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The neetina was called to order at 3.15 p.m

EXPRESSI ON OF SYMPATHY IN CONNECTION WTH THE RECENT EARTHQUAKES IN CALI FORNIA AND
CHI NA

1. The CHAIRVMAN, on behalf of the Committee, expressed synpathy in connection
with the recent earthquakes in California and China.

AGENDA | TEM 90: WORLD SOCI AL SI TUATION (continued) (E/CN.5,/1989/2 and ST/ESA/213)

AGENDA | TEM 91: TVENTI ETH ANNI VERSARY OF THE PROCLAVATI ON OF THE DECLARATION ON
SOCI AL PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT (continued) (A/44/116-E 1989/15 and Corr.l and
A/44/116-E/1989/15/A44.1)

AGENDA | TEM 92: NATI ONAL EXPERI ENCE | N ACH EVI NG FAR- REACH NG SCCI AL AND ECONOM C
CHANGES FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOCI AL PROGRESS (continued) (A 44/79-E 1989/8,
A 44/ 86-E/ 1989/ 14, A 44/ 448 and A 44/ 449)

ACENDA | TEM 93: POLICIES AND PRCGRAMMES | NVOLVING YQUTH (continued) (A 44/387)

AGENDA | TEM 97: | NTERREG ONAL CONSULTATI ON ON DEVELCOPMENTAL SOCI AL WELFARE
POLICIES AND PROGRAMVES (continued) (A 44/206-E 1989/69 and Corr.l and
A/44/206-E/1989/69/A4d.1)

AGENDA I TEM 99: QUESTION OF AG NG (continued) (A/44/3, A 44/420 and aA/44/420/add.1)

AGENDA | TEM 101: | MPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMMVE OF ACTI ON CONCERNI NG
DISABLED PERSONS AND THE UNI TED NATIONS DECADE OF DI SABLED PERSONS (continued)
(A 44/ 406 and A/44/406/Rev.l)

AGENDA |ITEM 102; CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIM NAL JUSTICE (continued) (A 44/400)
AGENDA | TEM 113: FAMLIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS (continued) (A 44/407)

2. M. EOEGH (Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Pronotion
of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons) said that greater interest and
conmitment on the part of the international comunity was necessary in order to
ensure further and nmuch needed progress on issues concerning the disabled. Action
nust replace talk and resources had to be provided to nake action possible. There
nust be strong co-operation between Covernnents and national organisations of the
di sabl ed, and awareness canpai gns nmust be organised anong the disabled. Such
efforts were costly only in terns of initiative because they would help the

di sabled to become productive and contribute to national development. No nation
could afford to ignore their potential.

3. Mre must be done by the way of prevention. Mst cases of disability could be
prevented through health and other measures, which were less costly than the
consequences of not providing them Rehabilitation efforts must also be encouraged
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and supported, and he particularly conmmrended the work of the International Labour
Organisation in that respect. The devel oping countries, which were short of wnat
was required, should concentrate on co-operation in using local resources to
provide the equi pnent and conponents needed to rehabilitate the disabled.

4. In many situations, ideological differences had been set aside to pronote a
common goal, and that nust also be the case in helping the disabled. He comended
the useful work that had been done for the disabled in Afghanistan, who needed a
great deal nore help, however, from the international community. International
humanitarian efforts could also pronmote understanding and peace.

5. Everything must be done to ensure equality for the disabled by providing them
inter alia, with access to information. Unfortunately, sign language and Braille
were often unavailable to the deaf and the blind. Anyone coul d become disabled and
all CGovernments should follow the exanple of someby enacting |egislation
prohibiting discrimnation against the disabled so that they coul d pursue their
lifestyles and careers and develop their full potential. That was what

equal i sation of opportunity nmeant. Bilateral assistance programmes should al so
include aid to the disabled.

6. Lastly, he urged the international comrunity to increase its contributions to
the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. In 1988 the
total contributions to that Fund, fromnine countries, totalled only $91, 000, which
was i nadequat e.

1. M. GOLEMANOV (Bulgaria) said that the 1989 Report on the Wrld Soci al
Situation (sT/ESA/213, E/CN.5/1989/2) showed that a nunber of serious social
problens remained without an adequate solution. Despite the differences between
States on social policies, the experience of some could prove useful to others.
Nati onal policies nmust draw on the experience gathered by others and use the
potential of international co-operation. The Declaration on Social Progress and
Devel opnent was still the main document on which the efforts of the international
communi ty shoul d be based and international co-operation should be naximzed to
ensure itsi npl ementation. He appreciated the report of the Secretary-General on
the inmplenentation of the Declaration (A 44/116-E 1989/15 and Cerr.1) as a neans of
inproving the methods used to achieve the objectives of the Declaration. Periodic
reports on its inplenentation were useful and necessary, and a nore conprehensive
approach shoul d be adapted to such subjects as trade and finance as factors in
international co-operation for social progress and devel opment. He disagreed,
however, with the report's conclusion that the Declaration had served its purpose.
The Decl aration was an action-oriented docunent and even a cursory |ook at the
world situation made it clear that it was far from having achieved its objectives.

