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AGENDA ITEM 91; TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PROCLAUTION  OF THE DECLARATION ON
SOCIAL PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT (m) (A/44/116-E/1989/15  a n d  Corr.1  a n d
Add.1)

AGENDA ITEM 92: NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONOMSC
CH,A.NGES  FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS (~9-j (A/44/79-E/1989/8r
A / 4 4 / 8 5 - E / 1 9 8 9 / 1 4 ,  A / 4 4 / 4 4 8 ,  A / 4 4 / 4 9 9 )

AGENDA ITEM 93: POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES INVOLVING YOUTH (EQaf;uj (A/44/387)

AGENDA ITEM 97; INTERREGIONAL CONSULTAAION  ON DEVELOPMENTAL SOCIAL WELFARE
POLICIES Ak?D PROGRAMMES (Q.-j (A/44.f206-E/1989i69  and Corr.1 and Add.1)

AGENDA ITEM 991 QUESTION OF AGING (wtin&jj  (A/44/3, A/44/420 and Add.1)

AGENDA ITEM 1018 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROCRAME  Oti ACTION CONCERNING
DISABLED PERSONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS (G-j
(A.1441406 and Rev.1)

AGENDA ITEM 162: CRIME PPvm .?TION  AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE (continurb, j (A/44/400)

AGENDA ITEM 113 t F.'&fILIES IN THE DEVELOPHENT  PROCESS (m ) (A/44/407)

1. Mrs.  J.Q@& (Nepal) praised  the important work of the Centre for Social
Development  nnd Humanitar ian Affairs  of  the  United Nat ion8 O f f i c e  at  Vienna
r e l a t i n g  t o  y o u t h , Her delegat ion hoped that  the  s tudy co be  conducted by the
Cen t re  on  the  s i t ua t i on  and  need8  o f  marg ina l  you th  i n  aelected l e a s t  d e v e l o p e d
c o u n t r i e s  w o u l d  h e l p  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  f o r m u l a t e  e f f e c t i v e  n e w  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d
thereby accelerate ongoing programmes to involve youth in development and peace
a c t i v i t i e s .

3 The Bei j ing  Statement , adopted at  the  October  1988 Interregional  Consul tat ive
keting  on Integrated Planning of Youth Policies , S t ra t eg i e s  and  Progr(LL~~~es,
emphaaiaed the  importance of  organiaing interregional  exchanges  on youth idsuea and
es tab l i sh ing  and  s t r eng then ing  you th - re l a t ed  bod ie s  and  organ i sa t i on s . Her
delegat ion bel ieved that  the  Seminar  on the  Prevent ion and Treatment  of  Juveni le
Delinquency through Community Participation woulcl help Member States to avoid the
need for correct ive  act ion through the proper treatment of  juveni le  del inquents ,
The United Nat ions  Youth Fund also  played a  v i ta l  role  in providing seed money for
y o u t h  a c t i v i t i e s . Her delegat ion endorred the  report  o f  the  Secretary-General
contained in document A/44/387.

3. N e p a l ’ s  c o n c e r n  for  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  y o u t h  w a s  a m p l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s
s u c c e s s i v e  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s . The Youth Servfceu Co-ordinating Committee
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(Mrs. Joshi, Nepal)

was one of the major institutions in Nepal involved in the area of youth
development, and its task was to co-ordinate the activities of the youth movement
in the non-governmental organixation sector. Moreover, the Nepal Youth
Organization operated within the framework of national policy and, among other
activities, fought to eradicate drugs and conducted literacy campaigns through its
decentralised network, spread over the country's 75 administrative districts.
Another prominent institution in the field was the National Development Services
Programme, which encouraged graduates of Tribhuvan University to participate in
national development efforts at the'grass-roots level. The National Sports Council
had also helped motivate Nepalese youth to participate in the development process.

4. Her delegation wished to express its appreciation for the help and support
provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in
order to safeguard Nepalese youth from the ill effects of drug abuse and other
problems, and to involve them in constructive activities for the nation. Nepal was
making every effort to implement the guidelines within the context of the
objectives and strategy of the International Youth Year, and trusted that the
relevant United Nations agencies would continue to support its programmes related
to youtb. activities.

