATTE-ARATCHI (Departnent of I nternational Econom c and Social Affairs)
responded to questions askedby the Romanian, Mlaysian and Yugoslav delegations in
connection with the 1989 Report on the World Social §ituation The Romanian

del egation had expressed surprise at not seeing many questions normally regarded as
matters of soci al devel opment dealt with inthe report. The Yugoslav del egation
had takenthe view that it would be nore useful to present the analysis ofthe
social situation by regions. The Ml aysian delegation had asked whether there was
any machi nery whereby the Secretariat, the commissionfor Soci al Devel opment, the
Economic and Soci al Counci| and the Third Conmttee coul d decide on the form and
content of the report before it was drawn up.

92. The question of the content anddesign of the 1989 Report had been raised for
the first time by the Economc¢ and Social Council in 1985, in its resolution
1985/721. In response to that resolution, the Secretariat had submtted the broad
outlines of the 1989 Raport to the Conm ssion for Social Devel opment at its
February 1987 session. It was on the basis of the decisions taken at that time by
the Conm ssion for Social Devel opment that the text had been prepared. In view of
t he resourcesavail able, it was not supposed to exceed 100 pages, and the
Secretariat had therefore been obliged to restrict itself to the questions that had
been presented to the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent and approved by it. The
content of the report had thus been the subject of a decision by the Conm ssion,
and subsequent|y by the Econom c and Social Council and the General Assenmbly, with
which t he Departnent of I nternational Economc and Social Affairs had sinply

conpl i ed.

93. In the case ofthe report for 1993, it would be extrenely desirable for the
Comm ssion for Social Developnent, at its next session, and subsequently the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the Third Commttee, to give the Secretariat
instructions onthe nature of the report they would like to see in 1993, so that
the om ssions noted in the 1989 Rapoxrt would not reoccur in the report for 1993.
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94. As the members of the Third Committee had al ready been inforned, the
Department was preparing an addendum to the 1989 Repert Whi ch would be submitted to
the Economic and Social Council at its forthcoming spring Sessi on. That would make
it possi bl e to make good some of the omissions in the current report. On the other
hand, i f agreement could be reached in time on the nature of the report to be
submitted in 1993, the Secretariat would spare no effort to provide delegations
with a document that responded to the wishes that had been expressed at the current
session.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.