8. The Declaration al so remai ned rel evant because it enphasized that progress in
the social and hunmanitarian spheres depended upon the successful solution of all
other nmajor global problems confronting mankind. |If States could co-operate in
tackling such acute problens as di sarmanent and regional conflicts, they could
surely co-operate in tackling the equally inportant problens in the social sphere.

lavs
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9. Only through conprehensive international co-operation could the world's full
potential be mobilized to inprove the social situation. The United Nations had a
special responsibility in that respect. One of the things it nust do was to
enhance the role and significance of the Centre for Social Devel opnent and
Hunanitarian Affairs, which was expected to make proposals for strengthening the
legal basis of international co-operation in the social sphere and adopt
recomendations on how to solve the world s social problenms. The Centre should
become a forum for exchanging national experience and practical co-operation in
achieving social progress, for studying priorities and for long-term planning that
woul d pronote the objectives of the Declaration.

10. Mr. HARYAD (Indonesia) said that the social and econonic conditions in the
world were marked by great advances arising from new discoveries in science and
technol ogy but also by unfortunate setbacks resulting from environmental neglect
and unstable economic relationships. The lack of resources to take the necessary
corrective action had its severest inpact on the most vul nerable groups in society,
and the problens were conpounded in devel oping countries by the debt crisis. He
whol e-heartedly endorsed the analysis, conclusions and recommendations in the

Secretary-General's report (A 44/387).

11.  Indonesian youth were aware of their own responsibilities and the need to seek
solutions to the problens facing youth throughout the world. They were active in
numercusi nternational bodies dealing with such mattersas youth | eadership
training, pronoting youth tourism seninars on co-operatives, prevention of drug
abuse, environmental protection and health. On the national |evel, young people
were encouraged to becorme involved in national developrment activities in the areas
of environnental protection, narcotics and drug abuse, famly planning,
co-operatives, sports and rural devel opnent.

12. H's CGovernnment had also focused attention on the problem of unenployment anong
youth in Indonesia and throughout the world and stressed the relationship between
education and enploynent. It particularly stressed programmes to provide
nmotivation for further developnent of the agro-industry and to inprove training and
skills in that field so as to increase enploynent opportunities.

13. M. VWKL (Fiji), referring to the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on policies
and programes involving youth (A/44/387), agreed that it was essential to define
the notion of youth as a prerequisite to fornulating national and international
youth policies. She supported the Secretary-CGeneral's recomendation that the
Centre for Social Devel opment and Hunanitarian Affairs should conduct a survey of
young peoples ' attitudes to the United Nations in order to strengthen their
involvement in the Oganisation's activities. Her delegation welconed the
suggestion that critical research on youth should be a continuing activity.

14,  Her Covernment's growing concern for youth issues had been reflected in its
support in 1985 for General Assenbly resolutions 40/14, 40/15, 40/16 and 40/17 on
youth natters. It therefore welcomed the recommendation that the tenth anniversary
of the International Youth Year in 1995 should be the occasion for |aunching gl obal
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activities with a view to reinforcing youth-related concerns and identifying future

strategies, evaluating guidelines and inplenenting youth policies for the year 2000
and beyond.

15, Although youth problens tended to vary from country to country, there were
common probl ens, such as drug abuse and the acquired imunodeficiency

syndrone (AIDS) and other sexually-transnitted diseases, and environnental
degradation, which could be dealt wth only through international co-operation.

Her Governnent, with its Mnistry of Youth and Sport, endeavoured to control those
social problens through education, using the mass media to keep young people and
the public inforned. It supported the work of non-governmental organizations.
However, progress was subject to financial and other constraints and her del egation
therefore supported the proposal that Menber States should increase their funding
for youth-related programmes.

16. There was a growing realixation of the global inpact of environnental
degradation and its effects on youth, a problem requiring the involvenent of every
country. Her delegation was particularly concerned about conti=nued nucl ear tests
in the Pacific, as a result of which the people of Rongelap Atoll of the
Micronesian group were today experiencing severe effects of radiation. Her
Government and the Pac®f3 »eoples, especially the young people, urged that the
Pacific should be nucle_ ee and should not becore a dunping ground for nuclear
and other wastes. Her de..gation appealed to the international comuni ty,
especially the developed countries, to help the Pacific peoples in their efforts to
keep their environnent sustainable and healthy.

17. Lastly, her delegation supported the Secretary-General's recommendation in
document A/ 44/387 that the Ceneral Assenbly should provide new directives and
mandates to support Secretariat units or specialized agencies in tackling ADS,
drug abuse, degradation of the environnent and other critical issues in the |ight
of their negative inmpact on the lives and future prospects of young people.

18. M.. van den HURK (Netherlands) said that a subject of particular concern to
young people was their |ack of independence in the years before they reached

adul thood. Their dependence was apparent in the problens of the environnent, the
position of girls and boys in saciety, and honosexuality.

1u. In the first place, young people nowadays were particularly concerned about
environnental issues and wished to play their part. Interaction between youth
orgsni zations and the authorities should be encouraged in order to |essen the
dependence of young people on decision-making by the generations in power. The
United Nations Systemw de Mediumterm Environnmental Programme
(UNEP/GCSS.1171/Ad4.1) rightly enphasized the inportance of international
co-aperation in tackling environmental problenms and the involvement of young people
was the best basis for a stable long-term environmental policy.

20. Wth regard to the position of boys and girls in society, young people were
unable to influence their own lives, express thenselves or develop in their own
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way. They were held back by tradition which kept them dependent within the fanily
and confined them to the traditional roles of girl and boy. Alternatives to
traditional patterns should be brought to their attention so that they could
explore and assess the options available and choose the way of |ife tha: suited
them best . The Netherlands GCovernnent had developed an information canpaign to
encourage them to make independent choi ces.