5. Mr. GANGS0 (Norway) said that youth involvement in the political
decision-making process was important. To that end, children and young persons
must be taught democratic methods and techniques as early as possible. That goal
could best be achieved by allowing young people to take an active part in
organisational work - in organizations  governed by youth. Norwegian youth believed
that it was important for young people to have the freedom to organize and that the
right to fight for their beliefs should be recognised, regardless of State policy
or military alliances, even if their views were not in line with those of the
politicians currently in office, Unfortunately, that right was threatened in many
countries.

6. For many years, the Norwegian delegation had included two youth
representatives. He, as one such representative, appreciated the opportunity to
participate in the General Assembly. Similarly, it was to be hoped that more
countries from all regions would include youth representatives in the delegations
they sent to the General Assembly and other important forums.

7, Feeling useful, so fundamental for self-respect, was another aspect of such
participation. Millions of young people who were currently unemployed or lacked
educational opportunities felt that society did not need them, even though they
were told that they represented the future. Both politicians and young people must
remember that unemployment was a waste of valuable human resources and that
investment in education was an investment in the future.

8, It was often said that young people from the wealthy areas of the world were
lucky to have grown up in a society rich in material goods. However, young people
felt that in the search for economic growth, the environment had often been harmed,
and that the time had come to deal with the problem. The environment and
development were two closely interrelated questions which would have to be dealt

/ l . .

Jules
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(MrlGenaad,)

w i t h  u r g e n t l y  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l , regional  and international l eve l s  and,  of  courser
within  the  United Nat ions  system. Pol lut ion  knew no boundaries ,  nor  did  i t  apply
for  a n y  v i s a s  t o  t r a v e l  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s . The tragic  incident  at  Chernobyl  was
an example of that.

9. Young people had shown that they could be effective in creating awareness and
communicating concern over environmental and development issueu,  especially among
p o l i t i c i a n s . In May 1990, the World Commission on Environment and Development
would hold a regional conference at Bergen, Norway. Moreover, y o u t h  organisations
in Norway were organising  a conference for youth organisations of the member
countries of the Economic Commission for Europe, in which young people from Eastern
and Western Europe, the United States and Canada would participate.

10. Another  quest ion which affected the  young generat ion in  part icular  was  the
AIDS pandemic. NorwegJan  youth did  not  bel ieve  that  the  problem could  be  solved by
i s o l a t i n g  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e , but  rather  by focusing on information and
educat ion. It  was  a lso  important  to  take care of  the  v ict ims and to  remember that
persona providing care in  a  proper and aecura manner did not  r i sk becoming
in fec t ed . Another important way of controlling the diaeaae  was to combat drug
abuse, which,  unfortunately ,  had i t s  h ighest  incidence among youth. Drug abuse and
t ra f f i ck ing  endangored  the  sovere ign ty  and  s ecur i t y  o f  S ta t e s ,  and  i t  was  impor tan t
for  you th  to  par t i c ipa t e , a t  b o t h  the n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  i n  t h e
s t r u g g l e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e m . I t  m u s t  b e  borne  in  m ind  tha t  the  produc t ion ,  i l l i c i t
t ra f f i ck ing  and  consumpt ion  o f  d r u g s  w e r e  c l o s e l y  i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  a n d  the&t  w i t h o u t
demand, there  would  be  no supply  e i ther .

1.1, MJL~KAN-P&~ (Bahamas )  s a id  tha t  her  d e l e g a t i o n  wae concerned  tha t  t he
v a l u a b l e  w o r k  o f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ion s  i n  the  soc i a l  f i e ld  was  no t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e
nacessary  suppor t , and that the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs w a s  f a c i n g  s e r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s . I t  w o u l d  b e  r e g r e t t a b l e  i f  t h e
internat ional  community  lost  the  opportuni ty  to  bui ld  on the  achievements  of  the
United Nat ions  Decade of  Disabled Persons  and improve the  qual i ty  of  l i fe  and
oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  phys i ca l l y  d i s ab l ed  per sons . However, d e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,
work  was  con t inu ing ,  par t i cu l a r l y  i n  the  a rea s  o f  r eg iona l  and  in t e rna t iona l
co-.operation  and  pub l i c  i n format ion . Inter-agency co-operat ion was  a lso  important ,
s i n c e  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  c o u l d  r e l i e v e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

