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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 am.

AGWDA | TEM 88: NATI ONAL EXPERI ENCE | N ACHI EVI NG FAR- REACHI NG SOCI AL AND ECONOM C
CHANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOCI AL PROGRESS (continued) (A/42/33A 42/56-E 1907/ 7;
A/42/57-E/1987,/8y A/42/411y A/C.3/42/L.3)

AGENDA ITEM 89: QUESTION OF AG NG REPORT OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL. (continued)
(A42/3y A/42/5673 A/C.3/42/L.4)

AZEADA ITEM 90: PCLI CI ES AND PROGRAMMEE | NVOLVI NG YOUTH: REPORTS OF THE
SECRETARY- GENERAL__ (continued) (A/42/3, 595)

AGENDA | TEM 931 | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE WORLD PROGRAMVE OF ACTI ON CONCERNI NG
DI SABLED PWSONS AND THE UNI TED NATI ONS DECADE OF DI SABLED PERSONS: REPORTS OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/42/3, 551, 561)

1. Mr. YU (China) , speaking on agenda item 89, referred to the probl em of the
rapi dly aging popul ati on throughoutthe world and particularly in China, where
persons over 60 years of age constituted morethan 10 per centof the entire

popul ation, a proportion, moreover, that would virtually doubl e bythe year 2025.
Since the 1982 World Assenbly on Aging and the inplenentati on ofthe International
Plan of Action on Aging the United Nations had done a tremendous amount of work in
that area. The Chinese Government had a consistent policy of providing the elderly
with support, medical care and entertainment. In order to help them play their
role in society and deal wth their special needs and problems, institutions had
been (reated at the central and iocul levels, and anational fund had been

tstabl ished., The Chinese Nati onal Committee on Aging had participated actively in
the activities undertaken at the international 1level and had nmde every effort to
inmplenent the International Plan of Action on Aging, while taking into
consideration the specific situation in China. The Third Canmittee enabl ed
countries to |learn from each other’'s experience, and advantage must be taken of all
the possibilitiesit offered for facilitating the implementation of the Plan.

2. Turning to agenda item 90, he said that China had nearly 300 mllion young
peopl e between the ages of 14 and 28, constituting 30 per cent of the wuntire

popul ation. The Chinese Government paid great attention to creating conditions for
their roral , intellectual and physical devel opnent and was confronted inthat
regard by the twof ol d probl sm of ed cation and enpl oynment, which was especially
difficult to sol ve because China was a developing country. Young people were
therefore encouraged to study byevery possible neans (radio and television,
correspondence courses or in-service traluing). Training in practical production
techniques was also conducted in rural areas. More than 90 per cent of the
counties had held workshops of various kinds with the participation of nore than
40 million youngpeople. The Chinese Government attached great inportance to the
enpl oynent of youth,and that was being duly reflected in the current economic
reform. |t could currently guarantee jobs for all college graduates and jobs or
vocational training opportunitiesfor all high school graduateo within the y=ar of
graduation in both cases.
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3. Youth organizations in China enjoyed am* -ble co-operative relations and
constantly communicated with the United Nati :, which should conduct in-depth

rtudies of the situation of world youth, provi de advi sory services on probl enB
affecting them and generally help countries to |earn from each others experi ences
in that area.

4. The achi evenents of the United Nations Decade of Di sabl ed Persons andthe
Worl d Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons (agenda item 93)were
remarkable.  The international commnity was devoting increasing attention to the
qguestion and an increasing number of countries had incorporated it in their

nati onal devel opnent programmes. He hoped that the mid-term review of the Decade
woul d encourage a redoubling of effort8 to achieve the objective8 of the Programme
of Action in the nextfive years. In China, which had more than 60 million

di sabl ed persons, encouraging progress had been registered inthat respect. |n
April 1987, a country-wide sanmpling of 1.5 million disabled persons had been
conducted in order to collect the necessary data forinmproving work on their
behal f.  Through legislation. the media and various other means, the Chinese
Covernnent was trying to guarantee equal opportunities for the disabled and educate
the whol e of society to understand, respect and help them and it gave particul ar

attention to equal opportunities in education and enployment. Special education
had beeninstituted in the regular schools and universities, and school s had been
est abl i shed forretarded, blind okdeaf and dunb children. In large and

medi ua-si zed cities morethan 70 per centof the disabled had jobs. In rural

aceas, township enterprise8 hired asmanydi sabl ed persons as they coul d.
Enterprises giving nore than 35 percent of their jobs to the disabled were exempt
from income tax and those which gave more than 50 per cent were exenpt from ga||
taxes, at‘ were disabled person8 engaged in private business.