~1. The question of youth and honosexuality was dominated by a |ack of

under st andi ng. That was clearly illustrated in the report of the Econonic and
Social Council entitled "Legal and Social Problems of Sexual Mnorities"
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/31). Young nen and wonen discovering their sexual preference
during puberty depended on information and the understanding of people around

them - parents, teachers and other young people. Al people should be free to live
according to their nature. Information should therefore be given to parents,
teachers and others to give honosexuality a respectable place in society.

22. By adopting General Assenbly resolution 43794 entitled "Question of Youth" in
1a88, the Conmittee had substantially rationalized its work-load, by providing for
greater efficiency in nonitoring policies and programres affecting young people and
the pronotion of global awareness of youth issues. It was inportant to co-ordinate
yonth policies throughout the United Nations systemtoensure better inplementation
of guidelines. Since the stinulus given during the International Youth Year,
attention to the functioning of communication channels between the United Nations
system and young people and youth organi zations seemed to be decreasing and the
tinme had come for a thorough evaluation. The Geneva Informal Meeting, the main
channel of conmmunication, was being undernined by a |ack of commitment, decreasing
participation and an absence of concrete results. The _Youth Information Bulletin
was now issued only three tines ayear instead of quarterly and remained of poor
quality. He trusted that the inprovenents referred to in paragraph 68(c)of the

report (A/44/387) would be successful. There was scarcely any direct contact
between the United Nations and young people and between youth organizations at the
regional and national levels. Co-operation was beconming a nere fornality. It was

essential to use the existing consultative structures for non-governmental youth

organi zations in the United Nations system and the Centre for Social Devel opnent

and Humanitarian Affairs should give priority to developing the active involvenent
of those organizations.

24. Despite the recomendations in operative paragraph 14 of General Assenbly

v esolution 43794, the nunber of youth representatives in national delegations to
the General Assenbly and other relevant United Nations neetings or conferences
dealing With youth had not increased, He wondered why the Secretary-General had
not mentioned youth representatives in his report. The Centre for Social
bevelopment and Humanitarian Affairs should play a crucial role both in
inter-ayency co-operation and in the participation of youth and youth organizations
inthe inplenmentation of youthpolicies and programmes. Unfortunately, the
Centre's human and financial resources were decreasing and it was essential for the
Youth Fund to continue to be included in the United Nations Pledging Conference.
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24. Mg, _puLz (Czechoslovakia) said that he welcomed the results achieved by the
ilnited Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs in
encouragi ng international co-operation on crucial issues of social devel opnent
despite financial stringency. He was particularly pleased that that body was

enhancing the role of the Oganisation on natters of social policy and
devel opnent .

25. H's delegation was convinced of the need for the subm ssion of periodic
reports on the world social situation and supported the conclusions adopted, on the
basis of the report in docunent EsCN.5/1989/2, by the Centre and by the Econonic

and Social Council in resolution 1989/72. The report rightly stressed the changes
taking place in the world and the fact that the social consequences of such
persistent phenorena as poverty, famne, illiteracy, environmental deterioration,

drug abuse and the arnms race had an inpact that transcended national boundaries and
thesefore required a conprehensive apyroach to social problens within the context
of the requirenments of international peace and security.

26. An inportant part of the report dealt with the critical social situation in
Afvica and the international comunity must do nore to alleviate that situation.
The next report should deal nore extensively with the situation there.

27. Despite sonme progress, much still renmained to be done in inplenenting the
Declaration on Social Progress and Developnent, and international co-operation to
that effect nust be intensified. He agreed with the conclusions in the
Secretary-Ceneral's report on the inplenentation of the Declaration (A 44/116).

The Declaration still had an inportant role to play in the field of social

devel opnent, in which problens such as unenploynent, hunger, poverty and violations
of human rights and social justice were often beconing nore severe. He fully

supported Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/71 on the achievenent of
social justice.

28. In his own country the Declaration was given due attention. There were
successes in inplementing it, but also failures and those were being dealt with in
the context of econonic restructuring and democratisation. H's country's concept
of devel opnent was predicated on recognition of the interdependence of economc and
soci al devel opment and the need to ensure the active participation of all citizens
in economic life. H's country strove for social equality and justice, but without
a distorted and levelling concept of social guarantees that underm ned the
principle of proper reconpense for work done. The purpose of restructuring in his
country was to counteract negative social developnents and to harness unused
capacity in the social developrment field.

20. FEffective international co-operation in solving social problens was
necessary. Views and experience that could be used on local or international
levels nmust be exchanged and he commended in that connection the
Secretary-Ceneral's report in docunent A/44/86.

30. M_. RASTAM (Malaysia), referring to the 1989 Report on the Wrld Social
Situation (E/CN.5/1989/2), said that, %in the face of the current serious social and

| Best Copy Available
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econonic challenges, wider international co-operation was essential and the United
Nations should be given appropriate responsibility and resources. The report could
provide a sound basis for preparation of the International Devel opnent Strategy for
the Fourth United Nations Development Decade.