12. Her Government  bel ieved that  there  was  no subst i tute  for nat ional  act ion,  and
was  ful ly  committed to  the  disabled. It  was  now considering the Secretary-General ’ s
recommendation  tha t  na t i ona l  d i s ab i l i t y  commi t t ee s  shou ld  be  e s t ab l i shed  or
strengthened,  and concurred with  the  v iew that  such committees  could be  v i ta l  not
only to the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled
Persons, b u t  a l s o  t o  t he  conso l ida t i on  and  ma in tenance  o f  t he  Decade ’ s  ga in s  a f t e r
1092 1 Mar Government  a lso  gave pr ior i ty  to  support ing and s trengthening
non-.governmental  o rqan i za t i on s ;  i n  her  coun t ry , the work of such organizations  was
c lo se l y  l i nked  to  the  na t i ona l  co -ord ina t ing  mechan i sm .

/...

Jules
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13. The Bahamas Council for the Handicapped was the umbrella organiration  for more
than  20 organ i sa t ions  for  t he  d i s ab l ed .  One o f  its pr ior i t i e s ,  which  wan be ing
conaidared  b y  Cd Qovernment, was the  establ i shment  of  a nat ional  bureau for the
disabled w1F.h  f r: the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Community Affairr,  The Council
a l so  intrn&L tn recommend to  the Qovernment  the adoption o f  legis lat ion on the
question of th;* disabled. The United Nations had always emphasised the
p a r t i c i p a t i o n -f var iou s  soc i a l  g roups  i n  the i r  own  affairr,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  at  the
decis ion-making ~ovsl, and follobhg that approach, a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  organ i sa t ions
f o r  the  dirabled  in  her  country  were managed by disabled potsons Her Government
advocated a broad national policy which emphasised dialogue with the disabled, the
formulat ion o f  strategies to meet their  needs, and  increa sed  pub l i c  awarenes s .  A8
p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s , a Physically Disabled Week was held
every  year  in  her  country.

14, Desp i t e  the  f i nanc ia l  and  o ther  d i f f i cu l t i e s  wh ich  were  imped ing  Un i t ed
N a t i o n s  e f f o r t s  t o  improvs t h e  situation  o f  y o u t h , i t  was encouraging to note  that
important activities had born undertaken in that area and that others were
planned, A m o n g  those  regarded as  s ignif icant  by her  delegat ion were  the technical
publication on youth and AIDS, planned for  1990, and the discussion on the
i n t egra t i on  of  y o u n g  people i n t o  s o c i e t y , t o  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  t h e  1 9 9 1  se s s ion  o f  the
Commiss ion f o r  Socia l  Development ,

15. Governments  must  also  g ive  pr ior i ty  to  youth development  and the  integrat ion
o f  young people  into the  development  process . T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  her  coun t ry ’ s
populat ion consisted of  youth under  the  age o f  30, and her Government’ 8 investment
I n  y o u t h  r e f l e c t e d  i t s  a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t he  coun t ry ’ s  mos t  Erecious
resource. Educa t ion  was t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  n a t i o n a l
development, but a good education became meaningless without employment
opportunities. Accordingly, her Government was giving priority to employment
a c t i v i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  a t t r a c t i n g  v e n t u r e  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
industries  which required a  wide range o f  ski l l s . Such measurea  were designed to
alleviate the problems of unemployment and underemployment among youth, T h e  i s s u e
of employment would be a priority item on the agenda of the Commonwealth Regions1
Youth Conference to be held in her country on 24 and 25 October 1959.

16. T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  among y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h e i r
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  p r e p a r e d  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g .  H e r
d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l e a s e d ,  t h e r e f o r e . that  the  youth branches  of her
country’s  two major  pol i t ical  part ies  had sponsored the  Seventh Annual  Assembly  of
the Caribbean Youth Conference, held at Nassau, in August 1989. Her country  also
promoted sports as a medium for fostering understanding among youth, and 1909 had
been a  histo.ic year  in  that  regard. In July, the first Bahamas Games had been
he ld ,  a  na t i ona l  spor t ing  even t  i n  wh ich  a th l e t e s  f rom 17  ialsnds in  the  Bahamas
arch ipe lago  had  par t i c ipa ted .