5. China attached the utmost inportance to multilateral and bilateral
co-operation between the countries and the United Nation8, whose co-ordinating role

in the inplenentation of the world Progranme of Action concerning Disabl ed Persons
could be further Strengthened.

6. Mrs.SAULLE (Italy), speaking on agenda item 93, recalled the work done by the
United Nations on behalf of disabled persons. She regretted that the World
Programe of Action concerning D aabl ed Persons was not al ways beingfully

i mpl emented and seermed to belosing interest in the eyes of the international
canmun ity . The General Assenbly should put new life into the Programme so that it
could better respond to the expectation8 of the disabled, which was inpossible

unl ess Member States paid the appropriate contributions. Her Government, for its
part, had decided to join the small numberoe contributors to the Voluntary Fund
establ i shed for that purpose.

7. The two meetings of Experts held recently at Ljubljana and Stockhol m had
considered the possibility of drafting an international convention on the
elimnation of all forms of discrimnation againet disabled persons. Her

del egati on considered that suchaconvention could contribute to the elimnation of
some of the obstacl e8 which i npede theequnlization of opportunities for the

di sabled. Although there were already a nunber of international instruments



A/C.3/42/SR.16
Engli sh
Page 4

(Mrs. Saulle, |taly)

concerning human rights, the provi sions of which applied also to the disabl ed,
those instrument8 were general in scope and did not take into accountthe specific
situation and the particul ar needs of the disabls#d, a very vulnerable aroup.
Moreover, the instruments specifically concerning disabled persons, such a8 the
Decl aration on the Rightsof Mentally Retarded Persons and the Decl aration on the
Rights of Disabled Persons, were not of a binding nature an3 therefore did not
provi de minimum i nternational ztandards for the protection of thekrrights.

8. The marginalizatic. of disabled personb inall parts of theworld, including
the nost devel oped countries, nmade it inpossible for those person8 to exercise
their fundamental ri ghts. That situation could he inproved by meansof a

convention of a hunmanitarian and non-discrimnatory nature. It would enable the
world' 8 500 million disabled persons to lead |ives that. were a8 normal a8 possible,
taking into accounttheir specific needs. It would al so give Governments the

opportunity totake positive action in the areas o. prevention of disabilities,
rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities. She stressed that the convention
woul d not prevent Statesthat were in a position to do 80 from adopting more
favourabl e provisions and would not set limts to further progress in the field.

Her delegation was convinced that, as in the case of the Qnvention on the
Elimnation of AIl Forms of Discrimination agai nst Women, the conventi on woul d
bring about radi cal changesin living conditions for the disabled both from a
practical point ofview and in theperception of their role in society.

9. The Italian Government was particularly sensitive to the financial
inplication8 which initiative8 for the disabl ed might have for the United Nations.
The financial crisis facing the Organization should notlead to neglect ofthe
legitimte expectation8 of particularly vulnerable groups, such a8 the di sabl ed,
who were unable to adequately defend themselves and enjoy equal rights. The
financial inplication8 should beevaluated at the propertinme, within a
comprehensive framework Of priorities, and should not, under any circumstances,
prevent an obj ective evaluation of the merits of a specific initiative.

10. Ms. TH@PGERSEN (Denmark) spoke on issues Concerning youth, as had a Danish
youth representative done every year since the twenty-fifth session of the General
Assembly. The participation of young personsin the devel opment of society shoul d
be given high priority.

11. Enpl oynment, education, housingand | ei sure were areas in which young peopl e
had problens. Ccnsideration of those probl ens should continue at all levels O the
United Nations system, as well as within thevarious bodi es and specialized
agencies of the Organization, which should communicate and co-operate on those

i ssues.