31. Hs delegation concurred with the views on the report expressed in the
statement by the Goup of 77 to the Economic and Social Council at its first
regular session in My 1989. H's delegation would like to see future reports
contain adequate and serious conclusions to the chapters, as well as a general
concl udi ng chapter summarizing the main points discussed in the report. A report
with brief and cursory conclusions, or no conclusions at all, would not help
Governments to formulate or nodify policies. Since the report appeared only every
four years, it mght also be useful if the Secretariat could prepare a brief
preliminary outline in the intervening period.

32. Hs delegation was concerned about the statenent on page 25 of the report that
"Excess dietary fat results from the over-consunption of animal sources of protein,
such as beef and pork, of saturated fat from such edible oils as palm oil,

pal mkernel oil and coconut oil and of dairy products"” which, taken with the
preceding sentence, gave the unfortunate inpression that the three edible oils

singled out were anong the major causes of certain illnesses. Milaysia was a ngjor
producer of palm oil and palmkernel oil and a nunber of other devel oping countries
produced coconut oil as well. Over the past few years, several canpaigns had been

launched in devel oped countries to discredit palm oil products as a najor health
hazard. There was no scientific evidence to support those allegations and
scientists from his country had found clear scientific evidence to refute them and
to prove the nutritional value of palm oil. Hs delegation therefore expressed its
vegret and dismay at the sweeping and unfounded statement in the report, which only
further discredited palm oil and pal mkernel oil.

33, In connection with the Declaration on Social Progress and Devel opnent, his
delegation agreed with the Secretary-Ceneral's comment in document
A 44/ 116-E/1989/15 that a number of nmain objectives had still not been universally

realized, and urged that efforts should be made to inplement them within the
framework Of the International Devel opment Strategy for the Fourth United Nations
Development Decade.

74. Hs delegation noted with interest the report in docunent A/ 44/86. Ml aysia
had achieved considerable progress in social and econom c devel opnent over the past
two decades, Which had helped to raise the standard of living of the people and
improve their quality of life.

i%. tm the question ofyouth, his delegation agreed with the reconmendations in
the Secretary-Ceneral's report in docunment A/44/387 and with the concern expressed
regarding the growing vulnerability of young people to the drug problem It noted
in particular the proposal on the urgent need to explore new and inproved ways of
monitoring and reporting on progress with the guidelines for further planning and
follow-up in the field of youth. Bearing in mnd the inportance of adequate
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response from Governments, his delegation was willing to work with others in

consi dering any other approaches which could provide a satisfactory solution to the
problem on the basis of the Secretary-General's proposal.

36. Young people represented a country's major source of energy and vitality and
their contribution to nation-building was essential for national devel opnent,
particularly in developing countries. The proper channelling of their energy and
talent could help to prevent idleness and frustration and steer them away from
degrading activities such as drug abuse and crime. The Malaysian Governnent had
provided anple incentive for young people to participate in the devel opment process.

37. The predicanment of physically or nentally disabled people, whose nunbers were
increasing, was particularly grave in the developing countries. H's delegation
noted with concern the Secretary-Ceneral's comrent in his report (A 44/406) on the
slow progress nade during the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons and the
lack of commtnment by Menber States. H s delegation was seriously studying the
Secretary-Ceneral's appeal to Governnments to contribute or increase their
contributions to the Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. Hs
Government continued to provide welfare facilities for disabled persons and to
encourage participation by the public in promting and providing new services and
facilities. Disabled persons were given financial assistance and vocational
training and encouraged to undertake self-enploynent.

38. He noted in the report on aging (A 44/420) that there would be 1 billion
elderly people by the year 2025, nore than 70 per cent of them in the devel oping
countries. Malaysia endorsed the Secretary-Ceneral's conviction that collective
international efforts should be pursued towards the goals of the International Plan
of Action on Aging. H's delegation welconed the recommendations of the second
review and appraisal by the Comm ssion for Social Developnent at its thirty-first
session and subscribed to the ideals of providing and facilitating good, secure and
affordable care for the aging. In view of the relatively long life span after
retirement, progranmes were being undertaken in Ml aysia under the auspices of the
Mnistry of Wlfare Services in the areas of welfare, health, housing, training and
financial security. In that connection he referred to the seminar on popul ation
aging, held at Kuala Lunpur in July 1989.

39. In connection with the Secretary-General's report on Fanilies in the

Devel opnent  Process (A/44/407), his delegation supported the recommendation that
the year 1994 should be proclainmed International Fanmily Year, as well as the other
main recommendations. The family structure in Mlaysia was gradually changing as a
result of nodernization and devel opnent and it was inportant for the famly to be
recognized as a unit and a factor in enhancing social progress.

40. M__LIU Xinsheng (China) said that, despite the recent political detente
between the East and the Wst, the economic gap between the North and the South was
wi dening. The stagnant or declining economes of nost of the devel oping countries
had had serious social consequences, such as lower per capita income and
educational levels and soaring unemployment and poverty. \Wile the "1989 Report on
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the Wrld Social Situation" provided detailed and extremely useful information on
the world social situation, China hoped that the relevant organs of the United
Nations would in the future devote even nore attention to the social devel opment of
the developing countries, so that the next report on the world social situation
might not only present further in-depth studies on the causes of the deterioration
of the social situation in developing countries, but also put forward concrete
proposals for its inprovenent and point to effective ways for pronoting social

devel opment throughout the world.