17. T h e  e f for t s  o f  societies to  i n s t i l  i n  you th  the  va lue s  and  norms  wh ich  w o u l d
impel  them to  part ic ipate  in  the  development .  process were undermined by negatilre
in f luence s , such as  drug abuse, w h i c h  i n e v i t a b l y  l e d  t o  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  t h e

/ . . .
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criminal  jurtice system. The high percentage of  youth in  pr ison at tested to  the
destructive effects of drugs and crime on youth, and to  the  importance of  keeping
those  problem8 under  constant  review,

18. Mr.  RG%E&  (Ph i l i pp ine s )  aa19 t h a t  h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  s h a r e d  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e
economic and socia l  st ructure  had L\ d irect  bearing on cr ime rates ,  and that  there
was  a  need  fo r  an  i n t egra ted  approach  to  c r ime  preven t ion  and  c r im ina l  j u s t i ce ,  An
e f f e c t i v e  a n d  fair cr im ina l - j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  w a s  a  c r u c i a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  i. s t a b l e
environment in which socio-economic development would be possible.

19. On thr eve of the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders, h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  exprensed s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
resul ts  of  the  five regional  preparatory  meet inga. His Government had established
a series of major policies and programmes in order to implement the recommendations
contained in the Milan Plan of Action adopted by tha Seventh Congress. With regard
to the  s trengthening of nat ional  cr ime-prevent ion mechanisms,  his  country had
aUopted  a  n a t i o n a l  s t r a t e g y  t o  r e d u c e  c r i m e , con ta in ing  gu ide l ine s  i n  tha t  a rea .
Furthermore, cr ime-preven t ion  and  con t ro l  policies  and  s t r r t sg i e s  had  been
incorporated into the national development plan for 1987-1992. Prior i ty  had been
given to tha maintenance of peace and order1 the establishment of Peace and Order
Counci ls  had been one of the  f irst  s teps  taken to  place  the  pol ice  back under
c i v i l i a n  c o n t r o l , I t  should  be  recal led  tha t  under  the  Marcos  Government ,  the
m i l i t a r y  h a d  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  p o l i c e .

20. Wit.h r e g a r d  t o  b i l a t e r a l  a n d  multiletaral  co -opera t ion  in  ac t i on -or i en ted
crime-prevention programmes and projects, c  bnsideration  was  being given  to sharing
p o l i c e  resources, f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  e x p e r t i s e , and developing new techniques  of  pol ice
administration,  th rough  the  Na t iona l  Po l i ce  Ch ie f s  Con ference  o f  t he  As soc i a t i on  o f
South-East  Asian Nations  (ASEAMPOL).

21. Concerning the s trengthening of  research and data-base  cepacities with  regard
t o  cr ime  and  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e , ho  sa id  that t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  Commissio~.l,
des ignated as  the  cr iminological  researcIl centre  of  the  Peace and Order  Counci l ,
had undertaken crime-prevention programme8 and research studies for th: Council.
The Dangerous Drugs Board had completed a five-year experimental project, with
research and training components , on s trategies  and approaches  for  drug-abuse
p r e v e n t i o n  in  t he  s choo l s .

22. His country  had launched major  effort8 to  contro l  drug traff icking,  drug abuse
and organised cr ime. On drug traff icking, a programme of actior.  to prevent and
con t ro l  d rug  abuse  had  been  l aunched ,  i nc lud ing  i nve s t i ga t i on s  ilnd in spec t ions ,
educat ion campaigns, t r ea tmen t  and  rehab i l i t a t i on  o f  drug add ic t s  and  in t e rna t iona l
co -opera t ion . On ocqanized  crime, two major  in i t iat ives  had been undertakenr t h e
adop t ion  o f  standardisation and  lugaliaation  procedure s ,  and  the  upda t ing ,  i n
collaboration with the International Criminal Police Organisation  (INTERPOL) and
the embassies of the countries concerned, o f  t h e  b l a c k l i s t  o f  i d e n t i f i e d  g a n g
members.
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23. The Philippine Commission on Human Rights, e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e
provisions of the  1987 Const i tut ion,  was responsible  for r@conunending  to  Congroan
various  meanurea  aimed at  promoting human r ights  and providing compensation  to
v i c t i m 8  of  h u m a n  r igh t s  v i o l a t i on s  o r  the ir  f ami l i e s . Whi l e  rac i a l  d i s c r im ina t ion
was not  a problem in  his  country, aa a safeguard against other forms of oppression,
the pr inciples  of  socia l  jus t ice  and human r ights  had been embodied in  the
“ D e c l a r a t i o n  of  Pr inc ip l e s  and  S ta t e  Po l i c i e s”  par t  o f  t he  Ph i l i pp ine  Cons t i t u t i on .