12.  Unemployment was perhaps the most important problem currently faci ng Dani sh
yout h. Solving it required tile devel opnent of anup-to-date educational system,
whi ch woul d be accessibleto all and would offer a broad spectrum of possibilities,
both practical and theoretical, in accordance with personal interests.
Unfortunately, a large proportion of young people, the majority of them fenale, had
been unenpl oyed for some tine, and had consequently |ost self-confidence and all
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hope of active participation in society. In order to give them a new start in
life, the Danish Government had tried, inter alia, to encourage young women to
choose professions which had traditionally been dowinated by nen.

13.  Dani sh society could not yet offcc sufficient housing facilities to allow all
young peopl e to havetheir own residence8, which was aninportant Step towards
adult life. Danish youth therefore auppotted all United Nations initiatives to
ensure that everyone had decent housing.

14. In the area of leisure tine activities, it wasinportant for young people to
be able to choose ampbng a wide range of activities, including sports clubs, youth
club8 OK non-commerciai oruanizations based on ideology. The Danish Government
provi “»d financial support for organized activities for children and youth. There
shoul. also be opportunities for non-commercial |eisure timeactivities to
counterbalance, for exanple, the offering8 of television, with all the prospects
opened up by satellites.

15, Although it was inportant for young people in hercountry to solve their
problens in order to feel that they were real citizen8 of Danish society, theywere
also aware that youth i n devel oping countries faced the fa nore serious problem of
mere survival.

16. In 1986, the Nordic countries and thecountries of the Southern African
Development Co- or di nati on Committee (SADCC) had begun a progranme O extended
econoni ¢ and cul tural co-operation, which had been expanded to incorporate youth
the fol l owi ng year. Youthrepresented an inportant potential anda factor for
change, and it was therefore very inportant that theyshould »e given the
opportunity to take an active part in the developmert of their countries.

17.  Dani sh youth, whoaspired to global justice, were deeply concerned by the
exacerbation of the situation in South Africa, where increasing nrumbers O children
and youth had beeninprisoned. They had initiated a programme of co-operation with
youth council8 i n southern Africa and had also made similar contact8 in South-East
Asia and Latin Anmerica, in the hope that democratic stt «<tures which were a
prerequisite for denocratic development, ni ght be established there. The South
African apartheid régime,with itn ruthless viol ation of humanrights, was still

the mai n obstacle to devel opment and peace. Immediate sanctions should therefore
be inposed against it.

18.  Young people were also concerned by the hopeless situation of hundreds of
thousands of refugees. The recent influx inte Denmark of a large number O
refugees mght create problen8 which could not all besol ved by financi al

resourceS . It was inportant that the international community should realize its
responsibility towards the refugees. The Ofice of the United Nations High
Commissi .nerfor Refugees (UNHCR) was playing an inportant role a8 co-ordinator in
that area. Since many of the refugees who had found sanctuaryin his country were
young persons, the educational system vould have an inportant role to play. Some
chiidren's and youthorganizations had started a canpaign for the integration of
refugees into society (for instance, in local sports clubs), based on theidea that

foen
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the refugee too had sonething to offer the host country. Suchefforts should help
to |l essen discrimi ration in Dan h society.

19. Since refugee flows were nminly caused by warand violation of humanrights,
observance of thoserights would reduce the numberof refugees.

20. Youth had alwaystaken seriouslythe struggle to establish and namintain

peace. Danish youth organizations were co-operating w th other youth organi zationn
in eastern and western European countries in order to foster dhtente between the
two groups OK countries, by creating a network of contact8 to increase exchanges
bet ween young people with different political and social backgrounds and to devel op
touri sm between the two regi ons.

21.  Young people, conpared to adults, had an avant-garde roleto play in society,
whi ch they should tielp to develop today so as to take part in it tonorrow

22. M. OGURTSOV (Byelorussian Sovi et Socialist Republic), speaking under item BR
said that it wasparticularly inportant that countriss should share national
experience8 in achieving far-reachi ng social and econonic change8 for the purpose
of social progress. Economic and social problenms could besolved rapidly when the
devel opment strategy was determined properly in the interests of working people.
Historically proved experience showed that progressive changesin a society on its
way to socialism were economically and socially effective and full of potential.