41. The Secretary-Ceneral's report, entitled "Second review and appraisal of the
inplementation of the International Plan of Action on Aging" and the conclusions
drawmn at the thirty-first session of the Commssion for Social Devel opnent
indicated that the Plan of Action was still of inmportance in guiding international
elforts in favour of the elderly. China also endorsed annexes | and Il of Econonic
and Social Council resolution 1989s/50. Owing to active pronotion by the Chinese
Goverument and the Chinese Conmi ssion on Aging, considerable headway had been nade
in China in furthering th~ cause of the elderly. A "Day for the Aging" had been
designated in many provinces and municipalities, and nany |ocal governnents had
promul gated by-laws to protect the rights of the aging. The Chinese Governnent

al so attached great inportance to creating the conditions in which old people could
continue to participate in the devel opnent process.

42.  China supported the recommendation nade at the spring session of the Econonic
and Social Council to convene an expert meeting in 1989 in order further to pronote
ongoing work concerning disabled persons. It was convinced that, working together,
the various countries and the international community as a whole would be able to
overcome a nultitude of difficulties. The Chinese Governnent had always attached
great inportance to the work of disabled persons, In 1988, the National
Association of D sabled Persons of China had adopted a five-year work programre for
di sabl ed persons, based on the United Nations Wrld Programme of Action concerning
Di sabled Persons. Since the beginning of the year, various provinces had
fornulated their own programmes in accordance with the national work programe.
China was confident that greater socio-economc devel opment would providn nore
opportunities for disabled persons to participate in social life on an equal
footing and woul d enabl e disabled persons to enjoy all the rights in a real sense.

43. crime had become a serious social problem in many countries and posed a great
threat to their socio-econonc devel oprent. In recent years, the relevant United
Nations organs had achieved good results in helping countries to inprove their
1egal systems and their strategies for prevention and control of crimes, as well as
in strengthening co-operation anong countries in that regard. China placed crine
prevention in the context of its overall strategy for national developnent, and it
advocated fruitful international co-operation in that inportant field. The Chinese
tiovernment attached great inportance to the preparations for the Ei ghth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatnent of Ofenders, to be
held in Havana in 1990. It had sent a delegation to the Asia and the Pacific
Regional Preparatory Meeting held at Bangkok in April 1989, where it had
participated in the discussion of five substantive itens, and it w shed to work
with other countries to contribute to the success of the Eighth Congress.

AR
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44.  Ms. MERCHANT (Norway), speaking on behalf of the Nordic countries, said that
the report rightly stressed the strong |ink between econonic and social devel opnent
in both the national and the international context. The Nordic countries had on
several occasions underlined the inportance of taking social policy factors into
consi deration when defining devel opment ams in order to naintain the proper

bal ance between economic incentives and fair social distribution, thus contributing
to sustainable developnment. Paradoxically, however, high material standards of
living could also coexist wth increasing social problens. It was therefore vital
that not only national authorities but also intergovernmental organizations should
i mpl ement t .« relevant reconmendations and decisions fornulated in the United

Nati ons  system.

45, In regard to that system, for the various organs to be able to fulfil their
mandatedtasks, the division of responsibilities should be clear, and resources
should be distributed according to the priorities set. If they wshed to accord

higher priority to social questions, it was inperative that the Centre for Social
Devel opnent and Humanitarian Affairs should be adequately staffed.

46. In the opinion of the Nordic countries, "The Qiding Principles for

Devel opnental Social Wlfare Policies and Progranmes in the Near Future" were a
source of inspiration and provided the appropriate franework for future-o:iented
action in the field of social welfare and devel opnent. However, paragraphs 95 and
96, especially, should be inplenented. The great inprovement in the work of the
Commi ssion for Social Developnent in recent years also gave hope for the future.

47. Unfortunately, the Wrld Programme of Action concerning D sabled Persons and
the main goals for the United Nations Decade of D sabled Persons were still far
from being inplemented. It was encouraging to note, however, that some progress
had been made in inproving the accessibility of United Nations prem ses to disabled
persons, as well as the enploynment possibilities of disabled persons in the United
Nations organizations. Nevertheless, new guidelines and strategies for further
work in favour of disabled persons were needed. To that end, it would be necessary
to evaluate the results of the United Nations Decade of D sabled Persons, and they
urged Menber States, acting in consultation with the organizations of disabled
persons, to subnit advance conments to the Secretary General by 28 February 1990,
as requested, for inclusion in the background docunent to be discussed both at the
neeting cf experts in Helsinki in May 1990 and at the forty-fifth session of the
CGeneral Assenbly. The Nordic countries also reiterated their support for an
international canmpaign to increase the general know edge of the Decade and the
Programme of Action.

48. It was encouraging to see that a European regional platform for the discussion
of social policies was re-emerging. In the light of the economc constraints on
the tinited Nations Centre for Social Developnent and Humanitarian Affairs as well
as on regional intergovernmental co-operation, the Nordic countries w shed to
suggest that the Economic Comnmission for Europe again look into the possibilities
ol developing its activities in the social field. They were prepared to work with
the Commission in furthering regional activities on social welfare and policy
development.
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44, The Nordic countries had earlier requested that the inportance of problens
related to the use of alcohol should be duly reflected in the programre and budget
proposals put forward by the Secretary-General. Meanwhile, she was pleased to
report that planning was going ahead on the United Nations expert neeting on the
ueqative social consequences of alcohol use, to be hosted by the Norwegian
Governnent in 1990. Norway was also looking forward to participating i? the
implenentation of the Council resolution.