24. Among hi8 Qovernment’a  effort8 to combat terrorism wore the deployment of
rprciaj  operat ing uni ts  in  urban centres  and densely  populated areas  and the  use  of
volunteer  organisations  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  s e l f - d e f e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s . With  a  v iew to
i m p r o v i n g  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a n d  making  i t  m o r e  re spons i ve  t o  the  chang ing
conditiona  and new dimensions of crime, his  country had adopted various  reforms
derigned to  s trengthen law enforcement . The numbor of prosrcutorr  had boon
increasedi  prosecution of  offmctts had been decentral i sed)  the  adminis trat ion of
criminal  just ice  had been speeded upt the  period for appeals  had been shortened and
the judic iary  had been granted f i scal  autonomy,

25. Community involvement in the criminal justice system had been
inrtitutionaliaed  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  “barangay”, t h e  s m a l l e s t  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t  o f
the nat ion. V i l l a g e  cour t s  had  been  e s t ab l i shed  in  the  country’s  4 2 , 0 0 0
“barangays” and litigants themselves had the right to choose members of the
conc i l i a t i on  pane l s  dea l ing  wi th  the  a m i c a b l e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  d i s p u t e s . Hi8
Qovernment had also  set  up the  adult  probat ion system,  under which convicted
persons  were a l lowed to  remain in  the  community , and community members participated
in efforts to rehabilitate them,

26. The developed countr ies  could  provide  the  asuiatance  needed to  f ight  new forma
of cr ime. In te rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  i n  tha t  r egard  was i m p e r a t i v e . T h e  I’ t e d
Nat ions  shou ld  a s s i s t  i n  the  exchnnge  of  i n format ion ,  f o rmu la t e  multilatr:ral
agreements and carry out specific measures. Last ly ,  programmes and projects  that
had  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  in  o ther  coun t r i e s  shou ld  b e  g i v e n  t h e  wides t  po s s ib l e
d i s s emina t ion  i n  o rder  tha t  o ther  coun t r i e s  cou ld  adap t  them to  the i r  own
soc io -economic  and  cu l tu ra l  cond i t i on s .

27. Mx&JJ@Q~.&. (Canada)  sa id  that  the  1989 Report  on the  world  socia l
s i tuat ion,  presented by the  Departmemt of  Internat ional  Economic and Social  Affa irs ,
con ta ined  an  abundance  of  v a l u a b l e  s t a t i s t i ca l  i n format ion  wh ich  bo th  delegAtiona
and  Government s  cou ld  u se  a s  a  ba s i s  f o r  social pro tec t i on  po l i c i e s  and  progr,mes
t a i l o r e d  t o  l o c a l  p r i o r i t i e s . Nevertheless , s i nce  the  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e  of  t ha t  s t udy
was  the  improvement  of the  world  socia l  s i tuat ion, speci f ic  recommendat ions  a imed
a t  improv ing  l i v ing  cond i t i on s  for  a l l  w e r e  n e e d e d . At  the  s ame  t i m e ,  i d e o l o g i c a l
d e b a t e ,  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t en s ion s  be tween  d i f f e ren t  r eg ions  and  the  dup l i ca t i on
of s t a t i s t i ca l  i n format ion  or  e va lua t i on s  shou ld  be  avo ided , Her delegation would
l i k e  t o  s e e  s u c h  a  p r a g m a t i c  a p p r o a c h ,  b a s e d  o n  t h o s e  p r i o r i t i e s ,  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e
next  report , which was  to  be  considered at  the  forty-s ixth session of  the General
Assembly.
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28. Six years after  the  proclamation of  the  Decade, d?rabled p e r s o n s  s h o u l d  b e g i n
to see the results of the recommendations of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons. In Canada, where the principle of equal rights for
disabled persons  had been enshrined in  the  Const i tut ion,  the  barriers  which had
systematically  prevented disabled  persons f rom part ic ipat ing in  community  l i fe  were
gradually being eliminated. In May 1988,  Canada had celebrated i t s  f irs t  nat ional
week for the integration of disabled persons, In  add i t i on ,  f unds  were  a l l oca t ed
f rom the  nat ional  budget  to  advocacy organisat ions  for  the  disabled,  among others ,
w i th  a  v i ew  to  a s s i s t i ng  i n  the  de fence  of the  r i gh t s  o f  t he  d i s ab led  and
encouraging their  partic ipation in  government consul tat ions  on integrated
p o l i c i e s . Press and information campaigns were undoubtedly contributing
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d  i n t o  s o c i e t y . To that  end,
.intergovernmental  and non-governmental  organisat ions  were  act ing as  valuable
ca ta lys t s  by  drawing  a t t en t ion  to  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  wh ich  d i s ab l ed  per sons  wore
participatinq  d i r e c t l y , act ivit ies  which could be adapted nat ionwide.