23. His country's history wasa Striking example. Before the October 1917

revol uti on, Byelorussia had been one of the most backward province8 of tsarist
Russia. The poverty and hardships afflicting its population, nost of whom had been
illiterate peasants, had beena direct result of private ownership and the
exploitation of man by manx. After the unspeakable devastation8 and atrocities of
the Fascist occupation, his country had been left with only half the national
wealth created by all previous generations. Currently, wth generous and fraternal
help from all the republicsof the Soviet Union, it had reached a high |evel of
econani ¢ and soci al devel opnent. That had been possible only through the sociali st
transformation of public institutions during theyears of Soviet power.
Byelorussian industry and agriculture currently ranked high in the econonic
activity of the Soviet Union. Successful econonmic devel opment woul d have been
impossible without thecreation and strengthening of a scientific and technol ogical
potential that had been non-existent beforethe revolution. General and

pr of essi onal education had been among the priorities at all stages of devel opnent.
The right to education and professional training free of charge was guaranteed u
the Constitution.

24.  In conformity with the theory of scientific comunism achievenent of a high
| evel of econom c performance had never beenviewed as an end in itself. Economc
devel opment was a prerequisite for a wntinuocs inprovenent in the well-being of
the people. Mre thanfour fifths of national income was allocated to those
goals. Besides wages paid to workers, social consunption funds played an
ever-increasing rolein providing access for the entire population to the
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educational system, health care, cultural activities and leisura, caring for the
aged and inproving the social security system, The volune of housing had increased
significantly. Thequal ity of health care and pension systems was beingi nproved

constantly. Environnental protection had al so become one of the main tasks of
soci al policy.

25. In recent vyears, his country had experienced a speeding-up of its economic and
social devel opment, a restructuring and a renewal in all spheres of Ilife, which had
cr.ated ever more favourable material and |egal conditions for the full
participation of theentire population inpublic and social affairs and in the
realization of human rights. The Byelorussianpeople were |ooking to thefuture

W th opt imi sm. They had set the goal of doubling thenational incone and
production potential by the end of the century, making man the central concern and
creating the conditions for his all-round devel opment. Without claiming to be the
sol e possessors of the truth in solving social and econonic tasks, his country felt
that its achievements spoke for themselves.

26. Mr . NENEMAN (Pol and) speaking -under itenms 89 and 93, said that the number of
peopl e over 60 years of age was steadily increasing in Pol and and currently
represented 13 per cent of the population. H's Government had taken that group
into account in social policy and had adopted special measures in their behal f,
mainly with regard to health protection and accident prevention. |t strove to
provi de special services for the elderly, to encourage neighbourhood associations
and youth organizations to assist them, and to inprove the social welfare system.
H s country attached great importance to the inplementation of the In' :rnational
Pl an of Action on Agi ng.

27. Most of the principles of social policy concerning the elderly applied also to
the di sabled. The parlianment had stressed the necessity of creating appropriate
means to enable di sabl ed persons to participate fully in professional a 3 public
life. Accordingly, governnment policy had focused upon the social rehabilitation of
di sabl ed persons, aiming to retain the maximum number of disabled persons in their
jobs and to provide them with working condition’s corresponding to their state of
heal th, while guaranteeing enploynent for all disabled persons willing and able to
work, according to their psycho-physical abilities and professional skills.

28.  The number of disabled persons in Poland who held jobs was estimated at

700, 000 to 800,000. His country had a unique system of co-operatives for disabled
and blind persons, That system, which enpl oyed nore than 200,000 disabled persons,
had received favourabl e recognition from other States and specialized international

organi zations, such as the International Labour Organisation and theWrld Health
Or gani sati on.

29. Many scientific conferences had been held in his country to work out concrete

proposals to inprove the situation of disabled persons. They had dealt w th such
topics as social rehabilitation, enploynent and recreation for the disabled.

The meeting rose at 11.25 am.