50. Reporting on the national experience in pronmoting the co-operative novenent
had becoxe rather stale. The time had come to define possible new roles and
organizational nodels for joint efforts. A new approach might be found for future
di scussions of the co-operative novement by linking it with the discussion and
impl enentation of the @iding Principles instead of linmting it to traditional
reporting on consuner and production co-operatives.

51. The continuing deterioration of the environment posed a threat to social

devel opment and, eventually, to the very basis of life on earth. The Nordic
countries therefore appreciated the strong noves within the Uinited Nations system
and nationally to integrate environmental considerations in all relevant areas and
to intensify interrational co-operation on the environnent.

52.  Mss BACHTOBII (Tunisia) said that on the eve of the twentieth anniversary of
the Declaration on Social Progress and Developnent, it was inportant to note that,
as the Declaration enphasized, social progress depended on the realisation of
certain priority objectives, such as the elimnation of poverty, hunger and
illiteracy, the assurance of full enployment, the provision of social welfare
services and the protection of the environment. In that respect, the world
econonic crisis continued to have disastrous repercussions on the social situation
of developing countries. The stagnation of government aid, the heavy debt and
debt-servicing burden and the structural adjustment policies all had a negative
impact on social programmes. For that reason, the new International Devel opnent
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Devel opnent Decade should give priority to
devel oping human resources, pronoting education and health, and ensuring food and
job security. Tunisia believed that the guidelines established within tile
{ramework of the Interregional Consultation on Developrmental Social Wlfare
Policies and Programmes should be an integral part of that Strategy, and it
applauded the initiative of the Secretary-CGeneral to increase technical assistance
to developing countries in carrying out their social programres. The North-South
dialogue needed to be reactivated with a view to lessening inequalities between the
developed and the devel oping countries. In the long run, international peace and
security depended on increased co-operation and dial ogue concerning social and
econoni ¢ psoblems.

53. Tunisian policies with respect to youth were aimed at integrating young people
into the work-force. However, while the problens of youth were the primary
responsibility of their Covernnents, the interdependence of the world economy nade
financial and technical co-operation anong countries necessary. In that spirit,

fann
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Tunisia wished to reaffirm the inportance of the United Nations Programme of Action
for African Econom ¢ Recovery and Devel opnent 1986-1990.

54, In connection with the situation of disabled persons, Tunisia wshed to
emphasize the need for the exchange of experiential data anong countries within the
framework of the inplementation of the Wrld Programme of Action concerning

D sabled Persons, as well as to encourage contributions by States to the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, so that it could meetthe
financial requests of the developing countries in that area. Tunisia's global
approach to the social pronotion of disabled persons had included such recent
measures @S the institution of a higher council for the disabled, which was charged
with advising on the prevention and detection of handicaps and w th proposing
progranmmes and measures for ensuring the health protection and social integration
ol disabled persons. Its 1989 budget contained provisions for the construction of
a new centre for the blind and for the organization of three pilot professional
training centres for disabled persons. Also, a law had recently been promul gated
requiring public and private businesses to hire disabled persons. Lastly, in
February 1988, Tunisia had ratified the Convention concerning Vocational
Rehabilitation and Enployment (Disabled Persons), adopted by thelnternational
Labour  Conference.

55 . Mr.CHRYSANTHOPOULOS (Greece) said that, with respect to the co-operative
novenment, many co-operatives had been established in Geece, mainly in the
agricultural sector. Wth regard to the national experience in achieving
Ear-reaching social and economc changes for the purpose of social progress, he
noted that while the report of the Secretary-Genexal on that subject provided
useful information, the nunber of countries answering the questionnaire renained
low. Geece believed that allowing longer intervals between questionnaires would
enable nore countries to participate, which would in turn permt a more
conprehensive analysis. Geece was fully conscious of the problens caused by
changes in the world social situation, such as urbanixation, industrialization and
m gration, and was accelerating Soci 0-econom ¢ devel opnent through educati on,

training and social welfare programes. It had also devel oped programes for
assisting rural populations and all other vulnerable groups, which were ainmed at
incorporating those groups into the mainstream of economic and social life.

56. H's delegation attached great inportance to the question of aging, since the
aging popul ation of Geece was growing steadily. The Geek Government was working
to devel op nethods to provide proper social welfare for the elderly, to integrate

theminto social life and provide support for them and their fanmilies, end to
ancourage their self-reliance.

%7. Geece agreed with the proposal that 1994 be proclained "International Famly
Year”. Because the success of an international famly year greatly depended on
conprehensive preparations, he called on national commitees, regi onal commissions,
specialized agencies and non-governmental organisations to provide the pertinent
information to help the Secretary-CGeneral in preparing for the Year, Geece also
aqreed With the proposal of the Secretary-General that the Conmmission for Social
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Development should serve as the preparatory body for the international year and
that the Commission on the Status of Women should contribute in the preparatory
work,

58. In Greece, family law had been updated to contain provisions regulating
guestions concerning, intex alia, marriage, divorce, the upbringing of childron,
parental care, property relations between spouses and provisions for sharing family
responsibilities, However, an international family year should address the needs
of all families in all parts of the world, taking into the account the different
social, economic, cultural and political systems. Greece believed that the
recommendations contained in tho report of the Secretary-General could form the
basis for an international plan of action. In that connection, it also wished to
suggest that the problems of the rural family should be included among those issues
and to emphasize the importance of the participation of non-govornmontal
organizations in the international year.