29. One of the most positive results of the valuable United Nations Congresses on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders had been the elaboration of
guidel ines, model agreements and declarations for the guidance of Member States.
In that. connsct.ion, she wished to mention the final declaration of the European and
North American  Conference on Urban Security and Crime in Urban Areas, held in
Mont.reRl from 10 to 15 October 1989, That declaration, which had been signed by
the mnyorn  o f  sovoral  c i t i e s , would be presented at the Eighth Congress.

30. The hope WRI that at the Conqress the Member States could approach the issue
of  t.error i:qm from a logal  rathnr than pol it ical  standpoint . Since the
int.ornfit.ioni41.  community had not yet.  arrived at a universally accepted definition of
“intornat.ional  terrorism”, the Eighth Congress should concentrate on the adoption
of mea!::lro? to prevent and combat criminal acts,. regard less  o f  the i r  po l i t i ca l
rnot-.iv.~t:ic~n. Tt. was illso imuortant  to  qive  ndequate  consideration to  sub- items
corlcernj.ny the protection of minors and to adopt new r.orms and principles aimed at
title protctction of  the r ights  and interests  of  youth  and the provunt.ion  of  juveni le
c f i.mA  .

31. In view of the siaa of t.he  prison populat.ion  and thn high rate of criminal
recidivism, Canada attached particular importance to studies dosigned  to establish
alterni1t.ives  to Prison sentences, The Eighth Congress should also begin
I-:rrrrside~nt:inn  o f  the use of informatics  in crtma prevention and criminal  justice
w.i t.h it..r, ;\dvilnt.dgt?s  and Problems, From 2’1 November to 1 December 1989, Ottawa
woultl  be host. t.o a meeting of experts responsible for setting up working groups
concernt!(I  w i th  the use of in format i c s  in  the  administrati.on  o f  c r imina l  jus t i ce .
Document-a prepared by experts at three meetings would be considered at the Congress
and would serve as a basis for resolutions relating to that question.

32, M-r.,  JRENPFL  (Austria)  said i t  was the  hope of  his  delegation that  at  i ts
eleventh session in February 1990, the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control
would adopt.  iill the recommendations of the interregional preparatory meetings of
the Eighth Congress on the Preventian  of Crime &nd Treatment of Offenders, so that
the Congress could finally consider and adopt. tha draft insttuments  that had been

/ . * .
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(Mr.-Austria)

elaborated. The f inal i sat ion of model  treat ies  covering extradi t ion,  mutual
assistance end an exchange of information on methods used in the administration of
juutice wou ld  f ac i l i t a t e  i n t e rna t iona l  co -opara t ion  i n  comba t ing  i n t e rna t iona l
crime.

33. O r g a n i s e d  c r i m e  h a d  t c o m e  a  v e r y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  activity1  i n  many  caaea, t h e
criminals  had better  weapons, t ranspor t  and  o ther  equ ipment  than  e v e n  t h e  p o l i c e
a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s . E c o n o m i c  c r i m e  h a d  alao r e a c h e d  u n p r e c e d e n t e d
proport ions. The only wrry to combat that type of crime was to adopt
corre spond ing ly  dra s t i c  messurea a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and  in t e rna t iona l  19~~1s.