59. He wished to make some brief comments on a letter dated 8 August 1989 from the
Chargé d'affaires a.i. of Albania (A/44/448). That letter, in its annex,
transmitted an official announcement on the general census of the population of
Albania carried out in April 1989. It stated that out of the population of
non-Albanian nationality of that country, 58,758 inhabitants were of Greek
nationality. His Government could not accept that figure in so far as it purported
to refer to inhabitants of Albania of Greek ethnic origin of tho Eastern Orthodox
denomination, There were a number of genuine sources of information on the matter,
spanning the last 60 years, to which he could refer. An Albanian report by a high

registered 178,349. or approximately one fifth of the total population of Albania
as belonging to the Eastern Orthodox faith. At another census carried out in 1941
by Italian authorities, the Orthodox population was found to be approximately
216,000. More recently, according to a publication of the Federal Statistical
Bureau of the Federal Republic of Germany, under the title Albanien 1987, 200,000
persons of the Greek Orthodox faith were living in Albania. Other reliable sources
brought the figure to an even higher level, Grocce and Albania had attained a moat
appreciable record of progress in their overall bilateral relations, which,

inter _alia, had a bearing on the social and economic welfare of the Greek minority
living in Albania, The remarks he had just formulated should be taken as a sincerc
and positive contribution toward placing in its true context the perspective of a
continuing social progress of that minority.

60. Mrg. SKOWRON-OLSZOWSKA (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization), addressing agenda item 93, said that the improved international
situation provided a unique opportunity to channel fresh resources to narrow and
gradually close the unacceptable gap between rich and poor countries. The widening
gap between the developing and industrialized countries, the deterioration in the
terms of trade, unemployment, the debt burden and other problems required a
commitment on the part of everyone, especially young people, to promote peace among
nations, shared development between rich and poor States through the elimination of
inequalities. progress in the field of human rights, and greater environmental
protection.

/e
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61, The youth population of the world, which was expected to increase to 1 billion
by 1991, was an essential human resource, eager to contribute to the development of
society. However, young people were affected more than any other group by high
rates of unemployment, inequalities within and among nations and even war, That
situation and inadequate learning systems made youth economically vulnerable and
socially insecure, leading some young people into self-destructive behaviour
patterns such as delinquency, drug abuse and suicide,

62, Although policy makers fully acknowledged the role of young people as the key
to future progress and human resources development, there was a need to rethink
youth policies and develop innovative programmes by mobilizing the creative
potential of young people through co-ordinated action at the international,
national and local levels. UNESCO accorded high priority to youth issues in ITS
third mediun-term plan (1990-1995). Its actions in that area were designed tO
enhance the status of young people in society and mobilize them in the national
development process, As a new theme in the UNESCO programme, youth issues received
particular attention in all major programme areas.

63. In the field of education, young paople were the principal target for literacy
teaching and employment training, The prevention of drug abuse and AIDS, and the
promotion of sports were the subjects of specific youth-oriented actions. In the
field of science, steps had been taken to promove scientific and technological
knowledge and environmental awareness. Young people were encouraged to play a
greater role in the cultural life of society and the development of a critical
appreciation of the media,

64. Research into the marginalization of young people was a major activity in the
social and human sciences programme of UNESCO and aimed at identifying the factors
favouring fuller participation by young people in the life of society, Interested
Member States could obtain UNESCO assistance in the formulation of national youch
policies to facilitate the participation of young people in the development
process. UNESCO also promoted voluntary service by young people and maintained
close ties with youth organisations to assist young people in implementing projects
that they initiated. Special steps were being taken to strengthen inter-cultural
youth exchange programmes to foster peace and international understanding through
direct knowledge of other cultures.

65, A special mobilising project on youth sought to establish an international
information service to improve the understanding of youth issues and enhance the
capacity of networks of youth institutions and research centres te¢ exchange
information on relevant questions and develop innovative responses, Those
initiatives should help design innovative policies and programmes for solving the
problems of youth, The mobilising project represented one of the strongest
commitments by UNESCO to greater participation by youth in the building of a better
world, Lastly, she drew attention to the report by the Director-General on the
contribution by UNESCO to the promotion of international co-operation with regard
to young people (25 ¢/18), which provided a more detailed account of the activities
undertaken for the benefit of younq people during the 1988-1989 biennium,

loll
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AGENDA ITEK89: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE SECOND DECADE TO
COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (¢continued)(A/C.3/44/L.6)

Drafy reselution A/C.3/44/k.0

66. Mr3. ARUNGU-CLENDE ( Kenya), introducing the draft: resolution on behalf of the
Group of African States, said that, having considered the various reports of the
Secretary-General submitted within the framework of the implementation of the
Programme of Action for the Second Decade, the Group was convinced that there was
still a need to take more effective and sustainnd measures for the elimination of
all forms of raciam and racial discrimination. The draft resolution, inter alia,
appealed to all Governments and to international and non-governmental organisations
to increase and intensify their activities to combat racism, racial discrimination
and apartheids and affirmed once again the need for the implementation of the plan
of activities proposed for the period 1990-1993 contained in the annex to General
Assembly resolution 42/47. It was hoped that the draft resolution would be adopted
by consensus.

67. The CHAIRMAN said that. action on the draft resolution would he taken at a
later stage of the Committee's work.

AGENDA ITEM 100¢ ELIMXNATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACTAL DISCRIMINATION (¢ountinved)
(A7C.3/44/L.7 and L. 11)

Draft rosolution A/C,3/44/L.7

68. Mrs, NIKOLIC (Yugoslavia) . introducing on behalf of the sponsors draft
resolution AsC,3/44/L.7 on the report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, said that the main aim of tho draft resolution was to help overcome
the financial problems facing CERD caused by the continuing lack of funds to cover
tho expenses of the members of that Committee, The draft renolution expressed
profound concern at the fact that, a number of States parties to the Convention had
still not fulfilled their financial obligations, which had led to the cancellation
of the February/March 1909 session. The debate in the Third Committee had shown
the contixxuing concern of many delegations at the financial situation of CERD.
Accordingly, paragraph 7 of the draft resolution strongly appealed to all States
parties, especially those in arrears, to fulfil their financial obligations so as
to enable the Committee to meet regularly. Paragraph 8 invited tho
Secretary-General to do everything possible to ensure that funds were available to

moot all the costs of the Committee’s meetings in 1990.

69. If CERD was unable to carry out its important work because of a lack of
financial resources, a lasting solution must be found in co-operation with the
Secretariat. Accordingly, paragraph 10 invited th : Sec retary-General to rspor t to
the States parties on all legal and administrative measures that could be taken to
guarantee the regular functioning of the Committee. That would represent a good
basis for constructive dialogue among States parties at their next meeting,
Lastly, it was hoped that the draft resolution would be adopted by consensus.
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Draft resolution A/C.3/44/L.11

70. Ma. HUNDAHUNDA (Zambia), introducing draft resolution A/C.3/44/L. 11 on the
status of the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid said that the following countries had j oi ned the sponsors of the
draft resolutionl Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana,
the German Democratic Republic, India, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Mongolia,
Nicaragua, the Sudan, Uganda, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and Viet
Nam, Universal accession to the Convention and its implementation would make an
important contribution to the struggle against apartheid. The draft resolution
sought to ensure that those States that had not yet done so ratified or acceded to
the Convention without further delay, in particular those States that had
jurisdiction over transnational corporations operating in South Africa and Namibia
and without whose co-operation such operations could not be halted, It was hoped
that the draft resolution would be widely supported by the Committee,

71. The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee would take action on the draft
resolutions at a later stage in its work,

AGENDA ITEM 1051 IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES
TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDCPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS
(contipued) (A/C.3/44/L.8, L.9and L.10)

Draft resolution A/C.3/44/L.8

72, Mrs. ARUNGU-OLENDE (Kenya), introducing the draft resolution on the item on
behalf of the Group of African States, said that it took into consideration the
ongoing process in Namibia in accordance with Security Council resolution

435 (1978) . The Group took into consideration the fluid situation in Namibia,
bearing in mind the fact that the draft resolution might have to be changed before
final adoption in plenary, Paragraph 16 had been reworded to read “Commends the
mass democratic movement in South Africa for the tremendous advances scored during
the recent campaign of defiance of unjust apartheid laws in the ongoing struggle
against apartheid:; " . The draft resolution urged all States and others to do their
utmost to ensure the full implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

Draft resolution A/C.3/44/L.9

73, Ms, 2EB (Pakistan), introducing on behalf of the sponsors draft resolution
A/C, 3/44/L, 9 on the universal realisation of the right of peoples to
self-determination, said that lraqg had joined the sponsors, The draft resolution,
which was virtually identical to General Assembly resolution 437105, took into
uccount cases in which peoples had been denied their right to self-determination by
foroign military intervention, aggression and occupation and called upon those
States responsible to cease immediately all such activities. It was sincerely

hoped that, as in the past, the draft resolution would be adopted by the Committee
and in plenary without a vote.

/000
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74, Mias RIQP (Senegal) said that her delegation wished to become a apsnaor of
draft resolution A/C.3/44/L.9,

Draft resolution A/C.3/44/5.,10

75, Ms. _GARUBA (Nigeria), introducing on behalf of the aponsors of draft
resolution A/C.3/44/L.10 on the uae of mercenaries as a means to violate human
rights and to impede the exercise of the right of people to self-determination,
said that Afghanistan, Benin, the Congo, Mali, Mexico, the Sudan and viet Nam had
joined the sponsors. Mercenary activities were no longer peculiar to any
particular region of the world. Mercenarism had become an iaternational phenomenon
and had assumed even more frightening aspects. The draft resolution expressed
alarm at the emergence of new international criminal activities of mercenaries, in
collusion with drug traffickers, The sponsors wore shocked at the high level of
involvement in drug trafficking and the attempts to destabilize democratically
elected Governments.

76, Aside from the referance to drug traffickers, the draft resolution was very
similar to the one adopted at tne previous session of the General Assembly. The
Third Committee had the responsibility for questions relating to human rights and
solf-dotermination, When the Sixth Committea had adopted a legal instrument on
mercenary activities, the Third Committee would continue its work aimed at
protecting the rights of the victims of such activities. |t was hoped that all
delegations would support the draft resolution in order to put an end to that
nefarious phenomenon,

77, The. GHAIRMAN said that action on the dra“t resolutions would be tnkon at a
later stage of thn Committee’s work.

The. meaeting xose. at 6.20 p.m.