34. A u s t r i a  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  of human  r igh t s  i n  the
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e . A  f irst  step towards  ensuring observance of  human
r igh t s  wou ld  be  to  s e t  up  foca l  po in t s  w i th in  t h e  C e n t r e  fo r  H u m a n  Rights  and  the
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch to monitor what was happening in the
f i e l d . In te rna t iona l  co -opera t i on  in  t h e  a r e a  in  question c o u l d  a l s o  b e
intenrified,  and part icular  emphasis  should be placed on technical  co-operat ion
act iv i t ies  within  the  advisory serv ices  programme.

35. With regard to  the  Interregional  Consul tat ion on Developmental  Socia l  Welfare
P o l i c i e s  and  Programnws, the  Guiding Principles  adopted in  1987 should be
implemented to  a  greater  extent  in the  formulat ion of nat ional  and regional  socia l
p o l i c i e s .  M o r e o v e r , the resources of the Division for Social Development should be
str:engthened  80 t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  m o r e  suppor t  f o r  deve lop ing
cou~:t r ies ’ a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the  Gu id ing  Pr inc ip l e s  and  to
t ran s l a t i ng  the  Pr inc ip l e s  i n to  concre t e  ac t i on , Regional  meet ings should be  held
a s  s o o n  aa p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  implemsntation  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  i n
the  context  of  netional  pol ic ies  and programmes.

36. ML.&~WAC&.I.  ( P o l a n d )  oaid tha t  in  1 9 8 6  h i s  c o u n t r y  had  propose&  tha t  t he
United Nat ions  should procla im an internat ional  family  year, Poland had been, and
con t inued  to  be ,  conv inced  tha t  t he  f ami l y  wss the  fundamenta l  soc i a l  i n s t i t u t i on
where chi ldren were taught  to  respect  human r ights  and where  the  fundamental  va lues
md principles  safeguarded by the  United Nat ions  were  ass imi lated. An internat ional
family  year should take account  of the  essent ia l  uni formity  of  the  role  played by
t h e  f a m i l y , as  wel l  aa of the  various  forms of family  l i fe  that  exis ted in
d i f f e r e n t  s o c i e t i e s . Meny factors were now changing family lifer f rom advances  in
the f ie lds  of  biology and medicine to  changes  in  the  re lat ionship  between msn and
women and pressures  ar is ing from technological  progress  anG the  conf l ic t  between
human values  and the prof i t  motive , The development  process  gave  r i se  to  changes
in  f ami l y  roles and  func t ions  tha t  m igh t , on the on8 hand,  be  associated with  the
breakdown of  the  family  or ,  on the  other  hand, p r o m o t e  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o
adapt  to  new circumstances . I n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  A f r i c a ,
n o t  o n l y  w e r e  f ami l i e s  con f ronted  wi th  such  dilemma8  bu t  i t  was  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t ,  and
sometimes  imposs ible , for  family  members  to  meet  the i r  basic  needs  and in  some
c a s e s  e v e n  t o  s u r v i v e .

37. Governments  must  be  aware that  family  pol icy  provided a  framework for  solv ing
~11 socia l  problems, It  was  necessary  to  seek new ideas  and new approaches  to
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enhance Und8rStaLding  of  the  Change8  that  the  family  was  undergoing. Most
GOV8rMI8ntS had  there fore  been in  f a vour  o f  ho ld ing  an  int8rnatiOnal family  y e a r ;
there appeared  to  be  a  consensu s  on  th ree  pr inc ipa l  po in t s ; t h a t  f a m i l y  iewes
warran ted  spec i a l  a t t en t i on  i n  v i ew  o f  t he i r  importancer t h a t  t h e  family warran ted
intsrnational at tent ion)  and that  an internat ional  year  would be  an appropriste  way
o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e , Part icular  at tent ion should be devoted to  women,
s ince  their  atatus  within  the  family  must  be  improved and they must be  g iven
g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p u r s u e  r o l e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  family.

38. In  v iew of  the  wide range of forms the  family  took,  the  act iv i t ies  to  be
conducted durinq  the internat ional  year  should  begin  at  the  community  level  and
move, a f t e r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
l e v e l . I t  w a s  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  s e t t i n g  in  mot ion  a  proce s s  t ha t  began  w i th  the  fsmily
and, a f t e r  a c t i v i t i e s  h a d  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  v a r i o u s  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s ,  u l t i m a t e l y
r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  the f a m i l y . Poland fu l ly  endorsed the  r8COmmendatiOns,
o b j e c t i v e s , i ssues  to  be addressed and organizational  arrangements  prOpO88d  in
document  A/44/407,  and supported in  part icular  the  proposal  that  1994 should be
proclaimed "Internat ional  Family  Year”,  with  the  them8  ‘@Fam.ilyJ resourcea  and
re spons ib i l i t i e s  i n  a  chang ing  wor ld" , It a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  activities  f o r  t h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  y e a r  s h o u l d  b8 p r imar i l y  f ocu sed  a t  t he  l oca l  and  na t i ona l  levels.

39. MI.rr  .RQ~L..l.S_HT~-U&  ( U k r a i n i a n  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c ) ,  re f e r r ing  t o  the  U
R.sRQr.t..v-~_..th_e~~..sp.c~aks~~~~~~  (ST/ESA/213),  s a i d  t h a t  the m a r k e d
deteriorntion  in  the  economic  s i t ua t i on  and  the  g rowing  concern  a t  soc i a l
cond i t i ons , bo th  in  pro sperous  coun t r i e s  and  .in poor  coun t r i e s ,  mean t  tha t  i t  was
necessary  to  make new asuessments and to  develop new ideas  wi th  a  v iew to  solv ing
the problems in quest ion within  the  framework of  the  new pol i t ical  concepts  now
i n f l u e n c i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s . Socia l  development , which was  lagging behind
technical  progress  somewhat , was  now receiv ing the  same at tent ion as  mi l i tary  and
ecological  problems.

40. The report  on the  world  socia l  s i tuat ion should place  greater  emphasis  on
iuternnkional  co -opera t ion  in  s o l v i n g  s o c i a l  problemsr  such  co -opera t ion  shou ld
t a k e  placa r e g a r d l e s s  o f  differences i n  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s  and  the  sias o f  S ta t e s ,
and  shou ld  i nvo l ve  bo th  pub l i c  bod ie s  and  the  p r i va t e  s ec tor . The aim was to
achieve  pragmatic  co-operat ion and thus  to  ensure  that  everyone enjoyed fundamental
f reedoms  and  social j u s t i c e .

41. Wi th  regard to  the  th i r t y - f i r s t  s e s s i on  o f  the  Commis s ion  fo r  Soc ia l
Development and tho moat recent session of the Economic and Social Council, he
supported the  idea of  drawing up a  charter  or  document  set t ing forth  the  social
va lue s  o f  mank ind  on  the  b a s i s  o f  the  experierrce  ga ined  by  bo th  cap i t a l i s t  and
s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  b o t h  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  countries. The Ukrainian SSR
also supported the  proposal  to  hold a  special  sess ion of  the  Economic and Social
C o u n c i l  d e v o t e d  t o  s o c i a l  q u e s t i o n s , a n d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r e  f o r  S o c i a l
Development  and Humanitar ian Affairs  should be entrusted both with  co-ordinat ing
United Nation: a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  f i e l d  a n d  w i t h  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  r e l e v a n t
r e p o r t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  w o r l d  s o c i a l  s i tuat i on . The current year
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was the twontioth snnivrrrary  o f  the Deo lara t ioa  on Bocial Progrors a n d
Dovolopmont, a document  that had beon, and continued to bo, of groat importance aa
a guide for Btator and for both govornmontal  and non-governmental  organiaatioar in
the action they took.

42. With regard to the racial rituation in the Ukrainian 88R, far-reaching social
and economic reform was taking place in the country with a view to compenoatiag  for
a numbor  of technocratic deviation8 that had occurred in the 197Orr and the early
1980r * In 1955 him Qovernment had rtarted to Implement w, which called
for a racial reorientation of l aonomic development in order to raire the standard
of living, increare the role played by consumption  and guarantee full development
of the potential of the individual. At the rame time, m had required
rad ica l  democratisation  of  rociety. That new policy, which war already yielding
the derired rerultr - for  example, in the aroan of health and houning - represented
a genuine intellectual and moral revival for the Ukrainian 88R.




